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Wiy Study History?

The purpose of this lesson is for your students to learn about the
importance of history as a course. Using this resource, students wil work
with a parther to read and take notes on the importance of history.

The lesson will conclude with a discussion ac+ivi+y to share the students’
+hou9h+s and opinions.

Peios, To The lesson:

. Print the resources before class:

| cop ot the Predict This vocaloulary activity for each student.
l copy of the Why 5+udy His+ory? reading - [ recommend one

to annotate, but i you are limited in
co&iles, you can create a class set.
A h\/ S+udy His+ory? Doodle Notes - one copy for each
student with the Why Stud His+ory? Spec+rum or Why S+udy
His+ory Dialogue copied onfo the back of the notes.
| set of the numbers to Pos+ to create a human bar gmph
durin9 the preview 4 Corners activity.
| set of the Abraham Lincoln artifacts for each roup of four
students (if you have 20 students, you wil need 57sets, ete.). -or-
use Xour own Personal artifacts for the artifact s+udy Por+ion
of the lesson.
| set of the Word Wall Terms to Pos+ in the front of zfour room.
£ you can copy them onto card stock, you can keep hem up all

ear long,

I sheet of chart paper for your anchor chart (recommended
but not required)

2. Prepare the resources:

Place the set of Abraham Lincoln artifacts in a larpe brown
envelope. You wil heed one set for each ?roup of 4. However, |
recommend using your own artifacts instead of the ones
Provided. Put itéms in an envelope that +ell your s+ory: copies of
repor+t cards, movie tickets, Famil¥ pictures, etc. You con engage
your students while builcling a rela ionship with them from the
Ioeginning of school.
FPost the Human Bar érraph Numbers on a wall with Plen+y of
space in front of it ¥ zou cannot Pos+ al the numbers in a line,
zou can Place them in di-ferent spots around your room,

ost the Word Wall Terms in the front of the room or a focal
Poin-l- for the students.
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Why Sty Hislet?

Begin the lesson with the Preview guestions in the PowerfPoint presentations.
(Two different versions are available £or you to choose £rom.) You can have

our students start by writing a response in their Interactive Notebook. Once
your students have comPIeJre wri+in9 (usually about 4-5 minutes), ask them to

' that best refreserﬁs their response. They

should create a line by standing in front of each other. Once you see where
everyone is standing, encourage them to tak to other students standing in
the same location and explain why +hey choose their answer. Have a few
students share their responses after a few minutes.

Create groups of four students. Ask them to look at the terms on the Word
Woall and discuss what they adlready know about these terms. Briefly discuss
the meaning of each term using the Predict This vocabulary activity. i is
not hecessary for the students to write these definitions down, +hey are
included later in the reading and Doodle Notes ac+ivi+y.

Hand each ?roup an envelope of artifacts. Give the students tme to examine
the artifacts with their group. Ask the debrief ques+ions in the Powerfoint
Presen+a+ion.

Share the quo+e on the s+udy of his+ory - ask how it applies to their own
lives.

Give students the Why S+udy His+ory? reading and Doodle Notes. Depending
on the grade level you teach, you can have your students work with a
Par’mer from their group or guide them +hrough the reading and no+e+al<ing
process.

ComPIeJre the Why S+udy History? Spec+rum ac+ivi+y. Give students time to
rank the statements inalependener, then as a roup, discuss their answers. Cr,
you can use the Why 5+udy His+ory? Dialogue ac+|vi+y - choose the one that
suits your classes best.
Q Allow- ghoups to shane their angwens (rom the

Whyy Study Higtony? specthum. Uge the most

common hegponges to-cheate ananchorchont.

Running shont ontime? Modify this nesounce by

4 oh Specthum digtugsion.
v
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Why Study History?
Predict This

Use the vocabulary word wall as your word bank. Ghoose the word that you think matches that definition.

Which word means... Word Guessed Glues You Used

A human made object.

A way of looking at something, may be shaped by many
things, such as the person’s age, religion, job, or political
views.

The sequence of events in time.

Information that can be used to prove a statement or
support a conclusion.

A document or other record of past events created by
people who were present at that time.

Anything that might change a person’s observations. It
can make a source less than trustworthy.

Information written after the time period by an expert or
historian.

A long and distinct period of history with a particular
feature of characteristic.
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Inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, 4 March 1861
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The Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress

Series 3. General Correspondence. 1837-1897.

Inauguration Ball to Mr. and Mrs. Lazarus Noble, Saturday, March 04, 1865 (Printed Invitation)
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Abra.ha.m I.:I.nooln letter to his son’s teacher
a.lIJ.
proba
and courage.

hin
if you
mmdra?n
ts earned
bh to
hen he
thh
quiet
ahm
him to
boo!
the sun
is doing
good
havo

This is the order, teacher but see what best you can do. He is such a nice little boy and he is my son”

have faith in his own ideas, even if every
Try to give my son the strength not to f
him also to filters all that he hears on
Mhhmtoaanhbmmuam

the courage to be impatient, let him
always have sublime faith in mankind,
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Wiy Study Hisfiy?

Wlny do we sfudy hisfo%? For thousands of years we have learned about the
eople who came before us - their actions, Jr\fiumplns, and anauish. Why 4o we 4o 1hisr
ut” simplN we stud Inierory To learn about ourcelves - how would we veact and act in

instances ke those in the past. The past is made of human interactions between each

other and the environment. When \ou ehwly history, U start 1o see patterns in human
belhavior.  An underdranding of the Padr is key 10 an undersmnding the present

To ghxo{y Misfory, \OU must start with a @ueghon. You are lookjng
o find the answer 1o this %uedion b 9hxo{ying The past. A gquestion
ou could ask is “What makes a arear president™ uestion ke taat
could lead vou to a study of American Presidenfs. This could lead 1o
another question - How dves a qreat leader react i time of crisesr” or
‘What characteristics makes a person gr@ﬂf?’ Who decidesr”

Next you would need 1o oather facts and information velated to Nour uestions.
This becomes the evidence Jou need 1o analyze 10 reconstruct the past. Evidence is
the information that can be used 1o prove Jour statement or 1o sauppomL a conclusion.
When \OU shuy Inisfory, evidence can be found in many different forms. It migimL be
an old letter or Pinofo raph. Or it might be an artifact - a human made obiect - such
as a Tool, button or old vase. Evidence can also be found in pictures, music and even
old movies. You draw Nour conclusion based on the Paf’rerng of evidence ol find in
\our research.
As U siwl\/ the Pas+ lookjng for evidence, OU are aaﬁxally lookmg ar Primav\}
sources - a document or other vecord of past events created by people who weve
resent af that time. A letter, such as the one Abraham Lincoln” wrofe o his son's
Teacher, is an example of a Primary source. You are lookm@ 10 find Paﬁe\ms and
establish meaning through these documents and artifacts left b\/ jeople from other
ifficut 1o vead, ﬂqey

Times and places. While These Primary sourees can sometimes be
Provide the best informaﬁon_ on a certain topic or j(uesﬂon. |
You can also gaﬂqer information from secon ary sources. A secondary souree is
written after the time period by an expert or historian.  They were not present at the
event or maybe not even alive durmg the same time. Man secondar\/ SOUrces are
created long affer an event occurs. Secondary sources can include books, magazines,

and short articles. Secondar\/ sources can be useful for summarizing a Iarge amount of
information.

Al historical evidence, wihether rimary or secor\dar\/, must be looked at carefulN. You
should examine each source for the EoimL of view of the person who created the source. A
oint of view, or way of lookmg ar s mefhin% may be gha}ed by many Jrlningég such as the
Eerson’s 04, religion, b, or political views. For example, a historian would expech that a

orthern Soldier n 1854 would have had a poinJr of view different from that
ﬁglxﬁmg for the South.

of a soldier

-Page '- &zta\ x%twiiv—s&zuss ®



Wiy Study Hisfiy?

Sometimes a source contains information or conclusions that reflect a certain
oint of view. This is not necessarily a bad thing, but you must be careful to look for
Signs of bias when ana!gzmg evidence. In @enemL bins is an\/)ﬂ/\ing That miglmL clnange a
eyson's observations. Bias tokes many forms, ranging from a simple friendship to an
unfair didlike of a person or group. Whatever its form, bias can make a source less
than hrusfworﬂny,

Sometimes a source NOU_examine isnt even fruel In today's world, s v‘eading folse
information is exfremely easyl People may write inaccurate stories in ordey 1o persuade
someone o suPPorJr a certain point of view. When stud Ing Inis‘rory, it is essential o
ensure \you are reading accurate information. As a famous Presiderﬁr once said,

==y A Everything you read on the internet isn’t true! — Abraham Lincoln ]

! You can check for aceurate information on the internet by askin
exitical questions: Who is the author? Is the article free from bias? What

| is the sturce of the information? Is the information found in several

different sources? Are the sources cited and verifiable? If you check your

information, U wil find if it is aceurate or not (ke the qyofe from Lincoln

- not truel)

Once the evidence is selected and evaluated, you can begin 10 veconstrucet what
lnappened, You can start b\/ esmbiislning a clnronology, or sequence of events in time.
Once you are certain of the corvect Order of events, you are better able to make
connections among those events. You can look for patterns among eras or across fime.
You can identify Gause and effect. You can also beain to look forlon -range clnangeg
and frends that may have deve‘oped OVer Many \ears or even decades. For example,
when deciding what makes a @reaf president NOU could examine the events durin
different pregidencies and evaluate how different pregidenJrs reacted 1o these evéntes.
You could then compare these reactions 1o those of other leaders when faced with a
similay situation.

History i not like other subjects you study in school, sometimes there can be more
than one corvect answer. Hierory is otil’ open 1o inJrerPreJraJrion. In fact, some people
describe wéfror\/ as an ongoing a\rgumerﬁ about the past. The way we view certain events
can change over time. Differences of opinion about how to look at the Paer mokes hisfor\/

in”reresﬁng and imPoWran’r. With each new genem’rion of People come New a\@umen’rs. As
historian Frederick Jackson Turner once wrote,

Each age fries fo form ifs own aonaepﬁon of the past Each
age writes the history of the past anew with reference 1o e
conditions Lppermogf n its own time.

In other words, our underdanding of the past is always being shaped by the point
of view of those in the present. In that sense, history is never finished. The lessons of
the Paer smpe our undersmnding of the Present and must IigWr our way 1o the future.
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Directions: listed below are different veasons why \OU should sﬁwl wgror Read the

statements and choose the five that you think are the most im orJranJr reason o

* smly wngory Once \ou have chosen \our Jrop five veasons, vank them from most X»
impor-fant () to least impor-fant (5). f

DHierory NEE Nou an opporfuniw 0 develop analyﬂcal Tl/\inkjng kills,

|

{ D Hisfory l/\elps U better understand yoursehc and Nour actions. *

D Hisfom l/\elps U understand Peop!e who are different.

DHierory allows ol 10 o0in Perspecﬁve and learn 1o see a bi%er Pirfrure.
* ol
History inspires you [

El Hisfory Can lnelp \ou connect 1o those who have lived before \ou

* DHierory is enfermining and fun. *

DHingom l/\elpg Us understand Peop!e and societies.

DHierom l/\elps Us undevstand clnange.
DHierory l/\elps Us develop ow own morals. !

D Hisfory Provides idenﬁw 10 a group of People or cuture.

* DSJrudymg lnieroW is essential for good ciﬂzenslnip. *

D Mndersfanding l/\ierory is essential in our global sociefry.

D Hierory slnapeg who and what we are.




Why Study Histeiy Diatoque

Directions: Wrife a. didlogue befween Two sfudents discussing) fhe imporfance of istoryy Nour dicoge needs 1o
confon ot least tiree of Wse ferms: evidence, arfifact, primary sovrce, secondary) Sovrce, 0ias, eva of
chronological
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Why Study Hitety Diatoque

Directions: Wrife o diddogye oefween two students discussing fne imporfance of Wisfory, Nowr dialogue needs 1o
contoin At least tihee of Wsa forms: evidence, arfifact, primaryy source, secondaryy sovrce, oias, eva of
chronologica,
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Did \ou ’ﬂ/\e lesson and want others lke it?

Click on a link. below 1o explore more exciﬁng lessons for
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L love WMM&'I/W and %&Wv’iby iefeay with teachers

You can find me on social media and Through N website.

@ www.pinterest.com/SSSuccess/

y https://twitter.com/@SSSuccess

.' https://www.facebook.com/SocialStudiesSuccess/

https://www.instagram.com
/social studies success/

¥ i

www.SocialStudies
q Success com
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For more than 25 vears, I have broqur my love of Social Studies 1o
MV purney inclides a variety of voles - classroom
Teachey, instructional coach, curviculum coovdinator, universi’ry Professor, and

ment Trainer. Workm@ with middle school students has
hligWrs of my career.

feachers and students.

rofessional develo
een one of the hi

After thirteen vears in the classroom Jreaching T oand 8" arade
ws’rory, I transitioned into the role of an instructional coach at a hiah
us. This window into other teachers' classrooms motivated m
10 improve social studies instruction. L vealized how impor’ran’r
ers are in changing the woy students learn wg’rom.

sehool camp
inner callin
&yali’r\) Tea

Bul mest

M\/ nexct ereP was to central office. L
sevved a district 'of over 55,000 students
as a Social Studies Coordinator. l\/l\/ goal of
impyoving Social Studies instyuction
continued as I worked with over 600 K-.2
Social Studies teachers to i\mplememL
Transformative Social Studies education.

In mj cuwvent vole, L provide
rofessiond development consutin
sevvices and resources o Social gfudies
teachers. Research into best practices is
embedded into all of My resources. T want
every child To understand the imﬁormnce
of Social Studies in their life - and every
teacher 1o have the Tools 1o veach them.

You can reach me at

oc) ies oc 1.CO
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