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Frior to the lesson —

(d Print the Word Wall terms, Lap Book template, and readings. Each student will heed their own
copy of the lap book template. You can create a class set of the readings or give each student
their own copies of the readings to highlight and annotate. The readings will also be available
on Google Slides™ with the directions and link on a following page. Because this resource
contains manipulatives, | recommend printing part of the lap book template on white cardstock.
| have indicated the pages that need to be printed on card stock on the lap book.

Create a sample of the lap book. You will want at least one lap book created so that you can
model it for your students.

Gather your materials. You will heed folders, scissors, tape, and glue sticks for the lap book. |
would also recommend Ziplock bags for any students who struggle with organization.

Post the Word Wall terms in the front of your room. Flease note, the vocabulary for this era is
extensive! Only post and review the vocabulany terms needed for the topic each day.

Pace out the resources. Yhat days are you teaching each topic? The readings are designed to
fully cover all of the standards, but you will want to break up the readings with different reading
strategies (I have included a few for you) and video clips. Choose the vocabulary terms that
your students will need for each lesson, and plan for quick vocabulary instruction.

Day of the lesson —

O 00O 0O

1. Share with your students the purpose of this lesson. It is designed for your students to learn
about the American Revolution.

2. Create the lap book with your students. (The directions are on a following page). If this is the
first time you have created a lap book, it may take over 42 an hour. You can save time by
precutting the pages in advance.

3. Use the Word Walll images to teach the vocabulary at the beginning of each topic. Be sure to
pronounce each term for your students. You can write the definitions on the term itself (if it is
laminated) or write the definition next to the term on your white board.

4. Use the readings to teach the content. | would recommend choosing different strategies — |
have included a few for you to look at in this resource.

5. After your students have finished a reading, have them complete the corresponding section in
their lapbook.

6. Use the manipulatives to increase engagement and constantly review during the unit. For
example, once you have finished learning about all of the events leading to the American
Revolution, you can:

=have your students place them in chronological order,

srank from most important to least important,

splace the people cards next to each event they are associated with, and/or

mask comprehension questions and have your students hold up the cards that answer
your question.



Be sure to follow these important directions if you want to allow your

students to complete this activity using Google Slides™.

Click on this link below from your Google Drive™ —

American Revolution Readings

You will be directed to a page in your Google™
account that will ask if you would like to copy the
document. Once you make a copy, you will be %
able to manipulate parts of the activity before you i
assign it to your students. The individual pages
are locked images, but you will be able to delete
or add any slides you wish. Once you are ready
to go, assign the activity to your students. WNhen
assigning in Google Classroom™  be sure to
select "Make a Copyfor Each Student"to ensure
that each student has their own assignment to
work on individually.

Dayn

Enjoy!


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_znnYRFibgIKf6IoULwfwwLzx-zlg4cnwdz7ZXoQnSA/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_znnYRFibgIKf6IoULwfwwLzx-zlg4cnwdz7ZXoQnSA/copy

Open a standard size folder

and lay it flat.

Cut the Events
Leadingto the
American
Revolution
handoutin half.
Glue each ¥: on an
outside flap.

Glue in the Key
Events in the center
of your lapbook on
top ofthe 13
Colonies title. Place
it as far down on the
folder as you can.

Fold the right side toward the  Fold the left side toward the center — and

center. Crease at the fold. crease again. You can use the edge of

Cut out each of the
pockets. Tape themon

the scissors to help create a tight crease.

Cut the American
Revolution title. Be sure

the sides of the lap book. to leave a portion to glue

Only place the tape on

to the top of the folder.

the bottom and two sides

of each pocket.

Tape the Battles
map on top of the
events. Only place
one piece of tape
at the top so this
page can lift up.

JEARD KA

Glue the Choose the information you want

Declaration of your students to use for the inside
Independence on pockets. Print those copies and
the back. have your students cut out and

place in each pocket. Please note,
there are two different versions for
all of the people included in the
American Revolution.
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What is it?
Annoligwhng a text combines effective lnighlighﬁng with marginal annotations that help o
explajn the highligwed words and thge ‘

How does it work?

. Choose a focus for the hi?hliéwhng Create a prom that focuses students on clearly
Taraeted content in a text. (Exaniple: "Annoliglfrf any Paﬁ of the passaze Hhat dhows
how™ a conflict migiht develop between Britain“and the' Colonies”)

Z. Students highlig the mrg ted information. Tlney use a ‘felegmphic" Proac)n,
hi hli@hh‘ng onN the words that are essential 10 address the focus of the prompt.

3. Studénts annotate their highlights in the marains. The annotation is a brief explana,ﬁon
of wlny fhe\} selected that speciﬂc Porh‘on of The text 1o lnighli ht. Students’
annotations ghould be clearly related 1o the Purpogefpromp’r se by the teacher at the
beginning of the lesson.

4. Provide an oppor]vn’r’ry for students to check their work and share with others.

Why use it?

Bec?ause of the content-related P‘:’“Oﬁgfﬁ annolighh‘ng focuses student fhinkjng on the
lesson's "bi@ ideos’. it serves as a note Tabng Tormat that engages students with content
without a 10T of wr‘rﬁng

Example:
Annolight any part of the passage that ghows how a conflict might develop between
-Br‘rmjr? and ;/hg Colonies. P J P

The Proclamation of 1763

Thiy shavid o histovy During the French and Indian War, Britain and the

ond & gool. /Jp colonies fought side by side. Jowever, when the war
ended, problems arose. Britain wanted to govern its 13
colonies and the territories gained in the war in a uniform
way. So, the British Parliament in London imposed new
laws and restrictions. Previously, the colonies had been
They ave ustd 1o allowed to develop lareelv on their own. The British
indpendence. __—r government simply let the colonists govern themselves
with little to no interference. The new laws that were
being passed made the colonists feel that their natural
riehts and freedoms

<+—1— dals ot o frir
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Beat the Teacker is an aaﬁvi’ry that lnelps shidents develop shfong cﬁxeeﬁoning skills
that result in enhanced comprehengion‘

How does it work?

. Ask students to read a text selection careﬁ;lly. When They finish, have them
form Pajrs or small groups and write a list of oﬂxesﬁons Hhot \ou, the teacher, wil
find drfficult to answér.

Z. While students are reading and develoging cyee:ﬁona read the selection yow‘gehc
and create a list of questions for students.

3. After \oU and the€ students are done creaﬁng qa/xe‘sﬁong, ait in front of the
class and prepare 10 be Pepaered with ogjesﬁons.

4. Select a ent 10 record both qe ions and answers so oopieg can be given
10 everyone after the af,ﬁvm

5. To PW the 1%%6’ 5Qri\fe e gmuf a sequential number. Then:

v Call on the fir 9ro and have them ask \ou a cyesﬁon.

v If the gro stum \ou, the cass earns a Point Call on the next grovp and
have thém ask you a guestion. You may not ask a cﬁiesﬁon until you ¢an
corvecty answerr one 6f the students'” questions.

v If you answer correcﬂy, give yourgehc PoimL and ask the next grouE\ a
uestion. I the group you call on cannot cowecﬁy anawey the ajf!geeﬁo . U

et a point. Studénts may not ask you a cyesﬁon unil )rhey can Wecﬁy
answeyr- one of your questions. (You may décide whether or not 1o continue 1o
ack the same cujesﬁon after Smmping o growp of students for the firet time.)

Wh\) use it?
This is a quick and easy way o engose students while wcowsing on reading
oomprehension.




What is it?

This is a reading simfegy 10 help students focus on a reading with a Par“mer

How does it work?
Follow these Sfeps for COVER - READ - REPEAT.

. Give shudents a selection of fext and Place them with a Pm‘mer Numbey \our shidents
in their Paﬁmrehip [ and 2

Z. Al number one students are going 10 vead the first par mph of the fext to their
Pmﬂer who is covering the Pamgmph on their own paper W Hheir hand.

3. When the first partner finishes their Eamgmph, the second E&Y‘]‘ﬂer will verbally
summarize what ey have heard. If th Y need help, fhey can uncover the reading or
ask their Par“mer

4, Continie the process with each student having an opporhm‘rfy 1o both read, and
summarize the information that is being reod.

5. Debrief each reading selection with the entire class.

Wh\) use it?
This «simfe@y alows shudents 10 work mgefher on a reading in a structured manney.




Jwéé(%o

What is it? Just One is an e0Sy reading siﬂra’regy Hhat heips students focus on the
main idea of a texdt.

How does it work?

. Asgian students a ghort section of text 10 read - not Eonger Hhan one page in
lengtin,

Z.  Alow students 1o read the text and ask them to look for the one most impor“fan’r
sentence in the reading.

3. Ask shudents 10 highli @rf the one sentence ’rhey think. is the most imporfan’r, and
be repared to defend their ’rlninkjng.

4. After everyone is finished, ask several students 1o share out their answer with
the reason why ’rhey chose that sentence.

Why use it?
Students will reread a selection of text several fimes as ’rhey look. for the one most
imporfan)r sentence, which is usuai!y the main idea.

=

/_
My one
sentence is...

@@y @ ®
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What is it?
This is a reading eimfegy 10 help students focus on a reading with a Par“mer

How does it work?
Follow these sfeps for WRAP - WHISPER, READ, ALTERNATING, PARACRAPHS

. Give shudents a selection of fext and Place them with a Pm‘]ﬂer Numbey \our shidents
in their Par“lﬂerghip [ and 2

Z. Al number one students are going 10 vead the first Pam@mph of the ftext by
whigpering it 1o their Par]ﬂer

3. When the first partner finishes their amgr&gh, the second Efmﬂer whisper veads
the next parazrapn. This paﬁern will continug  until fhey have read the entire selection.

4. Debrief each readin@ selection with the entire class.

Why use it?
Thi Qimfegy alows students 1o work Togefher on a reading in a structured manney.
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Events Leading
10 the

The French and Indian War (1754-1763)

Proclamation of 1763 G

3 .. r g
: :J |Bnmuﬂanntll-l??0|

American
Revolution

Second Continental Congress (1775-1776)

. . . . K|

The Veclanation of Independence - July 41776



Directions — cut out each of these envelopes. Tape
them to the lap book on the two sides and the bottom to
make pockets.

' IMPORTANT
| INFORMATION

I Sl Sldies Cesest ®

FEOFLE

IMPORTANT
EVENTS DURING
THE AMERICAN

REVOLUTION

IMPORTANT
EVENTS LEADING |
To THE AMERICAN |

KEVOLUTION :




i Thomas Jefferson

King George Il

a2
rAbigaiI Adams
f
E -/
. Samuel Adams Wentworth Cheswell
b,

]

Patrick Henry James Armistead

Crispus Attucks Thomas Paine

™ John Adams /~ ——_ Marquis de Lafayette

.

,_John Paul Jones

J

ceinl SRl TRhgeeds ®

» John Hancock

Directions — cut out each of these strips. Summarize the information and then place them in the pocket of the lap book
to help you study the key information from the American Revolution. PRINT ON WHITE CHRDSTOCK



Alexander Hamilton % General Cornwallis

/-’/“;;i _ Paul Revere 4 . Benedict Arnold
-

I ot Ut the tifle £ loup. Glve this por fion down af the ’FDP center of Hovr P oook. Glve he I
I Keu EVENTS down 10 create o st oase. Fold it over 10 create o pop-up fitle. I

FRIT O WHITE CRRDSTOCKH



Important People
George Washington —commanded the colonial

troops during the American Revolution

Thomas Paine — wrote the pamphlets, Common
Sense and the American Crisis to convince the
common man to join the side of the Patriots and
fight the British

Marquis de Lafayette — French nobleman who
aided the Americans during the Revolution.
Camped with Washington and his men during
the winter at Valley Forge

Patrick Henry — patriotic speech which included,
“Give me Liberty or give me Death!” persuaded
others to join the Patriot cause

Merey Otis Warren — convinced many people to
fight in the American Revolution through her
letters, poems, and plays.

Founding Fathers — individuals who played major
role in declaring independence from England,
fighting the Revolutionary War, or writing or
adopting the Constitution (Sam Adams, George
Washington, Paul Revere, Thomas Jefferson, Ben
Franklin)

John Adams - defended the British soldiers at
the trial for the Boston Massacre. Delegate at
both the First and Second Continental Congress.
Served on the Committee of Five to write the
Declaration of Independence.

Sons of Liberty - a loosely organized, secret,
sometimes violent, political organization created
to advance the rights of the colonists and to fight
taxation by the British government.

Important People
Samuel Adams — member of the Sons of Liberty,

organized the Boston Tea Party, and committees
of correspondence to spread the patriot's cause

Crispus Attucks — One of the 5 men killed in the
Boston Massacre, first African American and
person to die in the Revolutionary War

King George Il — King of England during the
Revolutionary War. Considered to be atyrant by
the American colonists.

Benjamin Franklin —Franklin was sent to France
during the Revolutionary War to try to convince
the French to help the colonists fight the British,
served on the Committee of Five

Thomas Jefferson — wrote the Declaration of
Independence in 1776, served on the Committee
of Five

James Armistead — a man who was born into
slavery who fought for the American Revolution
and served as a spy

Abigail Adams —told husband John Adams to
‘remember the ladies’, one of the first women to
speak on women's rights

Wentworth Cheswell —rode with Paul Revere to
warn of a British invasion. Served in the
Continental Army at the Battle of Saratoga.

John Paul Jones — led the American navy during
the revolution. Won important battles against the
British

Important Dates
1763 — Proclamation of 1763 forbid American
colonists to move west of the Appalachian
Mountains

1775 — “Shot heard ‘round the world” the Battles
of Lexington and Concord that started the
Revolutionary War

1776 — Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration
of Independence which declared the 13 colonies
independent from England

1781 - Battle of Yorktown — the last major battle
of the Revolutionary War where Cornwallis
surrenders to Washington

1783 — Treaty of Paris that ended the
Revolutionary War
T ————

Important
Give me liberty or give me death.
— Patrick Henry, 1775

uotes

I have not yet begun to fight.
— John Paul Jones

These are the times that try men’s souls. The
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in
this crisis, shrink from the service of their county;
but he that stands it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman.

— Thomas Paine

Dan’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes.
—Battle of Bunker Hill

The shot heard ‘round the world.

Directions — cut out each
of these strips. Place
them in the pockets of
the lap book to help you
study the key information
from the American
Revolution.

-Battle of Lexington

Causes of the American Revolution

Mercantilism — Idea that the colonists were to
make money for England. Colonies were forced
to send their raw materials such as timber,
cotton and tobacco to England so England could
manufacture goods from those raw materials
and sell them back to the colonies. England did
not allow the colonies to sell their goods to
anyone else but England. England did not allow
the colonies to buy manufactured goods from
anyone else but England. This is mercantilism

No Taxation without Representation— American
colonists were angry that they were being taxed
by the British government without having a say
in the British legislature.

Salutary Neglect was a British policy of ignoring
of colonial trade laws in the American colonies
during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries. The policy was based on the idea that
the colonies would be more prosperous and
loyal to Britain if they were allowed to govern
themselves and trade freely. For years, the
British government had ignored what was
happening in the British colonies.

FRINT O WHITE CARDSTOCK



The French and Indian War The S-I-arrp Act

- B~

The To

P

pockets of the lap book to help you study the key information from

Directions — cut out each of these pictures. Place them in the
the American Revolution.

FRINT O WHITE CARDSTOCK




The Battles of
Lexinngon and Concord

— e

e alle Chlpote: or . Voweriw werialloorring &

First Continental Congr‘ess

T

L X 7

77

THe SoRE DE t_ibér+y

pockets of the lap book to help you study the key information from

Directions — cut out each of these pictures. Place them in the
the American Revolution.

FRINT O WHITE CARDSTOCK



The Batte of Bunker Hil

Washir19+on Crossin9 the
Delaware

British surrender after
the Battle of Saratoaga

. T 3

pockets of the lap book to help you study the key information from

Directions — cut out each of these pictures. Place them in the
the American Revolution.

British surrender after
the Battle of Yorktown

7
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ey
;::l‘ American Victory

£ British Victory




7{/63 venls

Battle of Bunker Hill— June 17, 1775

Battle of Trenton— December26, 1776

Battle of Saratoga— September— October 1777

Winterat Valley Forge— 1777-1778

Battle of Yorktown — September 28 — October 19, 1781

Treaty of Paris — September 3, 1783




(e Decinalint Jideperfone )

The unanimous Dedaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and
to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Written by —

Grievances

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States;
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all
political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved: and that as Free and Independent States, they
have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm relianc
on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.




Events Leading to
the American
Revolution
Readings
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Page 1

Wa®  The French and Tndan War

One of the first causes of the American Revolution was the debt left from the French and
Indian War. This war, also called the Seven Years War, was fouégl/rk between France and Great
Britain. Tension had existed for hundreds of years between the nglish and the French, and the
French expansion info Jrerr'rkory claimed by the English in the Ohio River valley sparked this war.

The border between French and Britich Jrew'rkory was not wel defined or @uarded, and one
disputed area was the upper Ohio River valley. The French had butt several forts in this regon 1o
control the territory. In (754, British colonial forces, led w A young Lieutenant Colonel George
Washington, aftempted 1o push the French out of the area. In a small skirmich outside of Fort
Necessaity, Washinaton's Jrroops were defeated, Ieading 10 a French vioJrory. This battle would be the
only time Washingron surrendered 1o an enem.

Washingmn was only 21 at the time, bul this first battle would impact events around the world.
Ceoroe Washington sat down and wrote a detaled account of his\joumey 10 the Ohio Valley and a
deseription of all that he had seen. The Jownal of Mg;'or @O@e Washmﬁm was published in various
NeWSpapers in both Great Britain and America. The purnal not omly helped 1o inform the American and
Britich popuJaﬁong of the growing French threat in The Ohio River \/alley, but also made young George
Washingﬁ)n a celebrity on both ades of the Aflantic. When news of Washingmn's falure i battle
reached the Britich Prime Minister, the governmenf crflﬁcjally declared war a@ainsf the French in 175¢.

The French and Indian War placed France, French colonists, [
and their Native American allies agginst Great Britain, the -
American colonists, and the Iroquois Confederacy, which controled

arts of northern Pennsyivania. The war did not begin well for the ke
ritish. The British Government sent leaders that upset :
otential Native American dlies and angered eolonists, The war i
orth America settled into a stalemate for the next several

z?ars, while mulﬁple battles oceurved around the world. The fide
rned in 1757 because Wiliam Pitt, the new British leader, saw

the colonial conflicts as the kﬁy to bujlding a Iarge Britich empire. The British lost many of the early

He borrowed lqea\;ily 1o finance the war. battles in the French and Indian War.

On Feb‘rua%i& [763, over two years affer the ﬁglfrhn? had ended in North America, the war
officialy ended with the Signing of the Jreaty of Faris Great Britain agined vast amounts of teryito
in North America from the Jrreafy: including Canada and Florida. The American colonists were excited
when quy heard the results of the Weﬁfy of Fari For hea‘rly a oenhm ﬂney had lived in fear of
the French colonists and their Native American alles. Now France's influence on the continent lad
been pushed out and Jrhey could hope to live out their lives in peace without relying on Britain's
rotection.

unforhmafely for Great Britain, this vicfro%would come af a greaJr eost.  The French and
Indian War had been exﬁremely expensive: and the Britich governmenf'g attempts to impost taxes on
colonists 1o help cover these expenses resulted in increasing anger. In the years that Tolowed, the
British 5overnmen+ pagged taxes in order 1o pay off the massive debt from the war. Hi@h Taxes
were placed on items the colonists considered pardr of everyday ife ke tea, molasses, sugar, and
paper pmducfs. These faxes, alon@ with other restrictions, would spark the American Revolution.




Page 2

\NGW“ Policies Lead to Resentment

The end of the French and ILndian War did not bring the peace so many American colonists
desired. In oddiion 1o the economic folieies passed by the Britich government one other law an@ered
colonists. This new law was the Roya Proclamation of 1763

The Roya/ Frociamation of 1763 wos a Proelamrmn issued by HUDSON BAYCONPRNY .
Kin George ITT that was written o resolve conflicts between
American colonists and Native American tribes. This proclamation
forbade American colonists from setting west of the Appalachian ROMCE F
Mountains, as thic area was veserved Tor the different Natfive
American nations. The British governmenJr believed that this would
help prevent confiicts between American colonists and the
indrgenous Americans who lived there. As an added benefit, this (000
roclamation would reduce the costs of Aefending the colonies e
a@ajns% aftacks by Native Americans.

The Royal Prociamation of 1763 angered American colonists.
Man celonisé hod already moved west of the Appalad/lian cra
Mountains and had established settlements in the regjon. The
were upset that the British aovernment was now forbidding them

from ex anding further west. The colonists beleved that ﬂqey Eéhﬂfﬁgpp”nif:;?%h i 1775
had won the ?w +o expand westward after defeahng France in The Royal Broglamaiion of 1783:sctihe
Jr*ne Erendq an_ Ind'an War, ﬂ"%’ saw the Pmdamamﬂ as a boundaries of the American Colonies at
violafion of their W@WQ the Appalachian Mountains.

The Roval Prociamation of 1763 also had economic effects on American colonists. Many eolonists
had invested in land, noping o pmﬁr from the expansion of setflements westward. The proelamaﬁon purk
an end to these hopes, cavusing many colonists 1o lose money. It also limited the amount of land
avaiable for farming and other economic. activities, which hurt the economic grom*n of the colonies.

The Koya/ Froclamation of 1763 contributed 1o Ggrowing
tension between American colonists and the British government
Colonists felt that their ridhts were being violated, and Jrney
became inoreasingl frustrated with Brihish policies that limited
their economic Oppo fies. Americans called N George 11T a

rant, and were an Iy with the way he was governing the
eolonies.  This tension would continue 1o buid in the years Ieading U 10
the American Revoludion, wﬁmafely Ieading 10 the colonies' declaration of
independence from Britain in 1776,

Many colonists were
angry with the British
government.
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WGW“ Economic Polices Anger Colonicts

For hundreds of years, Engli;h colonists had been onaJ to the crown. They considered themselves
English utizens, with the ri@l/rks and Privileges oﬂizensl;ir opve them. However, laws passed affer the
Frenchh and Indian War, made colonists vealize Jrhey dd not have the same righhs as men Iiving in
Endland.

’ During the French and Indian War, Britain's national debt
nearly doubled. The British government borvrowed a ot of money
from banks in Britain and the Netherlands to pay for the war
with France. The British governmenJr shfuggled 10 find ways 1o
pay their debt. In the years that followed, many different faxes
were passed on items that the colonists considered part of
everyday ife lke tea, molasses, and paper producﬁrs. Thou@h roud
Englishmen: the colonists viewed themselves as partners in the
British Empire, not subgects. King George IIT did not see it this
wa. King Georae beleved that the colonists benefited from
the French and Indian War because it secured their borders. So,
he Jrhouglfrk the colonists should lqelp ay off the debt. He also
inereased the debt after the war. To profect his newl aoctuired
Jrew'rkorx}; from future aftacks, King George TTT decided 1o send
pevmanenJr Britigh army units to the Americas. But this required
more money. The Brifisn government needed money quicky Empire and considered a tyrant.

On April 5, 1764, Parliamen’r passed a low called the S@rﬁaﬁo help pay off the war debt and
finance the Britich army's presence in America. The Szgmf Act placed a tax on suaar and other
500&15 imported into the American colonies from other countries. Americans reacted 1o this Tax with
anger! ey ﬂqougtfrk it was unfair and believed the British @ovemmer‘ﬁr was Jr@iong 1o toke advanmge
of them. According 1o the Britidh, the purpose of the American colonies was supply row wateriols
1o England and envrich the Mother 6’0mf7fy. This is called mercantiism.

In order fo ensure the ooopemﬁon of the colonists, many laws created by Parliament hod not
been enforced. Salut Neglech was a British policy of ignoring of colonial trade laws in the American
colonies duriﬂg the late seventeenth and early eidhteenth centuries. The policy was based on the idea
that the colones would be more prosperous and Toval fo Britain if ﬂ’le\/J were alowed 1o govern
themselves and rade Preelg. For vears, the Britis govemmerﬁ had ighoved what was appehiﬂg i the
Brifish colonies. When the Britich 1ried o enforce laws after years of ignoring them, the American
colonists were infuriated

el

#. o ulthe STAMP. B¢

However, as the expenses for majnfajning an army in America. vose, the
British Parlament responded 0ssing the Suaar Act and many more taxes
followed. On March 22, 1165, Parliament passed another law called the Stamp
Aetto vaise money. The Stamp Act required American colonists to ay a tax on
every pieoe of prinfed paper Jrhey used, inclu.ding Iegf:d documents, newspapers,
and playing cards. These tax laws were the first fime American colonists were
req’wred 10 paj a Tax to the Britigh @ovemment The colonists gfrongm opposed
the S%amjp Act and saw it as a violaton of their riglfrks. They believed that only
their own elected represenmﬁves had the rigw 1o tax them.

it
m of the Effe&




\ NG Colonists Fight Back

As different taxes continued 1o be passed, American colonists began
10 unite agajhsf the Britich governmeht ey boycoﬁed Britich goods and
encoumged others to do the same. Two divisons beaan o form in the
colonies: those that Sﬁpoﬁed the Britich governmerﬁ called 'Loyalsfg, and
those that suppoﬁed e profesﬁng colonists caled *Patriofs.

Boston formed the earliest Committee of Correspondenc,e to
encouraze oppog'rh'on 1o Britain's new laws. This communication network
helped build solidarity between the colonies as Jrhey discussed  common
%ﬂevances (issues with the governmenﬂ and responses. Also created

oston Patriot Samuel Adams, the Sons of Liberty beaan resisﬁng Britich
rue. using the motto, “No faxation without ﬂzregenm o, ﬂney affacked tax The Sons of Liberty gave
officials bxz'_ﬁouring hot far on Jrop of them, then coverin? them with *t-hoeyniligisn SSTPO&?: t?bjgri?
zﬁm;ﬁ. owi% ralgo began 10 prepare for war by Qh)ckpn NG Weapons, bullets, kb b Ml e y

In the Southern Colonies, \/irginia‘g House of Buraesses claimed that, under British law, Vir{?iniang
coud be taxed onl an assembly 10 which Jrhey had elected represenmﬁves. More American colonists
began 10 Organize agajnsf Brifish oppreggion

In 765, the American colonists ?mn act a@ajngf the British govemment The Smmp Act
Congress was a meeﬁng of delegaJres om nine of the thirteen American colonies. The Congress was
caled to address the grievonces of the colonists agajngf the Britigh dgovemmenfg new tax on prinJred
materials, known as the Sfam/p Act At the Conaress, the delegafes rafted a peﬁﬁon o King éeo'rge
ITIT and 1o the Brifish parliamenJr that argued at the colonists should not be taxed without their own
elected represenmﬁves. The Stamp Act Congress was sign'rﬁoan% because it was the first time that
colonies had come together to voice a colechive opposition To Britich policies. It demonstrated a
growing sense of unty and American idenﬁy among the colonists, The petition sent by the Congress
wos ufhmafely rg’eded tglfhe Brritish government ut it helped to ingrire the colonists’ oppog'rhon 10
Britich policjes and set the s%a@e for Turther vesistance and eventual vevolution.

Tensions increased with the next act from Parliament. 7he @mmy Act
was a law passed by the British parliament in 1765 that required American
colonists to provide housing and supplies for British soldiers stationed in their
colonies. The d?mﬁennﬂ e was passed in response to the growing tensions
between the colonists and the Britich govemment The colonists saw the
Qmﬁemf) Act as a violation of their riglfrkgz as ﬂney believed that Jrhey should
not be forced to provide housing and supplies for British soldiers without their
own consent. The Quartering Act also put a financial burden on the colonists, as
Jrlqey hod to provide food, shelter, and supplies for the soldiers.

In 1766, the British ea@ovemmenf began 1o realize the impar‘jr of their
achons. Parliament repeal the Sfa’m/p Act but passed the Dcc.’amfory Act This
act stated that Parliament has fid power and m’horﬁy o make laws and
statufes .. To bind the colonies and people of America .. n all cases whatsoever
While acknowledging the American colonists were upset, Parliament stil maintained
Jrhey had the mﬂhorﬁy to pass any laws ﬂqey wanted 1o in order to control the
American colonies. .
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W Tensions Increase

On Jdune 29, 11677, Parliament again reacked out fo the American colonists for money.
The Townshend Acts were pasged, and the Br'rh;bgdgovernmenf sent Jrroopg o Boston 1o enforce this
new law. Taxes were Plaoed on mary items imported into America, includir;? tea, paper, glass, and pajnt
The purpose of this act was 1o raise money in the colonies to pay the sdaries of ZOVErNors and
Ju.dges 10 ensure their loyaﬁy 10 Great Britain. This act was also designed o Punish New York for
resishng the Quartering Act Parliament wanted 1o reinforce their righf 10 tax the colonies.

The Townshend Acts were met with resistance. American BT e S S G G e
colonists regponded b\/ boycoHi British goods and encoumged : [
others 1o do the same. Samuel Adams wrote a letter to other
American colonists and stated that the Jownshend Acts were
unfair. He claimed the colony of Massachusetts was not
represented in Parliament. In the Cireular Letter; Adams
clamed Parliament dd not have the aquorﬁy o violate
the British Constitution and the natural riglfrfg of the colonists.
Adams argued that Americans should only be taxed by their
own governmen‘r in which ﬂney were alread\) represen ed - not
a 50vernmen% that was *ge/mmfed b}/ an ocean of a tousand
eaques:

e The Circular Letfer was sent 1o other colonial assemblies in the hope of coordinaﬁng a united
response to the Townshend Acts However, the British governmen% saw the letter as a dnallenge 10
their f;wrﬁqor'ﬂif and responded dissolving the Massachusetts House of Representatives. Colonists
reacted by o ackjng customs officials, m in it impogsible for the British 10 colect taxes. The Britigh
9ovemmen+ sent more Woops to Boston to m and control the residents of the crky AT fown
meeﬁnﬂs, residents were urged 1o arm themselves a@ajngf an impending Britigh invasion.

oo As tengions between the American colonists and the British
%)vernmerﬁ heated up, the Sons of Libeﬁy f/ublished /o the Betrayed

nhabifants of the Gty and Co/ony of New Tork Written in 176 by an
ANONYIMOUS SOULrCe, this poltical pamphlet attacked the New York assembly
for be#mying citizens w voﬁng to obey the Quaﬁering Act. The
assembly responded Uf"ﬁaring a veward for information leading 1o the
arvest of the author. Now American colonists who profegfed the Britich
were being hunted for their arvest.

The Sons of Liberty were not only angry American men, but many
women also confributed o the cause as well Merey Otis Warren was a
membeyr of the Sons of Liber‘r\} and worked clogely with pol‘rh‘cal leaders
such as Samuel Adams and John Hancock. She also corresponded with
marny of the ﬁ)unding fothers, includin GE‘,O;?E} Washingmn and Thomas

Paul Revere's engraving of British
troops landing in Boston in response
to events set off by the Circular Letter.

The St_°"5 °f_'-‘|bertt¥ S Jefferson, and arrovided them with po'rhcal vice and support. She
2gainst the Brtish government. . duthored several poitical plays, pampriets, and essays that were critica
Here you see a British anti- of British vule and supported the cause of independence. Her wyitin
American political cartoon, ; i i . . . 4.

raferting 1o tie tarming and was nnﬂuehhal in shapmg pubhc, opinon and mobrhzmg suppoﬁ for the
feathering of a British tax agent. American cause.

@ ' e
Sl Epdios Soeoss ®
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\NG%\M Tensions Lead 10 Bloodshed

Tensions were high across the American colonies in 1770, The British governmenJr had passed
many Taxes and vestrictive laws. American colonists were on edge as a vesult of the increased
resence of British soldiers in their homes and fowns due to the C?uar%crry Act The Townshend
Acts possed by Parliament cause resentment and anger in the American Colonies. Lefters are
written 1o the British government by several prominenJr American cifizens such as Sam Adams.
Rather than dﬂaﬂgiﬂ ?Me restrictive laws, the British spvernment closes the Massachusetts assembly.
American colonists attack tax colectors and the Britis ?overnmenf reacts b\) sendin@ more Jnfoops
1o Massachusetts, The scene in Boston is set for confliet.

On March 5, 1770, a seemingly small act of (40 eSS0 spiraled out of control info a “massacre.
A British soldier was on duty outade of the customs house. Private Hugh White was the onlN soldier
guarding the King‘s money red inside the Custom House on King Street. A Jreenage colonist, Edward
Garrick, started hamsging Private White. This started a series of insults beihg shouted back and
forth and ended with Garrick on the ground after being it in the head by Private White's musket.

As Garrick laid on the ground, he velled for help - and help arvived! Church bels rang as many angry
American colonists swarmed the street. Hundreds of angry American colonists rushed to defend
Garrick, and soon Private White is survrounded by an angry mob. Reinforcements arvive 1o support
the Britidh soldier, but seven men agajngf an angry mob becomes a situation that chcka escalated out
of control. Yellir;; 500N dnanged Info violence as American colonists started 1o throw stones covered
in snowballs at the British soldiers. American colonists armed with clibs, shicks:.” survrounded the
Britieh soldiers.

CQchka moving padr Jraunﬁng: an American colonist struck a Britich soldier with a club and caused
him o fall on the ground. The soldier %wckly goJr o but is it and falls agjin. In desperation, he
raised his musket and fired. Startled 3 the gunghot the other British soldiers also fired their
weapons info the crowd. Bulets started 1o ﬂy as American colonists flee the scene in fear for their

lives.
When the smoke cleared, bodies Iay seattered aJong the street. Five American colonists were

kiled, some dying immedia%ely and two others oMng loter, Many others were wounded. Crispus Attucks,
a formerN enslaved man, lost his Iife, along with Samuel Gmy: James Caldwell, Patrick Cary, and
Samuel Maverick. Crispus Attucks was the first African American to die in the Revoludionary War.

The city of Boston was on edsge, anger and emotions were ouf i .
of control. In order to calm the sifuation, the governor promiged o Y5 |
arvest the British soldiers involved in the incident. At a later trial, the
soldiers, defended by John Adams, were acquitted (not found o ) of
murder. The 'um beleved that ﬂney were threatened by the orowd but
should have ﬁelayed ﬁring.

The violence in Boston inflamed the colonists,  Pr awas
written in NEWSPAPers and ciredated around the 13 Colonies by both
the Patriots and Loyalisfs, Wrngg 10 encowrase Americans 1o Jpon their
side. Paul Revere, one of the Sons of Liberty, distributes an imazge,
showing the British soldiers ﬁrirﬁwg on innocent American colonists.

This propa@anda imazge, aJong with others, aNgers .EEOEB in the

colonies. Americans are one erep closer to war with Great Britain. Paul Revere's engraving of the Boston
Massacre was used as propaganda to
anger American colonists.

Soeens ®
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\N%\\,W Tea Lands Americans in Hot Water

Inereased taxes and the quartering of Jrroopg were not the only reason American colonists were
et with the British. The 7ea Act of [773wos a law passed by the British Parlament to help the
ritich East India Compan% whickh was sbruggling ﬁnanciale due to compeﬁﬁon from Dutch tea fraders.
The act gmn%ed the East India Company a monomon the tea frade in the American colonies and
alowed them fo sell their tea direcﬂy 10 colonists, i out colonial merchants. This move was seen
as a way 1o boost the company's prorﬁfs and reduce its massive tea quPIus.

American colonists were outﬂrzﬁ?‘ed the 7ea Act They saw it as ye‘r another aﬁempf by the
Brifich govemmenf 1o tax them without their consent and further vestrict their economic freedoms.
The colonists had Iong resisted British aﬁer?s to tax them without represenmﬁon, oand the 7ea Act
was no excepﬁon. i responce 1o the /ea Act the Sons of Liberty in Boston organized a pro‘regf

DG W D0sTon Tod Paﬁy. On the cold and winfery nigl/ﬁr of December 16, 1773, the
Sons of Libeﬁ\} disgwsed themselves as Native Americans and
boarded three Brihah tea ships in Boston Harbor. The\/
proceeded 10 dump over 347 chests of tea into the water. The
estimated value of the tea that was dumpe.d info the harbor was
apFroximaJrel £9.659, which would be e&vaalenf 1o milions of
dollars in to oS currency. The Boston Tea Paﬁy wos a
dramafic and defiant act of civil disobedience asainst the 7ea
Act and Britich vue in general. The colonists felt that ﬂney had
been pushed too far by the British governmerﬁr and were willing
o fake drastic measures 1o defend their righbs.

The Brifish governmen% was furious when they heard about the
destruction of the tea They considered it To be a serious act of vandalism
and responded by passin the Coercive Acts on March 28, I'T74. These laws
were infended 1o punish the colonists and vestore order in Boston. The
Coercive Acts (or the Infokrabl Acts os ﬂqey were known in the Colonies) it
included the closure of the Poﬁr of Boston, which had a sign'rﬁcanf impaﬂ}r On e
the o’ﬁy'g economy, and the atuar‘reﬁng of Britich ero?; in privaJre homes, ‘
which was seen as a violation of the colonists’ righbs. ey also sfopped
assemblies and sePF@overnmen% in Massachusetts. In addition o these harsh °
actions, the Britidh government took away local uries. Any hew Trials :
%gajns‘r American colonists had 1o take place in ngland instead of America.

hstead of calming the situation, the Infokerabk Acts further inflamed
tensions between ?ﬁe colonists and the British government Across the
colonies, Patriots vose in solidar'rt? with the peogle of Massachusetts. Pe;)fle
sent resources o help from as far South as eor gja. The Committee
Cowegpondence began 10 organize a meeﬁng in oppos'rhon 1o the Brifish
government

More soldiers were sent to
Bost as a result of the
Boston Tea Party.
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W g The First Continental Congress

Once again Olm*a@ed by actions from the British govemment delegafes from 1.2 colonies met to
discuss a solution. The First Continental Congress was a meeﬁng of delegates from twelve of the
thirteen colonies that took place in Philadelphia from Sepfember 1o October 24, IT74. Cveorgia was the
only colony that did not send any delegafes to the First Continental Congress. Facing a war with
ﬂei@hborin@ Native American tribes, Georaia did not want Jro\jeopa‘rdize ritich assistance. The
CONGress Was assembled in vesponse 1o the Intolerable Acts, pagsed by the Britich Parliament in

retalanon agaiﬂf;f fhe Boston Tea Pav‘fy. The delegafes to the First Continental Con%fess

: N e inclided some of the most prominent leaders in the Britigh
/ s \ . Colonies, including Joln Adamms, Samuel Adams, and George

s ® ' Waghingbn. When Con@regs convened on September 5,
174, Pe\[fon Randolph of \/irginia was named Presdent of
the First Continental Congregs. The Congresg approved of
; actions from Massachusetts that ordered cifizens to not
Patriots at the First Continental Congress Obey the Infolerable Acts fo refuse imPOHed Brifish
included Sam Adams, George Washington, and @oodfs: and 1o raice a militia This earN approval of
John Adams. conerete actions agpinst the Britisn government signaled

their infent 1o regain control of their colony.

During the Corwgressz delegjaﬁs dseussed o wide vange of issles between the colonies and
Britain, in uding the rigl/rks of the colonists, the vole of the British govemment and the economic
impact of Brihish policies. Comgregs debated their riglfrks 05 Eﬂglishmeh and stated, ‘e foundation of
Eﬂﬂ/fg/d ébeﬁy, and of all free ﬁov;emmenf, 5 a r/'ﬂ/ﬂf n e /peop/e o /par‘/?'c/wfe n ter Zeg/s/aﬁve
council*

Congress concluded sending their complaints 1o the King.
Coled the “Declaration of Kits and Grievances: thie document
stressed the colonists’ vight 1o govern themselves and proJreered
British aftempts 1o tax. Americans without their consent and
representation in Parliament. Whie the First Continental Congress
dd not cal for independence from Britain, it did set the Qh:ege for
the American Revolidion and marked a signiﬁcanf moment in the
hisfo%of colonial vesistance o British vule.

e First Continental Con?ress's most impoﬁanf decision was
1o call for a Second Contfinental Con@regg 1o meet the followii:g
spring. Congress infended to gve Britain fime 1o respond 1o their
grievances and then discuss an changes at the Second Continental
ongress. After Ieaving Congress, Geor@ashingmn began 10
prepare for war pumhasing NEW mus and a. uniform. Thou@h
war had not been declared, many Americans knew it was coming)
S00N.




W N The Shot Heard Round the Worid” )

While tensions increased between the American colonists and the British government the actual
start of the American Revolution was not infentiona. A random act of law enforcement set the ghnge
for the ﬁgw for independenoe by the American colonists.

On the mgw of April 18, 1775, Britich Jrroops were sent
1o Lexingh)n and Concord fo seize colonial weapons and
ammunition that had been stored in those fowns, However,
the colonial militias had been warned of the British advance
and they were ready To resist. Paul Revere, one of the
Sons Liberw: had received a gignal from the Boston
miltia. that the British were planning 10 move Jnfoops from
Boston 1o Lexingmn and Concord 1o seize colonial Weapons
and ammunition, Revere ujddy set out on horseback, alon
with Willam Dawes and Dr. Samuel Prescott, to warn the
colonial miitias and alert them to the British advance.
Revere and Dawes were gfopped b\) Britich paJrrolg on the
rood 10 Lexihgh)n, but Prescott managed 10 evade them
and continued on 1o warn the miitias. As a vesutt, the
mitias were able 1o mobiize and prepare for the Britich
attack.

The first shots of the American Revolution were fired in
Lexinaton in the earl\/J morning of F\pril 14, when a grow of
British soldiers encountered a aroup of miiiamen on
Lexingﬁ)n Green. It is dfil unclear who fired the first ghot,
but the exdnange of fire left eiglfrk Americans dead, and
several others wounded. The Britich then contfinued on 1o
Concord, where they searched for the weapons but found
that most had been moved or hidden.

As the British began 1o refreat towards Boston, Jrhey

Paul Revere and others warned of an attack
from the British soldiers.

e

By the rude bridge that arched the flood

were ambushed by colonial miifias along the way. The fighting Their flag to Apri's breeze unfurled
continued througpout the day, with the colonial milfias harassing  Here once the embattied farmers stood

He Britigh troops and causing gignificant casualhies. By the And fired the shot heard round the world.
b e Brieh arvved bask-n Boston, they had sffbred =SRiErereiol Smersonar Coneor Hymi

nearly 300 casualties, whie the American losses totaled around 0.

The Battles of Lexingh)n and Concord were significant for severa veasons. They demonstrated
the colonists’ willingnegg 10 ﬁgw for their rigl/rkg and lberties, and Jrhey proved that the Britich were
not invincible. The battles also led to the formation of a continental armz under the Ieadership of
George Waghingﬁ)n and the eventual declaration of independenoe from Great Britain.
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\NGW“ Congress Meets Again

The Second Continental Conaress was a. continuation of the First Confinental Congregs, which had
met in 1774 in response 1o the Infolerabe Acts laws poassed by the British Parliament agajnsf
Massachusetts after the Boston Tea Pav‘h}. The Second Continental Congregg started in May of 775
affer the Battle of Lexington and Concord. This Cor:%ress would work Jrogefher for months both
Wing 10 avod a war and 1o gimwmneously prepare for it.

The Second Continental Congregg was attended delega%eg from all 13 American colonies,
includin Ber\wjanm Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. The Congress had no IegaJ aquor'rf\/
over the colonies bul met to oraanize vesistance against the Brifish. Many of the delega%eg were
influenced YO . SUppo i American ihdependenoe, inc,luding a pamphlet written by Thomas
Pained caled ‘Common Sense: This pamphlet was a cal to action for the American colonists to declare
their independence from Great Br'rfajn and establish a democratic aovernment. Paine argued that the
Brifich 5ovemmen+ hod become corvupt and o presgive and that the American colonies would be
better off as an inderender‘ﬁr nation. Paine made several key arauments in *Common Sense: He argued
that the American colonies had ou@rown their dependence on Britain and that Jrhey were capable of
governing themselves. He also argued that the monamhy was ﬁmdamenmlly unust and that a
democranc governmenf based on the consent of the governed was the only egrhmafe form of

government. Thomas Paine was not the only person who influenced members of the Second

Continental Corwgress. Abigm‘l Adams offen gpve advice 10 her husband, John Adams
whie he was serving in Congress. Abigajl Adams wrote a series of lefters 1o her
husband in which she offered her opiniorws on pol'rh‘caJ matters and urged him 1o ﬁgw
 for women's riglfrks and EjuaJrf\) In one famous letter, written in March 1776, she
wrote, I desive o would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favorable
fo them than vour ancestors, Do not /Dz/f such unlimited power mifo the hands of the
Husbands* This letter was sionificant because it highli hted the fact that many
women weve kept out of the pol'rhcal Erocegs and denied basic rigl/rkg and
- freedoms. Abigajl Adams argued that women should have a say N the affairs of
S\ =D 7 governmenJr and that their voices should be heard.

The Second Continental Conaress made 6eorge Washingh)n the commander-in-chief of the
Continental f\rmy in June [775. aghingh)n was a delegafe from \/minia 1o the Cong‘regs and was
wideN respected for his mil'rmr\f experience and leadership abiliies. When the Conpress first met in
May I'775, the colonial forees were stil disoraanized and lacked leoders. Man\f deega%eg believed that a
single commander-in-chief was needed 1o lead the colonies in their ﬁgl/rk againsf Great Britain.
Washingmn wos hesitant 1o accepT the pos‘rh‘on of commander-in-chiet at first, but he wﬁmafely agreed
1o take on the role.

While Con@regs wos preparing for war, they were st Wpr;? 10 preverﬁr bloodshed. One of
Congregs's first actions was 1o appoint a committee o draft a declaration of the causes of the
colonies' grievances agajnsf Great Britain. This document, which became known as the Ohve Branch
Fetifion, was sent 1o King (760‘(96 ITT in July [775. The Oive Branch FPetition was a final aﬁemp% to
avoid war. The petition declared America’s lovaity to Great Britain and asked the kjng 1o prevent
further conflict, King Georae vefused to vead the Ohve Branch FPefition and declared the colonists’
actions treason and the colonists themselves traitors. Those who opposed the kjhg ricked Iosihg their
homes, properﬁes: and even their lives.
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W 3 The Declaration of Independenae

The Declaration of Independence is one of the most significant documents in American his’ror\/J.
The Committee of Five, which Included Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Begjamin Franklin, Roger
Sherman, and Robert Livingghyn: wos appoinfed w the Second Continental Ongress 10 draft the
Declaration of Independence. Jefferson was chosen to be the primary author and drew wpon the ideas
of Enli@hrenmenf thinkers as well as his own beliefs about individual Iibeﬁy and unalienable rigl«rts. The
other members of the Committee of Five provided feedback. and edits 1o the draft, and the document

was further revised b\/ the Contfinental Corwgress before i was adopfed on JUJ\)J 4, 1T,

The Declaration of Independence stated that the thirfeen American colonies were no Ionger
suigjeof 10 British rue and hod become independeﬁr states. The Declaration also established the
foundation for the new nation, Qh*egging the imporfance of individual liberty and unalienable ri@lfrhs. G =
divided into three main paﬁs: e _Preambie, the Declarafion of thfa and the List of Grievances,

Part One: 7he Preambie:

The Preamble is the in#rodurﬁro? section of the Declaration of Independenoe. It explains the
pUrpose of the document. The most famous line in the Preamble is, *We hold these fruths o be seff-
evigent: tat al men arve creafed equal that ﬂney are endowed ziy el Creator with certfam
unalenable R{ghﬁ; tat amony ese are Life, L;beﬁy and e /pwfgw% of Hgﬁme;g“ The concept of
unalienable riglfrhs Is one of the most sanficant ideas expressed in the Declaration of Independence.
This idea was influenced by Enlign’renmenf thinkers such as John Locke who believed that People

have natural rights, including the vight 1o life, Iibem: and propem.

Part Two: 7he Declaration ofkghf;-

This section of the Declaration of Independence outiines the basic p‘r’incjples of govemmerﬁr
and individual rigl/rh;. For this part of the declaration, Jefferson was influenced by the Magﬂa Carta
the Emgé’gh Bil of Rghfsg oand the Wiramiz Declarafion of Rg/f#g The M@m Carta wos a. document
signed King John of England in 1215 that established the idea that even the kjng had to folow
the law. The Magm Carta also outlined cevtain individual iberties, such as the rigtfrk 10 a fair frial
and Erofeoﬁon a@ainsf unfair imprisonment The Enalah Bil of Rights, -signed info law in 168,
ereated limits on the power of the English monarchy and expan ed the riglfrks of English utizens, It
also established the principle that laws must be made by a representative ody, rather than by the
monarch done. The Vikamia Declarafion of /?'ghta wrtten Geor@e Mason in 1776, was a document
that declared that al men have certain natural righh;z incl ing the rigw 1o life, Iiber?{: and

roperty. The V;‘Vﬂ;ﬂ;‘{{’ Declaration of Rghfg Was a signiﬁoanJr influence on Thomas Jefrerson's
wriﬁn?_hof the Declaration of Independenoe.
e Declaration of R{Ws paYJr of the Declaration of Independence states that govemmenfs

are coreated 1o secure the natural riglfrkg of the people: and that governmenfs must ain their

ower from the consent of the @overned. This idea. came from Thomas Hooker, founder of the
Connecticut colony. Hooker's ideas about individual Iibev‘ry and the imporfance of the consent of the
govemed were influential in shaping the values expressed in the Declaration of Independence. The
eclaration of Rignts includes the famous line, “7hat whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of tnese ends, it is the Rgh% of the Peﬁp/e fo affer or fo abolsh it and fo mstifufe new
covernment..”
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W 3 The Declaration of Independenae

Part Three: 7The List of &rievances

The List of Grievances is a Ion@ and detaled section of the Declaration of Independence that
lists the speciﬁo grievances the colonists had againsf the British governmenJr and King George LLL,
These arievances include accusations that the Britich governmenf hod vioclated the colonists’ lri@lfrks.
The List of Grievances included Jraxing the American colonists without vepresentation in Parliament,
the q’uaﬁem@ of British soldiers in privafe homes, and the denial of basic |32a| rigws. The List of
Grievances served as the main veasons for the colonists to declare indepen ence. Some of the Ioay
grievances include:

«‘The history of the present mﬁ of &Great Byitan 5 a hféﬂog of repeated
f{ymeg and usurpations, al hﬁvmﬂ n diect ngeaf e establishment of an
absolute Tyranny over these Stafes*

This i6 the infroduction 1o a list of speciﬁc, offenses committed by King George
111, which serves as the primar\) basis for the colonists’ decision 1o declare
independenoe.

«He has refused s Assent fo Laws, the most whokesome and necessary for
e /pubéa ﬂood”

This is one of many specific grievances listed in the Declaration of
Independenoe: aceusing King &eorge I1T of sfopping lows that were
necessary for the publio good

“He nas kept among us, in fimes of peace, Standing Avmies withoud the Consent of our kasiatures.”
This paﬁr highli@lxrhs the colonists’ otgjec,ﬁons to the ctuaﬁering of British soldiers in privaJre homes
without their consent, a praoﬁce Jrhe\}) saw as a violation of their riglfﬁs.

The colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence were later addressed in the
US. Constitution and the Bill of Riglfrksz which provided for represenmﬁve govemment sepamﬁon of
powers, and individual libexfies.

The Declaration of Independence became official when the Continental Con%ress adophad the
document and members sighed it. This action was very risky for members of the Confinental
Con@ress. B\f signing the document, Jrhe\/J were aomm‘rl‘hng treason againsf their government an
action punishable by death. The very first person to sign was John Hancock. presiden% of the
Continental Con@regg. His giﬂnamre Was so Iar@e: it became famous and now represenfg the
signam’e on any document.




The American
R evolution
Readings
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W gl Patriots ve. Loyalisfs

Independence was not @uamnfeed for the American Palriots. There were
many factors agajnsf their success, the first of which was the American colonies
did not have an army. The war was one fougl/rk b\) simall W?roupg of men. Militias,
poorly discipined and with elected officers, would only ﬁg for about three
months, then Jrhey would veturn from their lhomes and Tarms. The Americans had
d'rf"ﬁcuﬁy mjsiﬂ%l money 1o purclqase basic, supglies for their Jnroop;: indudin? shoes
and blankets. The Patriots also did not have 1007 guppowr for the war in al 13

Colonies. Around one in five Americans %penl\f favored the Britih, with about half
of the popwaﬁon hopin@ 1o avoid the confict aHogeJrher. Most Native American
tribes sided with Britain, who Promised Profeoﬁon of tribal lands. Desp’rke these
disaf:ivanm@esz the Palriots were i Vrh‘n? for their righh;: their independenoe, and
their Iibeﬁy. American mil'rmry leaders la

about their cause.

cked experience but were passiona%e

B\f contrast, the Britich army was resFeched around the world. Their
soldiers were well equipped, wel disciplined, well paid, and wel fed. The Britich navy
dominated the seas. Funds were much more easiN vaised by the Empire than by
the Continental Congress. They even had professional soldiers in the form of
Hessian (German) meycenaries.

Despite these advanm@es, the Britigh army had many obstacles o overcome.
The British soldiers fou@l/rk o war far from home. Mil'rmry orders, Jrroopg, and
supplies sometimes took months 1o reach their destinations in North America. The
American Revoluion was not the only way occup?in@ the Britich Empire: the
French, Spanish and Dutch govemmenJrs were al involved in Wiﬂg to kﬁep the
British from growing Heir empire. Baftles between Britich soldiers and their
enemies ook Place al over the world, dish*aoﬁng the Britich Empi‘re from
Jrhrowing their full force info North America. The British also had an eﬁﬂremele
difficult task - ﬂqey had 1o convince the Americans to Ve p their desire for
independenoe. The gize of the colonies hurt the British effort as well. Degp'rke
owxpying every m@j'or orf\) the British remained as at a disadvanmge during the
wa'.

Lovadlists didn't only consist of American colonists loyal to the crown, man
enslaved Africans also supported the Britigh. Shorﬂ\}) before the revolution beaan,
a Britich gpvernor declared that any endaved African American who pined the
Britich army wil aain their freedom.  Thousands of englaved African Americans
escaped borwdage ahdJoihed the Britich army. The 'EJFWOPMH Regimerﬁ‘ was a
group of men who fougl/rk for the British and freedom. They wore uniforms that
Sid, :/_;fbeﬁy o Saves: In one baftle, the Eﬂqiopian Reagiment coptured two
American soldiers. One of the soldiers was captured e men he hod endaved.
These soldiers were a symbol of hope for enslaved African Americans, and man
dreamed of freedom. The Patviot cause had many meny lke George Waghiﬂgmn,
Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison who owned vast plantations with enslaved — many African

workers. For African Americans in the colonies, a Patriot vicfrory meant Americans escaped
: from slavery to try and
continuied 5|f1\fe‘(\/- win their freedom as

Soecrss ® Loyalists.




Page 14

\NC%\W Early Vietories and Losses

Battle of Bunker Hill (June 16 & 7. 1775)

The British wanted fo efop the revolution in Massachusetts, but ﬂqey soon readlized that it was
not pogsible. After the first dhots of the war were fired at Lexingmn and Concord in April 1775,
colonial forces began o gffrher around Boston, where British Jnrogps were stationed. In June of that
ear, the American Patriots were ordered 1o o and fort reeds Hi, overlookjng Boston
Harbor. British General Wiliam Howe, who was determined fo dislodge the colonists from their position,
ordered an attack on the hil. American soldiers q/w‘cidy buitt proJreoﬁon and prepared for a batte.

[ TR T The British launched a series of attacks against
. ' : : the colonial forces but were r%aafedly pushed back by
heavy fire from the colonists. The third and final
| attack, however, proved successful, as the Patriots
8 hod vun out of ammunition and were forced 1o fhrow
bl rocks fo defend themselves. The Americans were soon
g in vetreat. The British suffered heavy casuatties in the
battle, with over 1,000 soldiers kiled or wounded, whie
the colonists lost around 400.

Degp'rke being forced 1o retreat, the Battle of
P : m——| Bunker Hil (mistaken for Breeds Hi) was a victo
E: ﬂhsfﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ Warren at the Battie of Bunker Hll - tor- the. colonial forces. They had inflcted heav Iogses

on the British forces and hod demonstrated that ﬂney

coud stand p 10 a PmﬁegsionaJ mil'rmry force. The battle also helped to boost morale among) the
colonists, who vealized that ﬂqey coud resist British mﬁhor'rf\} an ﬁglfrk for their independenoe.

Fiahting Moves 1o New York (Summer and Fall, I'774,)

~ In January of I'T76, cannons that the Patriots had capmred at Fort Ticonderogm a British
mil'rmry pong in New York, reached Boston. The cannons enabled the Patriots 1o take control of the
lqi?h grounds south of the crfy On March |7, I'T76, Britieh forces were forced 1o evacuate Boston
folowin?ﬂ General (760‘(98 Washingmn'g successtul mil'rmry campm‘gn. Recognizin% that they could no
Ionger old the orw the British evacuated Boston and saled 1o Canada. The Iberation (freedom) of
Boston b\) the Patriots broughf an end to a hated eighwear British oceupation of the citv.

The new British sbraJregy was 1o c?)we New York, where many Lovalists lived, and use it as a
base 10 conguer the Middle Colonies. In uli 716, a large Britieh fleet, commanded by General William
Howe, arvived in New York Harbor. The fleetr was accompanied by a force of over 32,000 Jnfoopg,
makjng t the largesf British force ever assembled.

The Patriots, led by General 6eorge Waghingbn, were defermined o resist the British invasion.
Washinaton's army was outnumbered and oukgunned, but he was able o puk wp a shrong defense,
using the terrain around New York City 1o his advanmge.

The British forces launched a series of aftacks agajnsf the Patriots which resulted in a decisive
Britieh victory. Washington was foreed 1o retreat, and the Brifish caered New York C'rw in
Sepkember [T76. The oty remained under British control for the remainder of the war. It served as
an important base and port for British soldiers coming 1o North America from Engand. The invasion
of New York also had impoﬁan% sfmfegia implicaﬁons, os it dlowed the British to cut off colonial supply
ines 1o the norih.

R g eks
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\NGW“ Early Vietories and Losses

Georae Washinaton Crosses the Delaware (Decembey 25-24,, I'T176,)

After their defeat in New York,
Washingmn's forces refreated Jrhmugh New
Jersey info Pennsylvania. Washingmn hod only
6,000 troops, many who were opin 10 veturn
10 their homes in January 17717, But on
Christmas niglfrt 2,400 of his soldiers crossed
the ey Delaware River and attacked British
oufposjrs in New Je ersey in a sneak attack. At
the Battle of Trenton, where the Hessians
(German mercenaries) were sleepy from their

Christmas celebration, Washiﬂgmn's Jnroops e e
red over 1,000 Hessians. Washington Crossing the Delaware by Emanuel Leutze.

Battle of Saratoga, Septembey 19, 1777 - October |7, 1777

; Ree The Battle of Saratoga, is considered a
' /"'" turning point in the war. The Britich army, led by
— = Ceneral Jokn Burgoyne, had plaﬂhed 10 march
§ south from Canada 1o re Abany, New York
o ond cut off the New Ehgand colonies from the
rest of the rebelion. However, they were met with
flierce vesistance from American Troops under the
command of General Horatio Gates. The Patriots
used auervila tactics (surprise attacks such as
ambushes and raids) and were able to cut off
supply lines and delay the British advance. After a

The scene of the surrender of the British general at series of baﬂes, _ﬂ“e Britigh wefe forced Jro
Saratoga was a turning point in the American surrendeyr. This victory was srgnrﬁc,mr 0s it
Revolution that convinced the French to support the convinced France to formall enter the war on the

Patriot cause. Painting by John Trumbuill. side of the Americans, medmg erucial mil'rmry and

financial guppoﬁ.

The Battle of Sarafo?a I5 also impoﬁan% for the guemlla warfare tachcs employed by the
Americans, who used the local 5@0@1&@ to their advanmge and focused on disrupﬁng gupply lines and
communication. This was a departure from fradiional warfare, which emphasized battles between two
armies on an open field, a Wpe of battle the Patriots could not win. The American vichor\,l at Samfoga
demonstrated that unconventional factics could be successtul in batte. /f\dd'rhonally, the viaﬂrory at
Samfoga boosted American morale and gove them confidence in their abil'rry o win the war, desp‘rke
being outnumbered and oukgunned w the British.

The Battle of Sam%oga thrust the war onto a ’?Iobal shage. Not only did France pin on the side
of the Americans (in 778), but also the Spanigh Gn 1779, and the Duteh Gn 1780). No onger could
Britain concentrate its forces in the mainland colonies; it also had 1o disperse its Jnroops proJreoJr its
colonies in the West Indies and the idand of Gbraltar in Spajn.
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W & The Winter at Valley Forge

During the winter of ITTT7-1T18, General @eorge
Washingmn and his Continental /’-\rmy set canmp at
\/alle? orge, Penngylvania: for what would become a
grueing experience. The winter was one of the harshest
al on record, with severe weather conditions, lack of food,
and a ghortage of supplies. The conditions were so
horrible that it is estimated that around one-third of the
men died from disease and exposure.

g Many people helped the soldiers survive at Vale

L Aol B T Forge. Alexander Hamiton was a Dzoung officer who &Luiddy

S i i £ o ?vained the frust and admication of General George

deemﬁd?“% ashinaton. Hamitton _sewed as an aidew_deﬁam

Lafayette inspect the troops at Valley Forge. (seere aW) to Waghmgmn dwmﬂ Jme_w'mer x V?”W
Forae and was instrumental in improving the army's

SUPPN chain and financial mana@ement

Marguis de Laf?eﬁe was a vich French aristoerat (noble) who arvived in America. o suppovdr the
American Revoluion. He was a trusted ale of General Washingﬁ)n and played a eritical vole in securing
mil'rmr\/J = EYOH from France. During the winfer af \/alley Forge, Lafayeﬁe volunteered 1o lead a
division of o0ps, demons{mﬁng his commitment 1o the American cause. Laﬂ?eﬁe was also a skilled
diplomffr and worked ﬁrelessly 10 secure additional suppoﬁr and gupplieg from France.

Baron von Steuben was from a counm in Europe called Prussia. He met Benpamin Franklin in
Paris, France, in I'T77. Baron von Steuben volunteered o serve in the Confinental Army without pay.
Baron von Steuben pined General Washington at \/aJley Forge on Februar\f 23, I'T18. His pb was 1o
train the soldiers. Most of the Continentdl Army was made p of farmers. The\f needed To know how
1o ﬁgbrt use the bayonfrt and how to set wp camp. His efforts saved the Continental Army. Many men
hod died of disease. Baron von Steuben Jraugw the soldiers how to preven% sickness with simple
solutions, Baron von Steuben's mil'rmm Hrainin changed the Continental Army from farmers into
soldiers. His methods were <o impoﬁant ﬂqey were used by the United States Army for over 100

Martha Wash‘ngbn was not just marvied to George
Washingfom she was a hero also. uring the horrible winter
af Vale Forge: the army Was on the verae of a rebelion.
Thexf were saying, ‘No bread. no soldert The men were
hungry and cold. Martha Washingh)n brougl/rk supplies from
her own home. She organized 0 group of women 1o sew
cloﬂqing and blankets for the ﬁeezing men. One person even
Saidl,

‘[ hever in my ife knew a woman so bm;z om eart
morning unti lafe at n'gf# as was Z_My Wa f@fm, /provﬁ:f?ﬂ
comforts for the sk soders”
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W g Americans Contribute 1o the War

Americans contributed 1o the war effort in many different ways: some raised money for the war,
some wrote persuasive eSSANS, SoMme ricked their lives as spies, and stil others fouglfrk when the odds
were a@m‘nsf them. Here are their stories.

Many People think. 'Molly Pitcher was a hero of the American Revolution. But 'Molly Pitcher
wasn't aah,tally Jugf One wornan. Many women carvied pitchers of waters for ﬂnirgkz soldiers or o cool
cannons. The nickname 'Molly Pitcher” was a nickname gven 1o the women of the Kevoludionary War
who carvied pitchers of water 1o the soldiers on the battlefield. One woman does stand out armony the
rest. Her name was Mavy Ludwig Hayea During one battle she was carvying water out the to
battefield when her husband c,ollapged from heat exlaustion. Degp'rke the exireme heat of the da\f and
the danger from the battle, she took over his J'ob firing the cannon at the British. During the battle, a
cannonball flew between her Iegg and tore her skirt. She said “Well #at could have been worse: Her
bmvery encouraged the men ﬁglfrh'ng around her

During this fime period, people underestimated women. They Jrhouglfrk women couldn't
understan mil'rmry gmfregy. Because of this, men offen spoke around women without
paying any aftention fo them. Women made grer:ﬁr spiesz providing food and supplies o
enemy camps while Iigfenin@ for impoﬁan% information. Many were Probably never It
SpNIng, and their seexret vole was never discovered. Unfortunately, this means that the
most important women may be complefely unknown. One of these mysterious women was
paYJr of Washingmn's secret Spy group caled the Cquer Ring. She 15 only referred 1o as
) /’-\@erﬁ 355. Her idenﬁfy wil never be known.

Women werent the only gpicg in the ormy. James Armistead was on enclaved
African American in Virginia, He was agi\fcm rmission by his owner JroJo'rn the
Continentol P\rm\]z under the Marqg’rg e L a\]zcﬁe, John Armistead was a 9@4 that
E;cfcndcd 10 have csoapod from slavery, He pined Benedict Arnold's camp 10 Spy on

e British. James Armistead was also able 1o sneak into the camp of General
Cormwalis. The British taked about their battle Plang in \/'rrgin’ra in frront of him.
James Armistead Pasgc.ci the information he learned to other Sp'rcs, The information
was 'rmpoﬁarﬁ in the v'rf‘jrow at the Battle of Yorktown.

African Americans contributed in other ways as wel. Wentworth Cheswell
served as a public official for most of his ife in New Hampshire. He was a teacher,
a town police officer, and a businessman. Wentworth Cheswell is considered the first African American
Founding Father. On December 13, 1774, Wentworthh Cheswell vode with Paul Revere to warn the
utizens of Portsmouth, Massachusetts about an impending Britigh invasion. The colonists were able to
remove all the weapons and ammunition from the fort before the British arvived. Cheswel also served
in the Continental Arm\}) at the Baftle of Samfoga

James Armistead
spied on the British.
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\N%\\,W Americans Contribute 1o the War

QN Patrick Henry was a farmer that became a lawyer. He was known for

' his passionfffe speednes agajnsf the Britich %S\zernment In 1763, he helped
form the Committees of Corvespondence between the colonies. The committees
would Iosep colonists informed chP events in different colonies. These

committees lead to the First Continental Conaress.
Patrick Hen‘(y's most famous speech wis made 1o convince the others

that i was time for war. When he said, “éve me ﬁb@ﬁy or gve me deatt it
inspired many other Americans 1o ﬁgw a@mnsf the Britigh.
Patrick Henry also fouglfrk N the vrevolution. In Augusf 775, Colonel
Patrick Henry led the Virginia miltia. agmngf Lord Dunmore in the
. _ (;unpowder Incident.

The vic)row of the Americans in the Revoluhonary War depended on a
grefﬁ many people with different leadersh‘rp skils and ex?rienoes. One
impovdmnjr and sometimes forgovﬁen fioure is John Paul Jones, an immigmnf
from Scotland. In 775, Jones went Philadelphia 1o volunteer his services
1o the emerging Continental Na\zy_ Jones was skiled af capmring Britich
gupply ghipg which was helpﬁ;l 1o the Continental /f\rmy since the American
Army was always low on supplies. Jones was given a. commission 1o lead
several ships and Jones was instructed to toke the war 1o Great Britain

and keep eir ships ow 1o American waters
Jones was off the coast of Northern England when he encountered

several Brifish merchant shi being escorted by two British naval vessels
in 1779, Jones, encountered the British warship, Ser@a’g which was Iarger,
had more 4uns and an experienced crew. N only was the Briteh ship considered superior,
and its f;@lfrhng abiity was considered better than most in the world at the fime. This dd not shjp
Captain Jolhn Paul Jones. Jones vammed his ship info the Britich wm’ship and when asked by the
Britigh it he was surrendering, he gave his now infamous re) Iy, I have not }/ef begm fo ,
Desp‘rha the gun-dedc of his 5 ip beihg desfroyed, adarms of a sinkjng ship, and releasing al the
%risoners aboard, Capmjn Jones vemained steadfast and shil directed his crew fo ViO‘t‘O’(\) over the
ritish. As a result of this amazing and important viafory: Congresg awarded him a Congresgional Gold
Medal in 1787 for Jones' vabr and brillant services Jon Paul Jones is called the Fater of e
lfn:feezfcg? +/\/m/y* and i highl\) regarded 0s one of the greafesf naval commanders in the hisiwy of the
n afes.

e Ly T,
Sl Salidies ogess ®
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W gl | 0ss Leads 1o Victory

The year 1780 was one of the lowest points in the war. In
Ju, Conhnental army officers, angry about overdue wases and
inadequate supplies, threatened 1o leave. In September, American
General Benedict Arnold, the hero of the battie of Samfoga:
aﬁemp*ed 10 trad the American mil'rmry base at West Point for a

osition in the Britich arm. After vears of ﬁghhn for the
independence of the colonies, Benedict Arnold decided 1o spy on
them instead. Arnold was frustrated that he was not bein
romoted in the Continental Army. He decided 1o spy on the
afriots and gve them a fort in excmnge for money and a vole in
the Britich Army. When he was discovered, he fled andJoined the
British Army. He plan faled, but Arnold became a commandeyr of ) _ )
Britich forces conducting vaids in Virginia. This betrayal devastated Lliﬁ:’:stfaig?"e""’t Arnold” now
Ceorge Washmgfom who fook it as a pergomJ aftock. '
In x’-\ugugf of 780, the Britch forces overwhelmed an American force in South Carolina. By the

end of the ﬁar, the Continental army had fewer than 6000 erops. The gains won by the early
victories in the war were al beiﬂg lost 10 the Britich.

The Battle of Yorkiown (September Z8 - October 19, I78])

After six years of war, both e Britich and Americans were exhausted. The Britigh, fi lfrh'ng i
forei?'n, hostile Jrerr'rkory: held only a few coastal areas in the colonies. On the other sde of the
Aflantic, Britain was also waging a globaJ war with France and Spain. The American conflict was
linpo Uar and divisive, and there was no end in giglfrt The British Parliament was having a. hard fime
J’ ifing and paying for the war. For the Americans, the Iong sh*u%le for independence was Ieading
10 enormous debt, food shortages, and a lack of morale amony the coldiers. Both sides were
despem%ely Wing 1o end the war with a vic)rory.

In the fall of I78l, British forces OCCUDy Yorktown, where General Cornwalis infended 1o regupply
his 4,000-man army. While he waited for supplies and much-needed reinforcements from the RoyaJ
Navyz the Continental A‘rmy seized the opportunity fo attack him. On receiving word that the French
fleet wil support them blockjng access 1o the harbor at Yorktown, General Washingﬁ)n and his
French aJI\f General Rochambeau, moved his 8,000 men to Virginif;g planning Jro\join and lead about 1.2,000
other mitia, French froops, and Continental Jrroops n a siege of Yorktown.

- On October 14th, after ﬁring noné;fop on the Britich, American
and French forces prepare a surprise assoulf. Alexander Hamitton
o led a grow of abouf <00 men o sneak up and aftack the Brihon
& sad soldiers defending Yorktown. The Britich were overwhelmed. It was a
shmmﬂg vicﬁrory with the Americans Oﬁly stxf’ﬁarihg 34 casualties. On
LW October 9, General Cornwalis surrendered his army 1o Washingmn,
ending the American Revolution with a vic}rory for the Patriots,

)

This painting by John Trumbull
shows the surrender of the British
army to the American forces.
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WM The Birth of the Unted States

The war ended with the Battle of Yorktown,
but the colonies could not declare vieJrory until a
peace Jﬂrecrl\} was signed with Great Britain. Jolhn
J o, Benamin Franklin, John Adams, Wiliam
Temple ranklin, and Henr\f Lourens were sent 1o
France fo negoﬁafe a ‘h”@fff\} between all of the
nations involved in the war. 7 A AN

The Treaty of Paris was signed on September A« BaN
3, 183, between the United States and Britain, Sy )
marking the official end of the American Revolution.
The 7183 Treaty was one of a series of treatfies
signed at Paris in 183 that also establiched

eace between Great Britain and the alied nations _
of France, Spain, and the Netherlands. The trea » m—

vecoqis N Fdpenvirc, OF e U el oo PR Wes (100, v e
from Great Britain, establiched the boundaries of  Jay, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Henry Laurens,
He new nation. and the veaceful withdrawal of and William Temple Franklin. The British delegation
Britich foreeg.: Under Hhe terms of the trea , e refused to pose, and the painting was never completed.
United States gajned control of all the land east of the Misgigsippi River, and Great Britain retained
Canada. The J(YE}&W also allowed American fishermen access 1o the waters off Newfoundiand, while
Americans gm‘ned the riglfrk 10 trade in British colonies in the Caribbean.

The United Stated benefited the most in the Jrreafy: 'Fully gajnin% its independence from Greaf
Britain. /-"\Hnough Great Britain lost its American colonies, British F9|0 al power confinued 1o increase,
driven by the economic growﬂn of the early industrial revolution. For France, vie%ory came at an
enormous financial cost, and aHempfs 10 resolve the financial erisis would start the French Revolution.







Events Leading
Lo the

The French and Indian War (1754-1763)

War between the British
and the French. The
war resulted in huge
debts for the English.

)

Proclamation of 1763

Law passed by
Parliament that forbade | |
Americans from moving
west past the

Appalachian Mountains.

s )

The Quartering Act (1765)
Law passed by Parliament
that required Americans to
house British soldiers.

7

The Stamp Act (1 765)
Law passed that

required all paper
documents to be taxed.

The Townshend Acts (1767)

Laws passed that
%Toummms-rm
L] Mt

punish Massachusetts
for opposing taxes and
the Quartering Act.

The Boston Massacre (1770)
A conflict that occurs in Boston.
American colonists harassed British
soldiers on duty. A fight occurred
where several American colonists were
killed, including Crispus Attucks. Used
to justify the American Revolution.

American

BGVOIUT»IOT]
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The Tea Act (1773))
TAX-ON ‘ Law passed placed atax on °*
\| TEA tea and required all tea be

|3‘W“1 purchased from one source. |

The Boston Tea Party (1773)

Colonists react to the
Tea Act by throwing tea
In the Boston Harbor.

Intolerable Acts (1774)

Laws passed to punish the
citizens of Boston for the
Tea Party. Britain sent
more soldiers, closed the
4 assembly, and took away
local juries.

J/

First Continental Congress (1774)

Delegates sent to discuss
issues with Great Britain.

Colonists wanted to govern / o
themselves and protested -
taxes.

| Battles of Lexington and Concord (1 775)|

I ' British soldiers were hunting for weapons .

,hidden by the American colonists. Two small |
|sk|rm|shes occurred. First shots of the
« American Revolution.

Second Continental Congress (1775-1776)
Congress meets again to discuss issues with
Britain. Named George Washington
Commander-in-chief of the army. Asked
Committee of Five to write Declaration of
Independence.

The Veclasaion of Independence - July 41776



Thomas Jefferson
He wrote the Declaration of

Independence and served in
the Continental Congress.

. He was as commander-in-

’ chief of the Continental Army
and led key victories at
renton and Yorktown.

~Sa King George Il

& Mercy Otis Warren

She was a writer and political activist
during the American Revolution, who
wrote plays and essays that helped
shape public opinion against the British.

He was the king of Britain, who
supported policies that provoked the
colonists and led to the eventual
war. Called a tyrant by the
American colonists.

=\ Samuel Adams

= \ He helped found the Sons of
Y Liberty, organized protests

and boycotts against British

rule.

Patrick Henry
He gave a speech and

declared "give me liberty or
give me death" and helped
rally support.

——

—

He is the first casualty ofthe American
Revolution at the Boston Massacre
and a symbol of the sacrifices made
by African Americans in the fight for
independence.

Benjamin Franklin rAbigail Adams
He served as a diplomat to France =# She was a strong and influential
and secured crucial support for the & = advocate for independenceand
American cause, helped draft the Y. women's rights during the American
Declaration of Independence. )| j,Revolution.
Wentworth Cheswell

o

He was an African American patriot
during the American Revolution,
and served as a town clerk, judge,
and military officer.

James Armistead : ]
He was an enslaved African American

who acted as a spy for the Continental
Army, gathering crucial intelligence
that helped lead to the victory at the
Battle of Yorktown.

Thomas Paine
He was a wrote influential pamphlets

such as "Common Sense" and "The
Crisis" that helped rally support for
independence and democracy in the
colonies.

™% John Adams
He was a lawyer, diplomat, and

politician during the American
, Revolution. He served on the
Committee of Five writing the
Declaration of Independence.

John Paul Jones
He was a naval commander during the
American Revolution and achieved

several key victories against the British
/ Navy and helped establish the United
States navy.

4

= John Hancock

' \__Marcﬁjis de Lafayette

e was a French noble who
volunteered to serve in the
Continental Army at Yorktown and
helped secure crucial French support
for the American cause. =z, 2. ®

He was president of the Continental
Congress and signed the Declaration
of Independence with a bold signature
that became a symbol of defiance
against British rule.

Directions — cut out each of these strips. Summarize the information and then place them in the pocket of the lap book
to help you study the key information from the American Revolution.
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He was a brilliant writer, organizer,
and military leader during the
American Revolution, add served as
an aide to General George
Wash[ngton.

Alexander Hamilton , 'F’}General Cornwallis
oy |

&
# .
-~ Battle of Yorktown, and ultimately

surrendering to American and French

forces, ending the war.

He was a British military commander who
led forces in several battles including the

~ Benedict Arnold

, He was a successful American
gmilitary commander during the

. American Revolution who went to the
British side in 1780, becoming one of

. the war's most infamous traitors.

~~ . Paul Revere ;
'y Herode to warn the colonists of

British troop movements before the
Battles of Lexington and Concord

and played a key role in mobilizing
support for the revolutionary cause.

Loyalists

They were American colonists who
remained loyal to Britain and who opposed
independence and often actively

I/ supported British efforts to stop the
.,i—--_. rebellion.

They were American colonists who
supported the cause of independence, and
who formed militias, engaged in acts of
protest and rebellion, and fought against
British forces in order to achieve their goals.

Sons of Liberty

They were a secret organization of
y . Patriots who organized protests and
w boycotts against British policies and

CUt OUF e fitle F1Ap. Gve this portion down At tne 1op center of Upur 1P ook, Give tne
Kew events donn 1D creafe o. stabie base. Fod it over 1o create o. pop-up titie.

e ®
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The Battle of
Saratoga

The Winter at
Valley Forge

Key

Battles of
Lexington and
Concord

The Battle of
Bunker Hill

The Battle of
Yorktown

The Battle of
Trenton

American Victory

British Victory




Key Fvenls

Battle of Bunker Hill —June 17, 1775

The Battle of Bunker Hill, foughton June 17, 1775, was a significant early

battle of the American Revolution in which the British defeated the American
forces but suffered heavy casualties.

Battle of Trenton — December 26, 1776
The Battle of Trenton was a pivotal American Revolutionary War
battle on December 26, 1776, in which General George Washington's

army crossed the Delaware River and defeated Hessian troops
stationed in Trenton, New Jersey.

Battle of Saratoga — September— October 1777
The Battle of Saratoga was a crucial turning point in the American Revolution, as

American forces defeated the British in two battles in October 1777, leading to the

surrender of a large British army and ultimately securing crucial French support for
the American cause.

Winterat Valley Forge— 1777-1778

The winter at Valley Forge was a difficult and challengingtime for the Continental
Army during the American Revolution, where soldiers endured extreme weather

conditions, disease, and supply shortages, but also received valuable training and
discipline under the leadership of General George Washington.

Battle of Yorktown — September 28 — October 19, 1781

The Battle of Yorktown was the last major battle of the American Revolution, where
American and French forces under General George Washington besieged and

defeated a British army under General Cornwallis, leading to the eventual surrender
of British forces and the end of the war.

Trealy of Parts — September 3, 1783

The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1783, formally ended the American
Revolution and recognized the independence of the United States, with
Britain giving up control of its former colonies and establishing the
boundaries of the new nation.




When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and
to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

Written by —

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the Feople
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

1

emc Declayation of Judepeadence >

Grievances

The key grievances in the Declaration of Independence
include the belief that the British government had violated the
natural rights of American colonists, including the right to life,
liberty, and property; that the British had imposed unjust taxes
and regulations on the colonies without their consent; that
they had denied colonists the right to trial by jury and other
basic legal protections.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnlypublish and declare, That these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States;
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all
political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they
have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm relianc
on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

B 1
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the lesson and want others lke it?
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Did you

Click on a link to explore more exciting lessons.

o Interested in

Professional Do you want to learn more engaging strategies for
Social Studies? Are you interested in techniques for
classroom discussion? Need tips for struggling

) readers or writers? Intimidated by all the

Studies Success? | \ocabulary necessary for teaching Social Studies?
Need ideas for using anchor charts in your
classroom? Take an online on-demand PD course
from me! Find out more here.

Development
from Social

e

1 love muwc&u/y and bﬂt&l/ifw iqeah with Teacheyrdl

You can find me on social media and Jrhrough LN website.

@ Wwww.pinterest.com/SSSuccess/ , https://twitter.com/@SSSuccess1

' | https://www.facebook.co Qgs.zlﬂmgsfqgggéom/
m/SocialStudiesSuccess/ ' udl u

e

%? www.SocialStudiesSuccess.com l;;l SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
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What do | believe about Social Studies instruction?
v" Students need to be engaged to leamn.
-Schlechty's Design Qualities of engagerment

History can be fun and rigorous at the same time.
-Bower's Bring Learning Alive!

v" All students can learn — we just need to support them in different ways.
-Seidlitz's Seven Steps

Kids need to continuously review content through games and engaging
activities.
-Himmele's Tolal Farticipation Technigues

v" Writing is essential for learning, not just assessment.
-Daniels' Content Area Writing

v" Yocabulary instruction must be intentional and engaging.
-Marzano Academic Yocabulany

Historny should not be trivial pursuit — dig deeper and teach with essential
questions and enduring understandings.
-Wiggins & McTighe Essential Questions

Students are social — purposeful talk is crucial to learning.
-Walsh Quality Questioning

Students need to read in Social Studies — reading informational text cannot
be mastered without constant practice.
-Kinsella's Considerate Text

"Soft skills" of collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and creativity
are essential to future success in the job market.
-Muir Reasons Millennials Get Fired

The best way to improve reading comprehension and scores, is to focus on
building knowledge through Social Studies instruction.
-Wexler The Knowledge Gap

Getial Gludics 5

e, RE\/OLUTIONIZING SOCIAL

UDIES

Vifias has
served in
education
< for over a
quarter of
a century.
Dawn earned her Master's
degree in Curriculum and
Instruction from Texas
A&M University. In her
education journey, she
was shaped by her various
roles as a classroom
teacher, instructional
coach, curriculum
coordinator, professional
development trainer,
university professor, and
teacher-author. Dawn has
provided Social Studies
professional development
for over 20 years to more
than 10,000 teachers from
Alaska to Florida. In 2015,
Dawn started Social
Studies Success® with the
mission to revolutionize
social studies instruction.
With a goal of improving
instruction, Dawn is
currently providing
consulting, classroom
resources, and
professional development
services to several school
districts across the state of
Texas. Do you have a
question, or would you like
to purchase a license for
your district? You can
reach Dawn here.
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