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Have no simple ‘right‘ ANSWEY; Jr‘ney are meant to be araued.
Essential Questions jield in%wm and argumenJr - a variefy of plausble (and arguable) r'eSponses,
not sfraiglfrr forward facts that end the matter. They serve as doorways info focused Vet livel
initgjrz and research. They should uncover vather than cover the subect's controversies,
[i Zles, and persypeoﬁves. They are infended 1o result in conclusions drawn N the learner, not
ecited facts, For example, Does art reflect cutture or hel -shape P Can we look but not see?

Why do ‘seers see what the rest of us dont? Does the artist see more clearly or look
elsewherer

Are designed to Provokf, and sustain student inq,ui(y, while fowsin@ Ieamhg and final
ey-formances.
ssential Questions work best when Jrhey are designed and edited 1o be thouat rovob‘ng 10
shudents, engagin them in sustained, focused inguiries that culminate in imFo ant ﬁewformahoe.
Such questions offen involve the counterintuitive, the visceral, the whimsical, the controversid,
the privocative. For example, Is the Internet dan@erous for kids? Are censorship and
dem omox compaﬁble? Dogs food that is aood for you have to taste bodr quy wyite? Students
develop and deepen their undersmnding impoﬁan deas as Jrhey explore these %uesﬁong.

Often address the con or philosophical foundations of a alisc?ine.
Essential Questions refledt the mOst hi mall? imPOYJranJr lssues, problems, and debates in a
field of sfudy. For example, Is hishyrz inev'rmby binsed? What is proof? Nature or nurture?
By examining such que iohs, students are enga@ed in Jrhinkjng ke an expeﬁr.

Raise other imporJranJr uestions.

Tho;hglfrk - provolo’ng Egsential Questions are natural genemﬁve. The? lead o other impoﬁanf

gu;c; ons within, and sometimes across, subect boundaries. For example, In nature, do onl the
ong surviver Leads 1o What do we me ‘shrong? Are insects strong (since Jrhey are

surviNors)? What does it mean to be psychologmlly sfrorwg? Inctwrieg info hman biolog\/J and

the physios of physiology also follow.

NaturalN and cﬁpmyalﬁly Yecur.
The same impo ant’ questions are asked and asked a?ain Jrhroughouk one's Iearning and in the

hisfwy of the field. For example: What makes a areaf book greaJr? Are the Harvry Potter
novels great books? These questions can be pro uc,ﬁvely examined and reexamined by st
roders as wel as colese ents. Over time, student responses become more sophrshoafed,
nuanced, wel-reasoned and guppoﬁed as their undergmndingg deepen.

Stimulate vital, on4i reﬂrhinkjn@ of big ideas, assumptions, and prior lessons.

Essential Questions allenge o unexamined assumptions, the inevitable simplification of our
earlier Iearnin@: and the ar%imenfs we may unthinki UQI toke for aranted. ey foree us 1o
deegrctuegﬁong about the nafure, origin, and extent of ‘owr understandina. For example, In light
of fractions, 1LElace value, irvationals, and neaative square voots ---- what is a number? Is i
‘democratic 10 have an electoral collese? What IS d friend? Can the enemy of my enemy be
my friend? What is a sfory, it a sforz has no clear ploJr or moral? Is hi ry more of a sfory
than a science? What are the implicaﬁ ns for smd\fing hish)ry: if so?
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Why do we have money?

What does it mean to make a Iiving?

How does some-l-hing acqu'lre a vaue?

What effect does the economy have on soci

How do economic sstrems affect your life and the lives of others?
How are economic resources distributed?

What irr'Pac-I- does scarci-#y have on the Produc-l-ion, distribution, and
consurrp-Hon o+ goods and services?

How does trade affect local, nationa, & international relaﬁonships?
What irrpadr does trade have on a socieer?

CuHure
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What is cuture?

What can we learn about a cuture through its art forms?

What are the benefits and challenges of a diverse soci

\Nhy should we s+udy other cuHures and what does it teach us?
How do the beliefs and values of a diverse cuture affect individuals
and socieer?

What happens when cutures collide?

Why do people live +oge+her and form societies?
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How does geography inFluence I|$es+yle and P0|n+ of view?

How do geogmphy climate, and natural resources affect the way
le live and work?=

What f5+or'y do maps and globes tel?

What makes Plac.es unique ond different?

How do maps and globes reflect his-l-ory, Pol'|+'|c5, and economics?

What effect do People have on their environment?

Science and Technolo
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ls hew +echnology always better than that which i+ wil replace?
How do new +echnologies resut in broader social change?
How does who you are help determine your Percepﬁon o+ Progress?




Cxsentiab Questions Savples

hose Si‘OW is it? Is hiehom the Gi‘OW told by the winners?
What can we learn from the past?
What causes CJAange over Time?
How does the evaluation of pagf events help us to make fulure decisions?
How can we know if we werent therer
How am I connected to those in the Pasf?
Can an individual make a difference in highom?
Why do People f’i@lfﬁ? Ts confliet inevitable? desirable? avoidable?
What is worth Fierhng for? What is revolution?
How has the inferpremﬁon of lnisiwy dnanged?
What should we do when Primaw SOUrCes digagree? Whom do we believe & why?

Government
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> What is Power?

> How is power ?ajned, used, andJ’us“T'rFied?

» How do compe ing interests influence how power is distributed and exercised?

> How are governmenfg ereated, structured maintained, and c)nanged?

>  What happens in the absence of government?

>  Why do we have rules & laws, and what would I pen it we didnt?

>  What are the voles and re«spongibiliﬁee of citizens and governmenf in a
democxatic. societyr

>

What effect does a democratic govemmenf have on gocie’ry?
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Essential, Questions

is C.Iearly comected to a state standard/essentiadl underermding

is Pr‘ovocaﬂve
is stated sirr'ply and C.Iearly
is arguable from different Poin+r5 of view

dlows/makes students syn-fhesize and evaluate historical information

Q dedls with issues to which students have direct access-and interest
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