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Teaches Dovectiony

Hexagonal thinking is a great tool to help students review relationships between
events and connections overtime. The 6-sided hexagon shapes allow students
to build deeper connections and make conceptual thinking visible. The
discussion between students as they play with the resource can also help
cement ideas and understandings of key events.

Prior to using the game with your students, read the directions and decide if you
want students to glue down the shapes onto paper or to annotate using post-it
nhotes. If you choose to glue down the shapes, you will need 1 set of game
pieces for every group throughout the day. If you want to annotate with post-it
hotes, you can make fewer copies, but | would recommend that you laminate the
hexagon shapes prior to class. | have left one page blank as an extra template.

Directions:

1. Introduce the students to the game by modeling how to rearrange the
hexagon shapes to show relationships between people, places, events,
dates, and key vocabularyterms.
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Teaches Dovectiony

2. Challenge your students to arrange the shapes showing these relationships
between people, places, events, dates, and key vocabularyterms. To
make it into a game format, you can award points for the number of
connections students can make between shapes. Each side of the
hexagon is worth 1 point. The more connections students can make
between shapes, the more points they earn. (Images are from another set).

) This combination will
not earn very many
points. Itis linearand
only has 3

Encourage students
to use as manysides
of the hexagon as
they can. This

connections: 1607 to English x o combination would
Jamestown, : earn more points:
Jamestown to cash €ash crops _ 1607 to Jamestown
crops and cash crops and to English,

to tobacco.Only 3 Plantation Jamestown to cash

. System
points would be \

earned.

crops and English,
cash cropsto
tobacco, slavery,
Jamestown, and the
plantation system.

3. Encourage students to annotate their thinking, either by gluing the shapes
down on paper and writing next to each cluster of shapes — or — by using
post-it hotes to annotate their connections.
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Click on a link to explore more exciting lessons.

Interested in _ ,

, Do you want to learn more engaging strategies for
Professional | social studies? Are you interested in techniques for
Development classroom discussion? Need tips for struggling
: readers or writers? Intimidated by all the
from Social vocabulary necessary for teaching Social Studies?

Studies Need ideas for using anchor charts in your
> classroom? Take an online on-demand PD course
Y\. Success from me! Find out more here.
v

T love Ccatuleclivts and Shasinlep ideas with teachers

You can find me on social media and Jrlmrougjln my webgite.

@ www.pinterest.com/SSSuccess/ , https://twitter.com/@SSSuccess1

' | https://www.facebook.com Qgg_zlllévt\’vg-égsgaqéiggfm/
/SocialStudiesSuccess/ ' udi u

4 &

%? www.SocialStudiesSuccess.com m SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
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What do | believe about Social Studies instruction?
v" Students need to be engaged to leamn.

e, RE\/OLUTIONIZING SOCIAL €

-Schlechty's Design Qualities of engagerment

History can be fun and rigorous at the same time.
-Bower's Bring Learning Alive!

v" All students can learn — we just need to support them in different ways.

-Seidlitz's Seven Steps

Kids need to continuously review content through games and engaging
activities.
-Himmele's Tolal Farticipation Technigues

v" Writing is essential for learning, not just assessment.

-Daniels' Content Area Writing

v" Yocabulary instruction must be intentional and engaging.

-Marzano Academic Yocabulany

Historny should not be trivial pursuit — dig deeper and teach with essential
questions and enduring understandings.
-Wiggins & McTighe Essential Questions

Students are social — purposeful talk is crucial to learning.
-Walsh Quality Questioning

Students need to read in Social Studies — reading informational text cannot
be mastered without constant practice.
-Kinsella's Considerate Text

"Soft skills" of collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and creativity
are essential to future success in the job market.
-Muir Reasons Millennials Get Fired

Everyone's story needs to be told — we have a great responsibility for

helping students see patterns in history across time. Teachers should not be

()w, C0C5Y

afraid to teach the "hard historny".
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Vifias has
served in
. education
¥% for over a
quarter of
a century.
Dawn earned her Master's
degree in Curriculum and
Instruction from Texas
A&M University. In her
education journey, she
was shaped by her various
roles as a classroom
teacher, instructional
coach, curriculum
coordinator, professional
development trainer,
university professor, and
teacher-author. Dawn has
provided Social Studies
professional development
for over 20 years to more
than 10,000 teachers from
Alaska to Florida. In 2015,
Dawn started Social
Studies Success® with the
mission to revolutionize
social studies instruction.
With a goal of improving
instruction, Dawn is
currently providing
consulting, classroom
resources, and
professional development
services to several school
districts across the state of
Texas. Do you have a
question or would you like
to purchase a license for
your district? You can
reach Dawn here.
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