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. This lesson is designed for your students to learn about the different religions of the World.

Please approach this topic with sensitivity.

Use the Word Walll images to teach the vocabulary. Be sure to pronounce the terms for the
students and show them the images before you assign the vocabulary activity.

Introduce the lesson using preview activity.

This activity can be used in a variety of ways.

* If you would like to use the expert groups strategy with the readings and Doodle Notes,
| have added those directions on the next page.

* You can also hang the readings on your wall for a Galleny Walk. | have provided
different sets of readings without page numbers or discussion questions for this
strategy.

* Another strategy you can use, is a SKkill Builder. For this strategy, place your student
with a partner and give them one of the Image Handouts (A, B, C...). The students will
heed to discuss what they see in the image, and then skim the different readings to
identify the religion the image matches using the image analysis handouts. Once they
check their answer with you, they would take notes on that religion. When they are
finished, they get a new image and repeat the process.

The Doodle Notes are designed for notetaking with the readings. After they read each page,
students will need to complete their Doodle Notes. | would recommend allowing students to
read the information with a partner and highlight key information. Once they finish each topic,
they will complete corresponding notes on the Doodle Notes.

Check for understanding after they have finished each section with the discussion questions.
You will also receive several different formative assessments with this activity. The first is a
simple T/F checklist. | have also provided you scenario cards that can be printed, cut out and
matched. The scenarios are also present in a longer formative assessment with Boom
Cards™. The link is with the other formative assessments at the end along with directions for
accessing your Boom Cards™. The final assessment is a mosaic — this is designed to tie in the
strand on artwork and architecture.

This resource has * Dr. Michael Thorson, AP Geography and Euro Teacher

been reviewed by * Tom Tanner, AP World History Teacher

these scholars and * Lisa Sutterer, World History, IB European History Teacher
teachers prior to * Laurie Patterson, University Professor

publication. « David M. Scott, RIE, Miriam Browning Jewish Learning Center

*] Doodle notes is a trademarked term used with permission. Please visit doodlenotes.ora for more information.



Steps:

Exgeﬂ groups s Q ‘i@gaw activity that increases discussion.  This simfegy is best used
when yoll have an egual amount of content on a fopic‘

[ Prepare NOUr YESOUrCes - Place the research materias in a folder or file 1o gve
10 €ach experf grow. Use the religion title pages o idenfify each of the groups.

2. Place \our students into groups of 7. This will be their home base group. Aggign
each person in the grow a v“eligion'

3. Send the students 1o their expeﬁ group and give them fime 1o research their
religion{ Tlney will be gharing their answers with their home base, so stress
accirocy.

4. Have \our shidents check the discussion cﬂ;eefions and Doodle Notes with you

5. Allow ﬁow students 1o veturn 1o their home base and dhare the information fhey
researched with the entire growp.




Start off with an original home base group. I recommend groups of 3-4 students
- you will need one sfudent 1o research each topic. Have your home base growp
answey o few @esi‘iong i‘ogefher 10 build a basi undersmnding of the i‘opnc{

Horme Base ﬁ“b@%}} Assion each member of the group a
) dhcfe?“enf topic and send fhewgw Toupfheir
PN, expeﬁ roug. Each expert gro will
T research their topic and be prepared to
4 \ share with their lhome bace groﬁp
V 4
‘- Y 4

> ; —gp
Provide your students highligﬁerg and alow them 1o highli it and annotate key evidence 1o

answey questions and gupporf their point of view.. Give thém a designated amount of time
10 vead Their documents and discuss the answers. Check their work and help shudents
during this Qfep if necessary.

Q It is impoﬁamL Hhat you check the expert Hroups’ research before you

alow them o dhare in their home bagg rolp. You want o ensure
accuracy and voaise their level of concern during this step.  Either
monitor "the groups dwing the research or have them rmally check in
with you

|
’

| b ( Hoime Base Gioup

Move shudents back to home base groups,

Give students time 1o share their information from their
expert Groups. You can also debrief the class by creafin@
an anchor chart based on their research. Debrief the
am”ivi’ry by a«slo’ng %xeeﬁong about the Topic‘



Be sure to follow these important directions if you want to allow your

students to complete this activity using Google Slides™.
Click on this link below from your Google Drive™ —
Word Wall Terms

Readings
Doodle Notes

You will be directed to a page in your Google™
account that will ask if you would like to copy the
document. Once you make a copy, you will be w
able to manipulate parts of the activity beforeyou ¢ >
assign it to your students. The individual pages
are locked images, but you will be able to delete
or add any slides you wish. Once you are ready
to go, assign the activity to your students. NNhen
assigning in Google Classroom™, be sure to
select "Make a Copyfor Each Student"to ensure
that each student has their own assignment to
work on individually.

Dayn

Enjoy!


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1h40RAyyJX_SonyUYiU8NI0QFdVBskbwFHxDj1f60RWk/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bSCc_MbcVESX32UR5z71sqacfhZRjqP20SfBc1aXKmk/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11bM5axxRIvUVcSWQCWXn7F_cJNr6q19UvKomOxger88/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1h40RAyyJX_SonyUYiU8NI0QFdVBskbwFHxDj1f60RWk/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bSCc_MbcVESX32UR5z71sqacfhZRjqP20SfBc1aXKmk/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11bM5axxRIvUVcSWQCWXn7F_cJNr6q19UvKomOxger88/copy
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Vocalubany Acliiliy

What do you think are the definitions of each of these terms based on the picture?

Term Your Definition Actual Definition

caste

N

meditate

monotheism




o
W Vocabulaiy Actvity

What do you think are the definitions of each of these terms based on the picture?

Term Your Definition Actual Definition
- Muslim
L g o -
§§jo L o ‘ i?
ot
-‘?5‘

olytheism
iy







Answer the following questions after
analyzing the photograph.

1. List 5 details you see in the
image.

2. This images shows Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge, music, art, wisdom, and nature. How
is that represented in the image?

3. How do you think the religion of the area influenced this piece of art?

Sl Stidies Srgenss ®



i@e“@ Timelines and Dates

To understand when thinﬁgs happened iN relation to other events, timelines
are used by historians. There are two different ways you may see these dates
show up. A Christian monk developed the time syste BC/AD which used the
birth ot Christ as its reference point. BC meant before the birth of Christ with
AD r‘ef‘er‘r‘ing to the Latin phrase “the year of our Lord” or Anno bomini. Many
historians use terms that refer to simiar times but use the terms Before
common Era/Common Era. Also note how the centuries are counted backward
for BC/BCE and then go forwardin AD/CE. The midpoint would be point Oona
r“egLﬂar“ number line and the BC/BCE would be similar 1o negati\/e NnumMbers on a
timeline.

(Before Christ) (AnNo Domini)

(The year of our Lord)

BCE

CE
(Before Common Era)

(Common Era)

BC / BCE AD / CE T
1500 1000 500 : 500 1000 1500 @
| | | : | | | D
o
: Y
e : o
BC | AD
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\Q%NW Hinduism

According to scholars, there is evidence = 2| L=
Hinduism de I%Ped as eariy as 2300 BCE in | e
the area of pr sent-day Pakistan in the
INdus Valley. However, many Hindus believe
their religion has existed forever. One of
the more unusual aspects of this r‘eligion is
that there is no one founder of this
religion. Hinduism contains the belief's of
ancient %r“oups meraed togﬂethen This
religion 15 the third-largestin the world,
with over LI billion followers. Hinduism has oo crrme
also inspir‘ed the deve]opment O‘F other Indian sadhu (saint) sitting with his sacred texts.
r‘eﬂgions.

There a few main belief's in Hinduism:

g P ge—. i i i R ST |

) Thereis one truth. That truthis r“ight and goodness and all should
attempt to follow this truth. Light is a Symb of this truth while
darkness represents evil.

2) Brahmanis the gocl of the Hindus and Brahman is limitless. HiNAuUs
believe in mar(wjg gods, but believe all these gods are part of
Brahman, whao'is goodness and truth.

3) The \Vedas are theé Hindu holy scriptures that explain the truth for
all Hindus and how they sholld behave.

4) Dharmais the goal for-all people. Dharmais living in a moral and
right way. All people must do their duty and live Up to their abilities
toreach Dharma.

5) Hindus believe in an immortal soul. Karma (the actions the soul took
in one life) determines what life the soul will have in the next life.
This is of'ten referred to as reincarnation.

6) The goal of all Hindus is to reunite with Branhman and escaFe the
cycle of death and rebirth. One can onlg achieve this goa with total
trruth and goodness.

STOP AND DISCUSS:

Where did Hinduism originate? How many people in the world believe in

@ Hinduism? What is the holy book of Hinduism? What are the basic
concepts of the Hindu religion? What is a unique fact you have learned
so far about Hinduism?

Sl Sl Seeess ®
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Hinduism

Hinduism is still dominant in INdia. The
r“elationship between Indian culture and
Hinduism is evident in the belief's and philosophy
of the Hindu culture. Diwaliis an important
religious festival for Hindus. The ‘“Festival of
Lignts” or Diwali represents the defeat of evil

gthe righteous. iwali is celebrated over five
s. People bu# %Lf‘ts for their friends and
e

b
d
relatives as the ear also coincides with

- . this festival. Lamps are lit to represent the
A familyin India celebrates Diwali with fire inner lignt that leads all souls away from
crackers. darkness or evil.

Long ado, Hinduism believed that people were borninto different castes
(levels) due to their Karma. If someone had been very good in their
revious life, they would return as the Brahmins - pr‘ie tS. scholars, or
eachers. The néxt level was the Kshatriayas who were not quite on the
level of the priests but were political leaders or warriors. Below them were
the Vaishgas - merchants and farmers. The next level were the Shudras -

laborersor eople whoipr“ovided services. If someone had been very evil

in their previous life, they would not be par“t of the castes at all but wolld be
art of' the Untouchables. These 'peopie had the‘épbs of oleaninﬁ(%] the streets
and sewers. This ty e of discrimination for jobs Was outlawed in India in the

1980s, put parts of 1t still exist because it is very difficult to change a belief
System g iCK]H.

Much of Hindu art is related to the ancient stories of
the gods and the fight between good and evi, light and
darkness. The lotus flower is often in Indian art to
r‘epr‘esent pur‘ity. The lotus is a perfect symbol the Hindu
phnosoph . Thelotus must grow out of the mud to

ecome 4 thing of beaut J st as people must endure
dif ficult things 0 f‘inally reach the level of per“f“ect
goodnees.

This is anillustration of the Hindu lord Ganesha.

STOP AND DISCUSS:
What is Diwali and how is it celebrated? How does Hinduism impact the

caste system in India? How is Hindvism reflected in the art of India?
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e Judai
R udaism
Judaism is the religious faith of' the
Jewish people. Over 10 milion people
practice this faith todag. This ancient
religion is believed to have begun around
1800-1500 BCE when Abraham, a member
of a Hebrew tribe in the area of modern
day ISrael, said God spoke dir“ecﬂy to him.
This was a new type of God since at the
time most peopie Wor“shipped many gods
using idols or statues. This God spoke to .
Abraham to tell him He was the only one Jewish children learn about their religion by reading
true God and that as God, he could not be ~ the Ierah.
seen. God told Abraham his
descendants would be His chosen people and that Abraham should lead them to
the Holy Land to build a gr“eat nation. in addition to being a r‘eligion, being Jewish
is part of a lar“ger“ Jewish culture focused on living a Jewish life. There are
Jews from every race, baohgr“ound, ethnioity, an oountr‘y from all over the
world!
. A basic belief of the Jewish faith is monotheism which is the belief’
in only one God. The Jewish people develoFed the concept of
“ethical monotheism.” The treatment of' others and mair talnlng
Jewish values consistent with e ualltg, compassion, and justice.
2. The Jewish people also believe t ey are Goa’s chosen people, and
that th\e%chose to accept the laws and belief's that are in the
Torah when others would not.
3. The Jewish God rewards those who follow the laws and do good
deeds while usmgtﬁr“ophets to repare followers.

H. The sacred scriptures of' Judaism is the Torah which gives the
laws Jews must follow.

The belief's of the followers of Judaism are evident in the traditions and
celebrations in their dany life. RoshHashanahis the beginning of the Jewish
New Year butitis a very solemn dag asitisa day to reflect on your behavior
on the past year. The Dag of' Atonement, Yom Kippur‘. is ten dags later when
God determines if’ you are f‘or“given. The ten days between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur are the holy dags in the Jewish calendar when Jews tr‘y to
tr‘uy r‘epent and pian to be a better person iNn the upooming year.

STOP AND DISCUSS:
@ Where did Judaism originate? What is the holy book of Judaism? What are the

basic concepts of the Jewish religion? How many people in the world believe in
Judaism? What is a unique fact you have learned so far about Judaism?
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“TU Judaism

Hanukkah is a celebration of God
pr“otecting his people when the
follow his laws. Hanukkah, or Festival
of Lights, is a Jewish celebration that
honors an ancient miracle in Israel.
The temple, or the r“ell%ous meetlng
plaoe of' Israel was dishonored b
Greeks using it as a shrine for thelr“
own gods. The Jewish priests
reclaimed the temple and wanted to
re-dedicate it to God. The oil for
Iighting the lamps had been used, but
there WasJust enough for one day. The miracle is that this small amount of’
oil lasted for eight days and that is Why Hanukkah is celebrated for eight
nights. A menoran, an impor“tant par“t of the Hanukkah celebration, is a
candle holder with eight branches, one for each night of Hanukkah. Special
foods such as latkes (potato pancakes) andJeny donuts are fried in oil to
commemorate the miracle of' the oil.

A ceremony to become adults in the eyes of' the Jewish community is held
for boys, a bar mitzvah, and for girls, a bat mitzvah, to indicate they are old
enough to understand and practice the commandments of God. A Kippahis
worn by many devout Jewish men to remind them that they must follow the
laws of God at all times and in all plaoes. Many of' the celebrations and
cultural items of' Judaism reinforce the r‘equir‘ement follow the laws set down
in the Toran.

The Star of bDavid is a Symbol used bg the Jewish people to honor David,
a descendant of' Abraham, who became their king. David as a bog, Killed
Goliath, a giant, to protect the Jewish ﬁeo ple. This Star of David is a 8 mbo1
|

of the promise God made to protect his chosen people if they follow
laws.

Men are praying at the holy Western Wallin Jerusalem.

STOP AND DISCUSS:
What are some Jewish traditions and how are they celebrated ? What

symbol is used to represent Judaism? Why?
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\bﬁw“’“ Confucianism

Confucianism is considered to be more of a philosoghg than a traditional
religon. Some peoFle mag indicate that they are a follower of a particular
Perli%ion, but also follow the tradition of Contucianism. Confucianism has about
6 milion followers across the world, but most are located in China where the
philosophy began.

This 'Ehiloso hlcé began in China around 5t century BCE. Confucius believed
that ma %o{‘ the traditions of China had been lost and the peopie needed to
focus on social order to improve society. Confucius wanted to make sure the
cultural values and norms of his civilization continued and added value to the
lives of the peop!e. Af'ter stud inﬁg traditions of' ancient China, conf'ucius
designed a philosc\aﬁh that SUE}?O ted order and ethical behavior in Chinese
society. His goal was to achieve har“moan\J between the members of sooiety.
confUcianism has no church organization or priests, but the sayings of
Confucius stress what is expec d of individuals:

.  Alwauys be considerate of others.

3 Re\f}) ct your ancestors.

3. Always beg in balance and harmonu.

4. Avoid extreme emotion and behavior:

5. Stay in touch with the spiritual forcesin nature.

confucius believed family was more important than an individual and that
society could be perfect if rgeo(ﬁie behaved correctly with each other. This
belief System heavilg influence
throughout east Asia.

cultural belief's and traditions in China and

Statues and art of confucianism
often show an older man
r‘epr‘esentin conf'ucius in gr‘a en

Confucian art is of'ten allegorical,
sharing the belief systemsof
confucius. Scenes epr‘esenting
virtuous feople and their evil

0 posite are used as examp!es.
Plants and animals are used as
symbols as well. The orchid would
be used to represent pur‘ity and

loyalty.

This Japanese artwork figures Confucius, Lao Tzu and Buddha
meeting, symbolizing the harmony between the three philosophers
and their teachings.

STOP AND DISCUSS:
Where did Confucianism originate? What do Confucians value? What is a unique
fact you have learned so far about Confucianism?
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Sikhism is another r‘eligion that developed iNn India. This r‘eligion deve1oped
around 1500 CE, about the same time as Eur‘opeans began 1o explor‘e North

America. Sikhism is the fif'th lar“gest r‘eligion in the world with about 25 million
followers.

Nanak was born into a Hindu Family and practiced their beliefs. He was also
influenced by the Muslim belief System. Laterin his life, he contemplated his
religious belief's and God. One day Nanak wandered of'f to meditate and when
he returned, he told his friends and Family, “There is no Hinau. Thereis no
Muslim.” Nanak believed that all men and women were equal and could find God
through meditation, helping others and bein? truthful. Nanak took the title
“gur‘u" which means teacher and began to teach others of' his faith which is
called Sikhism.

Sikhs have a few basic belief's.

Thereis onl% one God who is timeless, ever“HDWher“e and inoomprehensib!e.
All Eeo le, bOth men and women, are equal efore God and have the same
rights and duties.

YOu must always focus on God.

You must alwaas be honest and work hard.

You must give 0 the needy.

Sikhs do not believe in the caste System and do not believe in fasting. The
Sikh holy text, the Guru Granth Sahib, Is the only religious text that has writings
of' teachers from various religions because SKhs bélieve there are many w HtS
to find a connection to God. They celebrate Vaisakhi, their new year festival, 1o
commemorate the year 1699, th year Sikhism began.

The turbanis an easny recognizable characteristic
of Sikh men. Sikhs do notcut their hair as sign of their
faith. The turbanis to keep their hair neat and tidu.
They will also wear a steel bracelet to remind the
thatlke the bracelet, God has no be%i:nin and no end.

NEw T

A Kir‘pan, or short sword, is worn by Sikhs as a SUFﬂbO]
- that ;iou must always help the weak. The sword isan
: itrrr:go tant sumbol in Sikhism as it reminds Sikhs that

Y must a ays help anyone iN need.

@ STOP AND DISCUSS:

Where did Sikhism originate? How did the Sikh
religion develop? What are the basic concepts of
the Sikhreligion? How many people in the world
believe in Sikhism? What is Vaisakhi? What is a
unique fact you have learned so far about Skhism?

Sikh man standing by the
Golden Templein India.

Shgeris ®
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Buddhism began on the Indian subcontinent in the late 6th century B.C.E
(500 B.C.E) with Siddhartha Gautama. Siddhartha was a wealth prifce who
eventuaiig agave up all his Wor“idiu %oocis as he saw the Sui‘i‘er“in§ of others.
Siddhartnasat down to meditate (or think guietly) under a tree and
wonder about life and Whg peopie were suffering. He reached “nirvana”
or enlightenment about what causes suffering and how to be released
from it. From then on, he was known as Buddha, which means the
Eniighteneci Oone.

The Four Noble Truths are the basic belief's of Buddhism.

Human life contains a gareat deal of’ Sui‘i‘er“irig.

Suf'fering is caused b gr“eed.

Sui‘i‘er‘in% can end.

Moderationin all things is the path to enlightenment. To reach
enlightenment, you m st follow the Eightfold path: be right in

un er‘standintc]:], care for others, speak the truth, help others and bring
No harm, be useful, be positive, be aware of uour‘seit‘, and aiwaus be
cam in your minad.

LM

Buddhism is practiced in manyﬁpar‘ts of the world today including China,
East Asia and South East Asia. With over 500 million believers, it is oné of the
top 5 largest r‘eiigions with over 8% of the world’s popuiation beiieving iNn the
teachings of Buddha.

Meditationis important in
Buddhism as it requires the person
to focus on their inner self and to
be still quiet and reflective. It was
through meditation that Buddna
achieved eniightenment and it is
believed that meditation will br‘ing
enlightenment to the followers.
Buadhism has spread throughout
all of Asia, and many different
tupes of Buddhism eveiopeci but

have the basic belief in
| meditation and being moderate in
A Buddhist monk meditatesin Thailand. a" th|n98.

important? How many people in the world believe in Buddhism? What is a unique
fact you have learned so far about Buddhism? 2 ®

STOP AND DISCUSS:
@ Where did Buddhism originate? What is the Noble Truths? Why is meditation
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W Buddhism

Buddha is not a god and Buddhism does not teach of one permanent
God since all is ever-chanding. The idea of reincarnationis presentin
Buddhism which means thé ultimate goal of Buddhists is to reach the state of’
enlightenment or nirvana. oOnce nirvanais reached, the ogole of birth,
death and re-birth ends and suf'fering will also end. Siddhartha would have
been raised in Hindu belief's and it is e 8y to see par“ts of Hindu tradition in
Buddhism.

Buddhist art includes many symbols to remind its followers of the belief's of
Buddhism. The ei ht—spoked heéel r“epr“esents the Ei‘ghtrold Path to
enlightenment. There are also statues of Buddha sitting in meditation, but as
Buddhism Spr“ead across Asia, local peo le would create Buddhas that looked
more consistent to their opulation. Ma rystetues of Buddha show him with a
large bump on the top of' his head - this epresents the knowledge he received
aurin enllghtenment. Buddha is also represented in statues reclining right
before his death. The serene and smili %expression of the PeciininaB ddha
statue shows the compassion and caimneéss that he felt with enlightehment.
Sometimes the foot or a person on a}j}ourney r‘epr‘esents the P th that
Buddhists must follow to achieve nirvana.

'\?;
ol
¥

lllll

A golden Buddha statue in Thailand.

Buddhists celebrate Vesak which is the birthday of Buddha or some believe
that date of his enlightenment. Families attend a t mple, light candies and
reflect on the Buddha's teaohings and how they can contihue to follow the path
to enlightenment.

STOP AND DISCUSS:
What is nirvana and why is it important in Buddhism? What symbolism

is reflected in statues of Buddha?

Sl Siidies Soeeras ®
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Ghr‘istianity is a religion that developed out of the Jewish faith in the modern
day Israel. It began with the teachings of' Jesus Christ around the first centur
A.D. or C.E. The teachings of Jesus encouraged not on!g Jewish eop!e, but a
people toJoin him in his belief sgstem. Jesus® followers taught that he was the
son of God that had come to earth, but that God is still monotheistic. This
Monotheistic God of Christianity is divided into 3 different aspects, God, His son,
and the Ho!y Spirit. Jesus sacrificed himself so all sin could be For‘given, and all
people could be at one with God.

Basic belief's in Chr‘istianity are

. Godisthe only one true God, but the Tr‘inity (the three natures of
God) make up the one God.

2. Jesus, the son of God, came to earth, was sacrificed, and
resurrectedbefore he returned to heaven.

3. Thereis also a pr‘opheoy that Jesus will return to earth.

Christians® ho!y text is the Bible which consists of the Old and New Testament.
The Old Testament tells the Stor‘y of' the Jewish people and is also par‘t of the
Torah, but Christians add the New Testament which are letters and instructions
from the followers of' Jesus teaching others how to live as a follower of Christ.
These two parts make the Christian’s Bible.

Chr‘istianity is based on the idea
that a pr‘opheoy in the Old Testament
was fulfilled by Jesus. To reinforce
these belief's, Christians celebrate the
birth of Christ and his sacrifice as
mejor“ r‘eligious celebrations. The
birth of Christ is celebrated as
Christmas Day and the death and
resurrectionis celebrated as Easter
Christmasis a time of gh‘“ts to _ L
represent the gift God provided to | S el
man. This nativty painting celebrates the birth of Christ.

STOP AND DISCUSS:
How did the Christian faith develop? How is Christianity similar to

Judaism? What is the Christian holy book? Why is Christmas important
to Christians?

Sl Etdres Srgaess ®
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Easteris a time to focus on the rebirth of Jesus. Easter occurs on a
different da every ﬁear because it is based of f of the lunar cycle. Tradition
dictates that Easter should fall on the Sunday af'ter the Passover full moon.
Along with Easter, some Christians celebrate Lent, a 40-da period of fastin
and ‘grayen These holiclays symbolize the most important parts of the Christian

Peliglon.

Christianity has spilit into many dif ferent
types of belief's, but any r‘eligious group that
follows the Wr“itings about Christ are considered
to be of a Christian nature. The two main

roups of Christians are Catholics and
rotestants. These divisions developed as
followers of' Christianit disagr“eed On Specific
belief's in the religon. Catholics believe that the
Pope is the leader of the Catholic Church.
Protestant Christians are people who follow the
belief's of Christ and are not Catholic. Many
) Christian religions fall under the term
Pope Francis is the leader of the Catholic Protestant—Lutheran, Methodist, BaptiSt,
EhuceD, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and more.

Christian art of'ten includes
pictures of Mar% the mother of
Christ, to honor his birth. The symbol
of' the cross is used of'ten times for
Christians as a reminder of' the
sacrifice of Christ. Christianity is the
laragest religion in the world now with
2.3 billion followers.

Michelangelo's Pieta in St. Peter's Basilicain Rome

STOP AND DISCUSS:
What is Easter and why does the date change every year? What are

the two different groups of Christians? How is Christianity reflected

in art?
S Epdis Soeoss ®
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Islam

. Islam is the second Iargest r‘eligion in the world
| With about 1.8 billion followers. It is currently the

X fastest gr“OWing Peligion in the world. Islam egan

a1 With the founder Mohammed around 600-650 C.E.

o] in Mecca which is in Saudi Arabia. Mohammed,

while meditating iNn a cave, received messages

o f'rom God, or Allah as the Muslims refer to God, to

- a1 restore the true faith of Abraham (of the Jewish

Muslims pray 5 times a day. Falth) and of Jesus (O‘F the Christian 'Fa|th).
Mohammadis believed the last true prophet of
God by Muslims, or followers of' Islam.

The basic belief's of Islam are:

. Allahis the one true God, but there is no division in God. Islam is a strict
monotheistic r‘eligion.
2. Al followers must submit to the will of Allah which is what “Islam” literally
means.
3. There are Five Pillars of' Islam to follow:
a. Faith in God and in Mohammed as God's prophet,
b. Prayer which should be done five times a aay.
B Giving to the poor;
d. Fasting to remind followers that all need Allah’s assistance, and
e. TaKing the Ha'J, ora pilgr“image to Mecca
4. The Holy Book is the Quran which are the final revelations to Mohammad
from Allah, but Muslims also believe in the Torah, and parts of' the Bible.
Islam divided into two main groups or denominations, the Sunni and the
Shia, when it could not be agr“eed upon who would lead after the death of
Mohammed. Sunnis are a megjor‘ity iN most Muslim communities in Southeast
Asia, China, South Asia, Africa, and a part of' the Arab world. Shia mostly live
N Ir“aq, Bahrain, Iran, and Azerbaﬁan,

STOP AND DISCUSS:
How did the Islamic faith develop? How is Islam similar to Judaism and

Christianity? What is the Islamic holy book? What are the two divisions

of Islam?
S Epdis Soeoss ®
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\b&iﬁﬁ‘” Islam

Ramadan, one of the pilars of Islam, is a month of f‘asting ciur“ing the da
iight hours. This i‘asting period is to heip followers focus on how to be a better
person. Fasting from food and water is 1o make clear the problems of the
poor; but dur“ing Ramadan there should be an emphasis on self -reflection and
becoming a better person.

The quJ, another pillar of Islam,
r‘equir‘es that every able-bodied Muslim
take a hoiy |igr“|mage or trip 1o Mecca,
| the holiest mty in Islam, at some p0|nt N
i their life. The piigrimage takes piaoe
. ciur“ing the last month of the Islamic
@l calendar: Thousands of Muslims travel

4 to Mecca to perf‘orm rituals at the
4 Kaaba or House of God. ThisJourne
not only symbolizes the journe of life,
but also as the Muslims assembie
Men bow in prayer in Mecca during the Hajj. togetherﬂ arﬂound the Kaabag It
symboiizes the unity of' Islam. ThisJour‘ney isa very important part of the
culture of' Islamic sooiety.

Accor‘ding to Islamic belief's,
representations of iiving beings are
not allowed as this is disr‘espeot?ui of
the power of' Allah as the one true
creator. This guides the type of art
seen in mosques or r‘eiigious buildings
to be geometr‘io, abstract, or to
emphasize oaiiigr“aphy a styie of
wr“itin? Man of the reiigious houses
as well as non -religious items are
characterized by the repetition and
patterns of geometr“io designs. The
star and crescent is of'ten use to
represent Islam.

A mosqueinlran is decorated with mosaics.

STOP AND DISCUSS:

What is Ramadan and how is it celebrated? What is a Haj j and why is it
important to Muslims? How is art represented in Islam?

Shgords ®
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The Golden Temple, Amritsar, India.
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the Milan Cathedral in Italy.




Pl s & lhage Qnalysis

Directions: Examine the image uou have been gven and disaiss the | Pirections: Examine the imaae you have been given and disauss the
following auestions with your partner. Be prepared to share your folowing auestions with your partner. Be prepared to share your
answers with your teadner,

answers with your teadiar,

1. Look closely at the image — each person 1. Look closely at the image — each person
share at least 3 details they see. share at least 3 details they see.

2. What type of art is this? (Statue, 2. What type of art is this? (Statue,
painting, etc.) | painting, etc.)
3 What does the image show you about ' 3. What does the image show you about
the specific religion? | the specific religion?
4. Which religion does this image i 4. Which religion does this image
represent? represent?
Sl et Soceess ®
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Directions: Exarnine the image you have been qiven and disaiss the Directions: Examine the image you have been given and disauss the
follow hq questions with your partner. Pe prepared to share your following auestions with your partner. Pe prepared to share your
answers with your teadher, answers with your teadher,

1. Look closely at the image — each person
share at least 3 details they see.

1. Look closely at the image — ¢ach person
share at least 3 details they see.

2. What type of art is this? (Statue,
painting, etc.)

2. What type of art is this? (Statue,
painting, etc.)

3. What does the image show you about
the specific religion?

3. What does the image show you about
the specific religion?

4. Which religion does this image 4. Which religion does this image
represent? represent?




These readings do not have page numbers or
discussion questions.




According to scholars, there is evidence = =
Hinduism de l%Ped asearlyas 2300 BCEIn |
the area of presen
INndus Valley. However, many Hindus believe
their religion has existed forever. One of
the more unusual aspects of this r‘e!igion is
that there is no one founder of this
religion. Hinduism contains the belief's of

A

Hinduism

t-day Paristanin the

anclent %r“oups merged toqether: This
religion IS the third-largestin the worla,
with over LI billion followers. Hinduism has B ot
also inspir‘ed the deve!opment O{' other Indian sadhu (saint) sitting with his sacred texts.
re!igions.

There a few main belief's in Hinduisms

) Thereis one truth. That truthis Pight and goodness and all should
attempt to follow this truth. Light is a Symb of this truth while
darkness represents evil.

2) Brahmanis the god of the Hindus and Brahman is limitless. HiNAuUs
believe in mar(wjg gods, but believe all these gods are part of
Brahman, whao'is goodness and truth.

3) The \Vedas are theé Hindu holy scriptures that expiain the truth for
all Hindus and how they sholld behave.

4) Dharmais the goal for-all people. Dharmais living in a moral and
r‘ight way. All people must do their duty and live Up to their abilities
toreach Dharma.

5) Hindus believe in an immortal soul. Karma (the actions the soul took
in one life) determines what life the soul will have in the next life.

) This is of'ten referred to as reincarnation.

6

The goal of all Hindus is to reunite with Branhman and escaf)e the
cycle of death and rebirth. One can only achieve this goa with total
trruth and goodness.



Hinduism

Hinduism is still dominant in INdia. The
r“elationship between Indian culture and
Hinduism is evident in the belief's and philosophy
of the Hindu culture. biwaliis an important
religious festival for Hindus. The ‘“Festival of
Lignts” or Diwali represents the defeat of evil
bgthe righteous. iwali is celebrated over five
days. people bu# %Lf‘ts for their friends and
relatives as the new year also coincides with

7 L this festival. Lamps are lit to represent the
A familyin India celebrates Diwali with fire inner lignt that leads all souls away from
crackers. darkness or evil.

Long ado, Hinduism believed that people were borninto different castes
(levels) due to their Karma. If someone had been very good in their
revious life, they would return as the Brahmins - pr‘ie tS. scholars, or
eachers. The néxt level was the Kshatriayas who were not quite on the
level of the priests but were political leaders or warriors. Below them were
the Vaishgas - merchants and farmers. The next level were the Shudras -

laborersor eople whoipr“ovided services. If someone had been very evil

in their previous life, they would not be par“t of the castes at all but would be
art of the Untouchables5. These 'peopie had the‘épbs ;4 oleaninﬁ(%] the streets
and sewers. This ty e of discrimination for jobs Was outlawed in India in the
1980s, put arts of 1t still exist because it is ery dif ficult to ohange a belief
System q iokly.

Much of Hindu art is related to the ancient stories of
the gods and the fight between good and evi, light and
darkness. The lotus flower is often in Indian art to
r‘epr‘esent pur‘ity. The lotus is a perfect symbol the Hindu
phnosoph . Thelotus must grow out of the mud to

ecome 4 thing of beaut%J st as people must endure
dif ficult things 0 f‘inally reach the level of per“f“ect
goodnees.

This is anillustration of the Hindu lord Ganesha.
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W Judaism
Judaism is the religious faith of' the
Jewish people. Over 10 milion people
practice this faith todag. This ancient
religion is believed to have begun around
1800-1500 BCE when Abraham, a member
of a Hebrew tribe in the area of modern
day ISrael, said God spoke dir“eoﬂy to him.
This was a new type of God since at the
time most peopie Wor“shipped many gods
using idols or statues. This God spoke to .
Abraham to tell him He was the only one Jewish children learn about their religion by reading
true God and that as God, he could not be ~ the Ierah.
seen. God told Abraham his
descendants would be His chosen people and that Abraham should lead them to
the Holy Land to build a gr“eat nation. in addition to being a r‘eligion, being Jewish
is part of a lar“ger“ Jewish culture focused on living a Jewish life. There are
Jews from every race, baohgr“ound, ethnioity, an oountr‘y from all over the
world!
. A basic belief of the Jewish faith is monotheism which is the belief’
in only one God. The Jewish people develoFed the concept of
“ethical monotheism.” The treatment of' others and mair talnlng
Jewish values consistent with e ualltg, compassion, and justice.
2. The Jewish people also believe t ey are God’s chosen people, and
that th\e%chose to accept the laws and belief's that are in the
Torah when others would not.
3. The Jewish God rewards those who follow the laws and do good
deeds while usmgtﬁr“ophets to repare followers.

H. The sacred scriptures of' Judaism is the Torah which gives the
laws Jews must follow.

The belief's of the followers of Judaism are evident in the traditions and
celebrations in their dany life. RoshHashanahis the beginning of the Jewish
New Year butitis a very solemn dag asitisa day to reflect on your behavior
on the past year. The Dag of' Atonement, Yom Kippur‘. is ten dags later when
God determines if’ you are f‘or“given. The ten days between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur are the holy dags in the Jewish calendar when Jews tr‘y to
tr‘uy r‘epent and pian to be a better person iNn the upooming year.




Judaism

Hanukkah is a celebration of God
pr“otecting his people when the
follow his laws. Hanukkah, or Festival
of Lights, is a Jewish celebration that
honors an ancient miracle in Israel.
The temple, or the r“ell%ous meetlng
plaoe of' Israel was dishonored b
Greeks using it as a shrine for thelr“
own gods. The Jewish priests
reclaimed the temple and wanted to
re-dedicate it to God. The oil for
Iighting the lamps had been used, but
there WasJust enough for one day. The miracle is that this small amount of’
oil lasted for eight days and that is Why Hanukkah is celebrated for eight
nights. A menoran, an impor“tant par“t of the Hanukkah celebration, is a
candle holder with eight branches, one for each night of Hanukkah. Special
foods such as latkes (potato pancakes) andJeny donuts are fried in oil to
commemorate the miracle of' the oil.

A ceremony to become adults in the eyes of' the Jewish community is held
for boys, a bar mitzvah, and for girls, a bat mitzvah, to indicate they are old
enough to understand and practice the commandments of God. A Kippahis
worn by many devout Jewish men to remind them that they must follow the
laws of God at all times and in all plaoes. Many of' the celebrations and
cultural items of' Judaism reinforce the r‘equir‘ement follow the laws set down
in the Toran.

The Star of bDavid is a Symbol used bg the Jewish people to honor David,

a descendant of' Abraham, who became their king. David as a bog, Killed
Goliath, a giant, to protect the Jewish ﬁeo ple. This Star of David is a 8 mbo1
|

of the promise God made to protect his chosen people if they follow
laws.

Men are praying at the holy Western Wallin Jerusalem.
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L Confucianism

Confucianism is considered to be more of a ghi!osoghg than a traditional
religon. Some peo le may indicate that they are a follower of a particular
Per!i%ion, but also follow the tradition of Contucianism. Confucianism has about
6 milion followers across the world, but most are located in China where the
phi!osophy began.

This 'Ehi!oso h}_.é b%rﬂtan in China around 5t oentur‘H BCE. Confucius believed
that ma %of‘t e traditions of China had been lost and the eop!e needed to
focus on social order to improve society. Confucius wanted to make sure the
cultural values and norms of his civilization continued and added value to the
lives of the peop!e. Af'ter stud inr\g traditions of' ancient China, conf'ucius
designed a phi!oscegh that suE}go ted order and ethical behavior in Chinese
societu. His goal was to achieve harmony between the members of society.

Cconfucianism has no church organization or pr‘iests, but the sayings of
confucius stress whatis expec d of individuals:

.  Alwauys be considerate of others.

3 Re\f}o ct your ancestors.

3. Always beg in balance and harmonu.

4. Avoid extreme emotion and behavior:

5. Stay in touch with the spiritual forcesin nature.

confucius believed family was more impor‘tant than an individual and that
society could be perfect if Eeo(;ale behaved cor‘r‘ect!yﬂwnh each other: This
belief System heavily influenced cultural belief's and traditions in China and
throughout east Asia.

Statues and art of confucianism
of'ten show an older man
representin Cconfucius in prayern.
confucian artis of'ten allegor“i al,
sharing the belief systemsof
confucius. Scenes epr‘esenting
virtuous geople and their evil
olpposite are used as examp!es.
Plants and animals are used as
symbols as well. The orchid would
b€ Used to represent pur‘ity and
!oyalty.

This Japanese artwork figures Confucius, Lao Tzu and Buddha
meeting, symbolizing the harmony between the three philosophers
and their teachings.

Sl Eidres Zrgonns ®
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Sikhism is another r‘eligion that developed iNn India. This r‘eligion deve1oped
around 1500 CE, about the same time as Eur‘opeans began 1o explor‘e North

America. Sikhism is the fif'th lar“gest r‘eligion in the world with about 25 million
followers.

Nanak was born into a Hindu Family and practiced their beliefs. He was also
influenced by the Muslim belief System. Laterin his life, he contemplated his
religious belief's and God. One day Nanak wandered of'f to meditate and when
he returned, he told his friends and Family, “There is no Hinau. Thereis no
Muslim.” Nanak believed that all men and women were equal and could find God
through meditation, helping others and bein? truthful. Nanak took the title
“gur‘u" which means teacher and began to teach others of' his faith which is
called Sikhism.

Sikhs have a few basic belief's.

Thereis on!% one God who is timeless, ever“HDWher“e and inoomprehensib!e.
All Eeo le, bOth men and women, are equal efore God and have the same
rights and duties.

YOu must always focus on God.

You must alwaas be honest and work hard.

You must give 0 the needy.

Sikhs do not believe in the caste System and do not believe in fasting. The
Sikh holy text, the Guru Granth Sahib, Is the only religious text that has writings
of' teachers from various religions because SKhs bélieve there are many w H[S
to find a connection to God. They celebrate Vaisakhi, their new year festival, 1o
commemorate the year 1699, th year Sikhism began.

The turbanis an easi!y recognizable characteristic
of Sikh men. Sikhs do notcut their hair as sign of their
faith. The turbanis to keep their hair neat and tidu.
They will also wear a steel bracelet to remind the
thatlke the bracelet, God has no be%i:nin and no end.

NEw T

A Kir‘pan, or short sword, is worn by Sikhs as a SUFﬂbO]
that gou must always help the weak.
: imgo tant symbol iN Sikhism as it reminds Sikhs that
“11th y must a ays help anyone iNn need.

he sword isan

Sikh man standing by the
Golden Templein India.
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W Buddhism

Buddhism began on the Indian subcontinent in the late 6th century B.C.E
(500 B.C.E) with Siddhartha Gautama. Siddhartha was a wealth prifce who
eventuaiig agave up all his Wor“idiu %oocis as he saw the Sut‘t‘er“in§ of others.
Siddhartnasat down to meditate (or think guietly) under a tree and
wonder about life and Whg peopie were suffering. He reached “nirvana”
or enlightenment about what causes suffering and how to be released
from it. From then on, he was known as Buddha, which means the
Eniighteneci Oone.

The Four Noble Truths are the basic belief's of Buddhism.

Human life contains a gareat deal of’ Sui‘t‘er“irig.

Suf'fering is caused b gr“eed.

Sui‘i‘er‘in% can end.

Moderationin all things is the path to enlightenment. To reach
enlightenment, you m st follow the Eightfold path: be right in

un er‘standintc]:], care for others, speak the truth, help others and bring
No harm, be useful, be positive, be aware of uour‘seit‘, and aiwaus be
cam in your minad.

LM

Buddhism is practiced in manyﬁpar‘ts of the world today including China,
East Asia and South East Asia. With over 500 million believers, it is oné of the
top 5 largest r‘eiigions with over 8% of the world’s popuiation beiieving iNn the
teachings of Buddha.

Meditationis important in
Buddhism as it requires the person
to focus on their inner self and to
be still quiet and reflective. It was
through meditation that Buddna
achieved eniightenment and it is
believed that meditation will br‘ing
enlightenment to the followers.
Buadhism has spread throughout
all of Asia, and many different
tupes of Buddhism eveiopeci but

have the basic belief in
| meditation and being moderate in
A Buddhist monk meditatesin Thailand. a" th|n98-
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W Buddhism

Buddha is not a god and Buddhism does not teach of one permanent
God since all is ever-chanding. The idea of reincarnationis presentin
Buddhism which means thé ultimate goal of Buddhists is to reach the state of’
enlightenment or nirvana. oOnce nirvanais reached, the ogole of birth,
death and re-birth ends and suf'fering will also end. Siddhartha would have
been raised in Hindu belief's and it is e 8y to see par“ts of Hindu tradition in
Buddhism.

Buddhist art includes many symbols to remind its followers of the belief's of
Buddhism. The ei ht—spoked heéel r“epr“esents the Ei‘ghtrold Path to
enlightenment. There are also statues of Buddha sitting in meditation, but as
Buddhism Spread across Asia, local peo le would create Buddhas that looked
more consistent to their opulation. Ma rystetues of Buddha show him with a
large bump on the top of' his head - this epresents the knowledge he received
aurin enllghtenment. Buddha is also represented in statues reclining right
before his death. The serene and smili %expression of the PeciininaB ddha
statue shows the compassion and caimneéss that he felt with enlightehment.
Sometimes the foot or a person on a#}ourney r‘epr‘esents the P th that
Buddhists must follow to achieve nirvana.

b |
v I
¥
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A golden Buddha statue in Thailand.

Buddhists celebrate Vesak which is the birthday of Buddha or some believe
that date of his enlightenment. Families attend a t mple, light candies and
reflect on the Buddha's teaohings and how they can contihue to follow the path
to enlightenment.
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Ghr‘istianity is a religion that developed out of the Jewish faith in the modern
day Israel. It began with the teachings of' Jesus Christ around the first centur
A.D. or C.E. The teachings of Jesus encouraged not on!g Jewish eop!e, but a
people toJoin him in his belief sgstem. Jesus® followers taught that he was the
son of God that had come to earth, but that God is still monotheistic. This
Monotheistic God of Christianity is divided into 3 different aspects, God, His son,
and the Ho!y Spirit. Jesus sacrificed himself so all sin could be Por‘given, and all
people could be at one with God.

Basic belief's in Chr‘istianity are

. Godisthe only one true God, but the Tr‘inity (the three natures of
God) make up the one God.

2. Jesus, the son of God, came to earth, was sacrificed, and
resurrectedbefore he returned to heaven.

3. Thereis also a pr‘opheog that Jesus will return to earth.

Christians® holy text is the Bible which consists of' the Old and New Testament.
The Old Testament tells the stor‘y of' the Jewish people and is also part of the
Torah, but Christians add the New Testament which are letters and instructions
from the followers of' Jesus teaching others how to live as a follower of Christ.
These two parts make the Christian’s Bible.

Chr‘istianity is based on the idea
that a pr‘ophecy in the Old Testament
was fulfilled by Jesus. To reinforce
these belief's, Christians celebrate the
birth of Christ and his sacrifice as
mquor“ r‘eligious celebrations. The
birth of Christ is celebrated as
Christmas Day and the death and
resurrectionis celebrated as Easter
Christmasis a time of gh‘“ts to
represent the gh“t God provided to
man.
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Easteris a time to focus on the rebirth of Jesus. Easter occurs on a
different da every ﬁear because it is based of f of the lunar cycle. Tradition
dictates that Easter should fall on the Sunday af'ter the Passover full moon.
Along with Easter; some Christians celebrateLent, a 40-da per‘iod of fastin
and ‘grayen These holiclays symbolize the most important parts of the Christian

Pe!iglon.

Christianity has spilit into many dif ferent
types of belief's, but any r‘eligious group that
follows the Wr“itings about Christ are considered
to be of a Christian nature. The two main

roups of Christians are Catholics and

rotestants. These divisions developed as
followers of' Christianit disagr“eed on speoh‘“io
belief's in the religon. Catholics believe that the
Pope is the leader of the Catholic Church.
Protestant Christians are people who follow the
belief's of Christ and are not Catholic. Many
Christian religions fall under the term
Pope Francis is the leader of the Catholic Protestant—Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian,
EhuceD, Presbyterian, and more.

Christian art of'ten includes
pictures of Mar% the mother of
Christ, to honor his birth. The Symbo!
of' the cross is used of'ten times for
Christians as a reminder of' the
sacrifice of Christ. Chr‘istianity is the
laragest religion in the world now with
2.3 billion followers.

Michelangelo's Pieta in St. Peter's Basilicain Rome

Sl Siidies Soeeras ®



Islam

_ Islam is the second largest r‘eligion in the world
with about 1.8 billion followers. It is currently the

. f‘astestgr“owmg r‘eligion in the world. Islam egan

a1 With the founder Mohammed around 600-650 C.E.

o in Mecca which is in Saudi Arabia. Mohammed,

while meditating iNn a cave, received messages

from God, or Allah as the Muslims refer to God, to

: restore the true faith of Abraham (of the Jewish
Muslims pray 5 times a day. ‘Fa|th) and of Jesus (O‘F the Christian 'Fa|th).
Mohammadis believed the last true prophet of
God by Muslims, or followers of' Islam.

The basic belief's of Islam are:

. Allahis the one true God, but there is no division in God. Islam is a strict
monotheistic r‘eligion.
2. Al followers must submit to the will of Allah which is what “Islam” literally
means.
3. There are Five Pillars of' Islam to follow:
a. Faith in God and in Mohammed as God's prophet,
b. Prayer which should be done five times a aay.
B Giving to the poor;
d. Fasting to remind followers that all need Allah’s assistance, and
e. TaKing the Ha'J, ora pilgrimage to Mecca
4. The Holy Book is the Quran which are the final revelations to Mohammad
from Allah, but Muslims also believe in the Torah, and parts of' the Bible.
Islam divided into two main groups or denominations, the Sunni and the
Shia, when it could not be agr“eed upon who would lead after the death of
Mohammed. Sunnis are a megjor“ity iN most Muslim communities in Southeast
Asia, China, South Asia, Africa, and a part of' the Arab world. Shia mostly live
N Ir“aq, Bahrain, Iran, and Azerbaﬁan,

Sl Siidies Soeeras ®
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Ramadan, one of the pilars of Islam, is a month of f‘asting ciur“ing the da
iight hours. This i‘asting period is to heip followers focus on how to be a better
person. Fasting from food and water is to make clear the problems of the
poor; but dur“ing Ramadan there should be an emphasis on self -reflection and
becoming a better person.

The quJ, another pillar of Islam,
r‘equir‘es that every able-bodied Muslim
take a hoig piigr“image or trip 1o Mecca,
B the holiest city in Islam, at some paint in

i their life. The pilgrimage takes piaoe
. ciur“ing the last month of the Islamic
@l calendar: Thousands of Muslims travel
4 to Mecca to perf‘orm rituals at the
4 Kaaba or House of God. ThisJourne
§ not only symbolizes the journe of life,
but also as the Muslims assembie
Men bow in prayer in Mecca during the Hajj. togetherﬂ arﬂound the Kaabag It
ngboiizes the unitg of' Islam. ThisJour‘neg isa very important part of the
culture of' Islamic Sooietg.

Accor“ding to Islamic belief's,
representations of iiving beings are
not allowed as this is disr‘espeot?ui of
the power of' Allah as the one true
creator. This guides the tgpe of art
seen in mosques or r‘eiigious buildings
to be geometr‘io, abstract, or to
emphasize oaiiigr“aphg, a Stgie of
writing. Mang of the reiigious houses
as well as non-religious items are
characterized bg the repetition and
patterns of geometr“io ciesigns. The
star and crescent is of'ten use to
r‘epr“esent Islam.

A mosqueinlran is decorated with mosaics.
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Directions: Check the statements that you think are true.

C 0O 0O O O DO

The largest religion in the world is Christianity.

The fastest growing religion in the world is Islam.

In the HINAu religion, people believe in the rebirth of' the soul.
Christmas is an important holiday to the Jewish people.
Meditation is practiced by many religions around the world.

IN confucianism, people are r‘equir‘ed (o) give up all of' their
wor"ld13 possessions.

caring for the poor is important if you are a part of' the Sikh
religion.

Reincarnation is believed bg different religions.

If you are a Buddhist, you believe suFFer*ing is caused bg greed.

Fasting iS an important part of' Islam.
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Scenarios

Religion

Characteristics

My religion is considered to be the oldest and
one of the largest with over 1 billion followers.
We study the Vedas looking for the one truth. HINDUISM
Most followers are in India, but they can also
be found around the world. | try to live a
good and honorable life so my next life will
get me closer to Brahman. What religion do |
practice?
| worship in a synagogue along with other
members of my faith. We read the Torah and
try to follow the laws of God. There are only JUDAISM
about 14 million in our faith, but we are
spread all over the world even though we
consider Israel our home. My religion was
the first to practice monotheism. What
religion do | follow?
| live in China and follow more of a
philosophy than a religion. We believe in
order and behaving in an honorable way. The CONFUCIANISM
goal of our belief system is to maintain
harmony in our society. To do this, we try to
follow the sayings left to us by our founder.
What belief system am | a part of?
| meditate almost every day focusing on the
Eightfold path that will lead me to nirvana. My
goal is to achieve an end to my suffering BUDDHISM
which can be done if | am not greedy. | follow
the Four Noble Truths left to us by the
Enlightened One. What religion do |
practice?
| am part of the largest religion in the world. |
use the Bible as a way to follow my beliefs. |
am Catholic, but many other followers who CHRISTIANITY
call themselves Protestants practice the
same religion as | do. We all believe in the
Trinity and that following the teachings of
Jesus is most important to be forgiven of sins.
What religion do | practice?




Scenarios

Characteristics Religion

| pray 5 times a day and follow the Holy
Quran. Ramadan is an important time for me
because | must fast during the daylight hours
and focus on becoming the kind of person
Allah wants me to be. My religion is the
second largest and started in SaudiArabia. |
believe Mohammad was the last true prophet
from Allah. What religion do | follow?

My religion started in India around 1500. |
wear a turban and believe that in any
situation, | must help the needy. Guru Nanak
taught us that all men and women are equal.
| know if | am truthfulin all things, perform my
duties and meditate, that | will find God.
What religion do | follow?

ISLAM

SIKHISM




Are you wanting to use technology with task cards?
Then BOOM Cards are your solution. Your students
will log onto Boom LearningS™ use their desktop
computer, laptop, Chromebook, tablet, or cell phone.

Whal) ate the Genefilss of BOOIM Candsy?

No prep! It is all done for you! You do not have to
print (although you have that option if you want),
R o laminate, or cut out any cards.

BOOM Cards are self-grading! It’s
almost like magic!

s this sigetous o
Wil it seatty % i ol ggﬂ/]’}%?

Yes! BOOM Cards provide a variety of questioning formats such
as multiple choice, fill in the blank, and sorting. The images will

allow your students to analyze color photos to increase their
understanding of the content.

Wil my students Gike BOOM Cards?

Yes! It is a super easy way to review in a game like
format.




Go to https://wow.boomlearning.com/ and create an
account. To use Boom Cards, you must be
connected to the Internet. Boom Cards play on
modern browsers (Chrome, Safari, Firefox, and
Edge). Apps are available for Android, iPads,
iPhones, and Kindle Fires.

For security and privacy, adults must have a Boom Learning account to
use and assign Boom Cards. You will be able to assign the Boom Cards
you are buying with "Fast Pins," (play provides instant feedback for self-
grading Boom Cards). Fast Play is always a free way for students to
engage with Boom Cards decks. For additional assignment options you'll
need a premium account. /f you are new to Boom Learning, you will be
offered a free trial of our premium account. Read here for

details: http://bit.ly/BoomTrial. If you choose not to stay on a premium
account after your free trial, you will still be able to assign all your Boom
Cards to as many students as you see fit using Fast Play pins (which give
instant feedback for decks that are self-grading).

Whaly il T have a question?
You can find the answers to your questions with these helpful
videos: https://www.youtube.com/c/boomlearning



https://www.youtube.com/c/boomlearning
https://wow.boomlearning.com/
http://bit.ly/BoomTrial
https://www.youtube.com/c/boomlearning
https://wow.boomlearning.com/
http://bit.ly/BoomTrial

Access your game on Boom LearningM by clicking on the
image below.

Drag and drop the symbols and terms that are

associated with Judaism.
& JudagT ﬁ
AL

monotheism
|- - s |

\
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https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/tpt-36Wsu6wKuzP7iRznN?tpt=1&ref=1&paid=1601654061213
https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/tpt-36Wsu6wKuzP7iRznN?tpt=1&ref=1&paid=1601654061213

What is it? : Wl% %

This dm’re,gy can be used as an individual assignmen’r or a small ﬂgr)\j) J}V(;j)ec’r. If worlu‘ng
N a.group, each gro would prepare a mosaic dePia’rin key ideos vents from a fopic <
or unt §|'Ud>! and present the mosaic to the class. This }rocesgin assignman’r is similar
o the mini-mural, but simpler and smaller in scale. An alternative Processing assignmen’r
includes crea’ring a mosai Puzzle.

How does it work?

Sh)de.n;r_s Convey the most impor’ran’r information about the Jropic', including

o opic

WI/Ea’r is it?

Who is/was involved?

What are important dates velated 1o the ’ropic? (include timeline)

What are the important Plaf,as involvedr

Wlny is this important?

Summary sentence

Explana’rion of the impaf,’r (What does this ’ropic have 1o do with change?)

Wlny use it? !
This is a graphic summary of information. it allows students to ‘chunk: information info
smalley Par’rs. )

O o0 00000

g
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Directions: create a mosaic to represent the Rey ideas of your topic. Each space should
have a separate image with a summary sentence. Taken together, all of the spaces should
represent the same theme.




Mosaic Puzzle

Create a Puzzle that shows the key Poin+5 of your +0P'|c. Each Puzzle Piece
should have it's own image, but all +oge+her it should make a pidrure. Label
the images.

G ®
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Mosaic Puzzle

Create a puzzle that shows the key poin-l-s of your +opic. Each Puzzle piece
should have it's own image, but al +oge+her it should make a Pidrure. Label
the images.




Mosaic Puzzle

Create a Puzzle that shows the key Poin+5 of your +0P'|c. Each Puzzle Piece
should have it's own image, but all +oge+her it should make a pidrure. Label
the images.
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W Vocabulany Activity

What do you think are the definitions of each of these terms based on the picture?
Term Your Definition Actual Definition

one of the hereditary social
caste e hereditary
classes in Hinduism that
restrict the occupation of their
members

the movement, migration, or
scattering of a people away
from an established or
ancestral homeland

med|tate to engage in mental exercise

(such as concentration on
one's breathing or repetition of
a mantra) for the purpose of
reaching a heightened level of
spiritual awareness

the doctrine or belief that
there is but one God

‘monotheism

o

a building used for public
worship by people of the
Islamic religion




WE e Vocahulary O
What do you think are the definitions of each of these terms based on the picture?

Term Your Definition Actual Definition

A person who is a part of the
Islamic religion

belief in or worship of more
than one god

olytheism
iy

rebirth of a soul in new bodies
or forms of life

a building for religious worship
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What are the different
groups in Islam?

What are important Islamic holidays and how
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mg\w - | 1 oF Y
ANy @cg
| / @\ \ % \u\@_,:gm 7 l tg
MU TR b
holy bt

Share one interesting fact
“ . apout Islam

- VI Rw\m

~ /

e Y e e




Summarize the main beliefs of c::m...;y
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Christianity
originated
Write the date
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are Christian
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Directions: Check the statements that you think are true.

C 0O 0O O O DO

Key — True
statements
are in bold.

The largest religion in the worldis Christianity.

The fastest growing religion in the worldis Islam.

In the Hindu religion, people believe in the rebirth of the soul.
Christmas is an important holiday to the Jewish people.
Meditationis practiced by many religions around the world.

IN confucianism, people are requ]red (o) give up all of' their
world@ possessions.

Caring for the poor Is Important if youare a part of the Sikn
religion.

Reincarnation is believed bg different r‘eligions.
If youare a Buddhist, you believe suffer‘ing is caused bg gr‘s-ed.

Fasting is an impor‘tant part of Islam.

A
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Image Key

Image Letter Description Religion
A Illustration of colorful Hindu lord Hinduism
Ganesha on decorative
background
B Confucius in a fresco from Confucianism
a Western Han tomb
in Dongping, Shandong.
C Golden Buddha statues in Buddhism
Thailand.
D Nasir Al-Mulk Mosque in Shiraz, Islam
Iran, also known as Pink Mosque
E Art interior in Moroccan Judaism
synagogue of Casablanca.
F The Golden Temple, Amritsar, Sikhism
India.
G A copy of the Madonnina Christianity

statue of the Virgin Mary atop
the Milan Cathedral in Italy.




L love Covly 1/60@—1/7 and éfl%ﬂw iqfeqs with teacherd

You can find me on social media and Jrhrough N website,
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y https://twitter.com/@SSSuccessl
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Did \ou ’ﬂne lesson and want others lke it?

Click on a link below 10 explore more exciﬁng lessons for



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Social-Studies-Success/Category/US-History-135824
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Social-Studies-Success/Category/Texas-History-133279
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teachers and students. M

For more than 25 vears, L have brought my love of Social Studies 1o

/

J

ourney includes a variety of roles - classroom

Teacher, instructional coach,”curvicldum coovdinator, universiw Professor, and
rofessional de,velopmenf rainer. Workmg with middle school students has
een one of the highligm“s of my career.

histo

After thirteen
. L Transitione

ears in the classroom teaching 1 and & arade
into the vole of an instructional coach at & high

sehool CAMPUS. This window into other teachers' classrooms motivated m
inney caling 1o improve, social studies instruction. L realized how impor+m+
z;tualify teachers are in c,mnging the way students learn higfory.

My next s‘reP was o central office. L
served ‘a district of over 55,000 students
as a Social Studies Coordinator. My goa! of
improving Social Studies instruction
continued as I worked with over (00 K-.2
Social Studies teachers 1o implemerﬁ
Hransformative Social Studies education.

In m* curyent vole, L provide
rofessional deve!opment consuttin
services and vesources to Social %Jrudies
Teachers. Research into best practices is
embedded into all of my vesourees. I want
every child To understand the impormnoe
of Social Studies in their life - and eve
Teacher 10 have the tools 1o reach them.

You can veach me at
www.SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
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