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Be sure to follow these important directions if you want to allow your

students to complete this activity using Google Slides™.

Click on this link below from your Google Drive™ —
Why Study History?

Why Study History? Cartoon Notes

You will be directed to a page in your Google™
account that will ask if you would like to copy the
document. Once you make a copy, you will be %
able to manipulate parts of the activity before you =2
assign it to your students. The individual pages
are locked images, but you will be able to delete
or add any slides you wish. Once you are ready
to go, assign the activity to your students. Nhen
assighning in Google Classroom™, be sure to
select "Make a Copy for Each Student" to ensure
that each student has their own assignment to
work on individually.

(o

Enjoy!


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TA4QXfg7iFCYqXeIdhy6QJbsHeXVFIkiqXA558gWVaQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O9Jx_U4wwvc3HvWZxZX_bYWPjQ8dCh5-iESwX3OIJtU/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TA4QXfg7iFCYqXeIdhy6QJbsHeXVFIkiqXA558gWVaQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O9Jx_U4wwvc3HvWZxZX_bYWPjQ8dCh5-iESwX3OIJtU/copy

Predict This

Why Study History?

Choose the word that you think matches that definition.

Which word means...

Word Guessed

A human made object.

A way of looRing at something, may be shaped
by many things, such as the person’s age,
religion, job, or political views.

The sequence of events in time.

Information that can be used to prove
statement or support a4 conclusion.

A document or other record of past events
created by people who were present at that
time.

Anything that might change 4 person’s
observations. It can make a source less than
trustworthy.

Information written after the time period by an
expert or historian.

A long and distinct period of history with 4
particular feature of characteristic.
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Wiy Study Hisfiy?

Wlny do we sfudy hisfo%? For thousands of years we have learned about the
eople who came before us - their actions, Jr\fiumplns, and anauish. Why 4o we 4o 1hisr
ut” simplN we stud Inierory To learn about ourcelves - how would we veact and act in

instances ke those in the past. The past is made of human interactions between each

other and the environment. When \ou ehwly history, U start 1o see patterns in human
belhavior.  An underdranding of the Padr is key 10 an undersmnding the present

To ghxo{y Misfory, \OU must start with a @ueghon. You are lookjng
o find the answer 1o this %uedion b 9hxo{ying The past. A gquestion
ou could ask is “What makes a arear president™ uestion ke taat
could lead vou to a study of American Presidenfs. This could lead 1o
another question - How dves a qreat leader react i time of crisesr” or
‘What characteristics makes a person gr@ﬂf?’ Who decidesr”

Next you would need 1o oather facts and information velated to Nour uestions.
This becomes the evidence Jou need 1o analyze 10 reconstruct the past. Evidence is
the information that can be used 1o prove Jour statement or 1o sauppomL a conclusion.
When \OU shuy Inisfory, evidence can be found in many different forms. It migimL be
an old letter or Pinofo raph. Or it might be an artifact - a human made obiect - such
as a Tool, button or old vase. Evidence can also be found in pictures, music and even
old movies. You draw Nour conclusion based on the Paf’rerng of evidence ol find in
\our research.
As U siwl\/ the Pas+ lookjng for evidence, OU are aaﬁxally lookmg ar Primav\}
sources - a document or other vecord of past events created by people who weve
resent af that time. A letter, such as the one Abraham Lincoln” wrofe o his son's
Teacher, is an example of a Primary source. You are lookm@ 10 find Paﬁe\ms and
establish meaning through these documents and artifacts left b\/ jeople from other
ifficut 1o vead, ﬂqey

Times and places. While These Primary sourees can sometimes be
Provide the best informaﬁon_ on a certain topic or j(uesﬂon. |
You can also gaﬂqer information from secon ary sources. A secondary souree is
written after the time period by an expert or historian.  They were not present at the
event or maybe not even alive durmg the same time. Man secondar\/ SOUrces are
created long affer an event occurs. Secondary sources can include books, magazines,

and short articles. Secondar\/ sources can be useful for summarizing a Iarge amount of
information.

Al historical evidence, wihether rimary or secor\dar\/, must be looked at carefulN. You
should examine each source for the EoimL of view of the person who created the source. A
oint of view, or way of lookmg ar s mefhin% may be gha}ed by many Jrlningég such as the
Eerson’s 04, religion, b, or political views. For example, a historian would expech that a

orthern Soldier n 1854 would have had a poinJr of view different from that
ﬁglxﬁmg for the South.

of a soldier
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Wiy Study Hisfiy?

Sometimes a source contains information or conclusions that reflect a certain
oint of view. This is not necessarily a bad thing, but you must be careful to look for
Signs of bias when ana!gzmg evidence. In @enemL bins is an\/)ﬂ/\ing That miglmL clnange a
eyson's observations. Bias tokes many forms, ranging from a simple friendship to an
unfair didlike of a person or group. Whatever its form, bias can make a source less
than hrusfworﬂny,

Sometimes a source NOU_examine isnt even fruel In today's world, s v‘eading folse
information is exfremely easyl People may write inaccurate stories in ordey 1o persuade
someone o suPPorJr a certain point of view. When stud Ing Inis‘rory, it is essential o
ensure \you are reading accurate information. As a famous Presiderﬁr once said,

==y A Everything you read on the internet isn’t true! — Abraham Lincoln ]

! You can check for aceurate information on the internet by askin
exitical questions: Who is the author? Is the article free from bias? What

| is the sturce of the information? Is the information found in several

different sources? Are the sources cited and verifiable? If you check your

information, U wil find if it is aceurate or not (ke the qyofe from Lincoln

- not truel)

Once the evidence is selected and evaluated, you can begin 10 veconstrucet what
lnappened, You can start b\/ esmbiislning a clnronology, or sequence of events in time.
Once you are certain of the corvect Order of events, you are better able to make
connections among those events. You can look for patterns among eras or across fime.
You can identify Gause and effect. You can also beain to look forlon -range clnangeg
and frends that may have deve‘oped OVer Many \ears or even decades. For example,
when deciding what makes a @reaf president NOU could examine the events durin
different pregidencies and evaluate how different pregidenJrs reacted 1o these evéntes.
You could then compare these reactions 1o those of other leaders when faced with a
similay situation.

History i not like other subjects you study in school, sometimes there can be more
than one corvect answer. Hierory is otil’ open 1o inJrerPreJraJrion. In fact, some people
describe wéfror\/ as an ongoing a\rgumerﬁ about the past. The way we view certain events
can change over time. Differences of opinion about how to look at the Paer mokes hisfor\/

in”reresﬁng and imPoWran’r. With each new genem’rion of People come New a\@umen’rs. As
historian Frederick Jackson Turner once wrote,

Each age fries fo form ifs own aonaepﬁon of the past Each
age writes the history of the past anew with reference 1o e
conditions Lppermogf n its own time.

In other words, our underdanding of the past is always being shaped by the point
of view of those in the present. In that sense, history is never finished. The lessons of
the Paer smpe our undersmnding of the Present and must IigWr our way 1o the future.
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Directions: listed below are different veasons why \OU should sﬁwl wgror Read the

statements and choose the five that you think are the most im orJranJr reason o

* smly wngory Once \ou have chosen \our Jrop five veasons, vank them from most X»
impor-fant () to least impor-fant (5). f

DHierory NEE Nou an opporfuniw 0 develop analyﬂcal Tl/\inkjng kills,

|

{ D Hisfory l/\elps U better understand yoursehc and Nour actions. *

D Hisfom l/\elps U understand Peop!e who are different.

DHierory allows ol 10 o0in Perspecﬁve and learn 1o see a bi%er Pirfrure.
* ol
History inspires you [

El Hisfory Can lnelp \ou connect 1o those who have lived before \ou

* DHierory is enfermining and fun. *

DHingom l/\elpg Us understand Peop!e and societies.

DHierom l/\elps Us undevstand clnange.
DHierory l/\elps Us develop ow own morals. !

D Hisfory Provides idenﬁw 10 a group of People or cuture.

* DSJrudymg lnieroW is essential for good ciﬂzenslnip. *

D Mndersfanding l/\ierory is essential in our global sociefry.

D Hierory slnapeg who and what we are.




Why Study Histeiy Diatoque

Directions: Wrife a. didlogue befween Two sfudents discussing) fhe imporfance of istoryy Nour dicoge needs 1o
confon ot least tiree of Wse ferms: evidence, arfifact, primary sovrce, secondary) Sovrce, 0ias, eva of
chronological

\




Why Study Histetyy Diatoque

Directions: Wrife a dialogue berwesn fwo students d\scussxn@ fihe importance of Wistory, Your diadogue needs o
contoun o least thvee of ’rmse forms: evidence, axfifoct, pr\mqu sovrce, seoondaurq SoUrce, bias, eya or
ohronologioou.
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