\ A Gesmans

In the mid-1800's, events in Germary led 1o the immi@mﬁon of thousands of Germans
1o the United States. The mfgjori’ry of German immiarants Settled in the rural Midwest and
Texos. They established the™Fown of New Braunfels, Texas, and its guwomding areas in
1845, They also moved 1o the Midwest cities of Milwaukee and Chicago.

=== ' Many Germans were farmers. Others were
| i : | croftsmen such os furniture-makers, brewers,
1 =l metalworkers and engineers, Many of these
2wl croftsmen J‘oined the arowing urban factories,
{] 1o which ey introduced their craft guid
{§ trodition. This tradition soon evolved into trade
unions, and from there the labor union
| movement emeryed, reaching its peak. in the
| late Mth and early 20t cenmm

! Most Germans who emigrated in the 1840s
Il ond 18505 were well-educated, particularty in
N A comparison 1o the averaze American. German
S < Bl immigronts placed great Bmphasis on early public
AV M education, whickh ﬂney en‘oyed in their homeland.

In 1857, Margarefm ever Schurz, established
the firet Américan kindergarten in Wisconsin
.l Germans infroduced plhysical education and

3 N |l vocational education intd the public. schools, and

- e e /| Il were vesponsible for the inclusion of
1 : ——— Qjmnasiu s in school buidings. More important,
This map shows were many Germans settled in the United ey were leaders in ﬂfle FFOY universal

Ciatms, education, a notion not common in the US. at
the time.

German immiarants settled frimaril\j in Germon neighborhoodg and all-Geyrman fowns, but
their eutural tradifions and foods soon spread 1o the American masses. Beginning in the
1850s, German holiday traditions, including the Christmas tree, Santa Claus ahd evén the
Easter Bunny became wJ;lopudafr in the United States. Germans invented the American weekend.
Before the arvival of the Germans, many communities in the American colonies observed a
Puritan Sabbath, with an emphasis on rest. Germans, however, had a lona tradition of
orpanized Sunda\)g recreation and were enthusiastic devotees of the Sun oy ouﬁr\g

Shop and Digtuss N\
1. Where did a majority Germans move to in the mid-1800's?

2. How would you summarize a German immigrant?
3.  What contributions did Germans give to the United States?
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Washington Crossing the Delaware, Emanuel Leutze Yosemite Valley, Albert Bierstadt

Source: Important German Americans: Their Contributions to the New World by G. Marquardt, August
2012

German artists would make their mark on Americaon his+or‘y during the mid 1800s Iﬁy
creating art which became guintessentially ‘American.' Emanuel Leutze was borm in
Germany and was brougnt o America as a chid. An avid orter of Grermany‘s
Revolution of 1848, Leutze decided to paint an iconic and pairiotic image to encourage
Europeans to embrace American ideals of tiberg. Another famous painter who
contributed to America's iden+i+y is Albert Bierstadt. He is most famous for his
pain+in95 of the American West. Bierstadt came to the US. in 1832 as a chid with his
Famiiy. F’airﬂ-ing mosﬂy iandscapes, Bierstadt traveled throughout the United States,
especiatky +I’1rou.ah the unchartered west. This s+y!e of pain ing, the "Hudson River
School' was inspired by the scenery of the Hudson river valkey which was pain+ed to
iNspire awe and positive Feekings for the expiomi-ion and settlement of the country.

Source: Meusebach-Comanche Treaty Between the Comanche and the German Immigration
Company, Texas, May 9, 1847

I. The German people and Colonists for the Grant between the waters of the
Llano and the San Saba shall be allowed to visit any part of said country, and
be protected by the Comanche Nation and the Chiefs thereof, in Consideration
of which agreement the Comanche may likewise come to the German colonies
towns and settlements, and shall have no cause to fear, but shall go wherever
they please - if not counselled otherwise by the especial agent of our great
father - and have protection, as long as they walk in the white path.

Note: This treaty is one of the few pacts with
Native Americans that was never broken.

Document Analysis

1. Describe what you see in the paintings. What details in the paintings do you
consider important? Why do you think these were painted

2. How does the peace treaty reflect German culture?

3. How do these sources show immigrant contributions to the growth of the
United States?
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It was the Potato Famine of [845-1851, one of the most severe disasters in Irish
history, that started the greafeef numbey of Iyich immigmnf«s 10 the United States. The

otato” was the main food source for most Irish and when disease killed the potatoes,
ousands starved. From the beginnin of the famine in the mid-1840s until 1800 about |7

million Iyrich immigmfed o the Uhited

Tates., Single men and women came 1o the United

States in layae numbers. .By 1880 more gingle women than single men were immigrants, 1t

has been estimated that from 1820 1o 1900 about four million Lyigh immigm’red

United States.

The mapri
San Francisto. Only a small number went west

Trich immi@mnfg were indeed peasants, but few had

sufficient &kill and exPerience farm.

of Irigh immigrants lived in cities such as Chi

the

0, New Orleans, and
e in farming, however, Most
e money 10 Purc)nase land or hod

to en

Textile mills also beaan to hire more
Irish during the influx 6f Famine
immigm’.rion ‘No Irigh Need ﬁéygly' signs
Were prevalenf ’.rhrough the 18305, and some
Trish women were se regafecf when first
hired in mills. .571 the 8502, textile mills were
hi‘rm? the Irigh regularly because the
would work for less money and did no

moke the same demands for veasonable

e o e s

Notice to Contrectors, —The white-
washing and papering of Hackott & Keefo's
HYaloon will be given to the lowest bidder.
Bids to bo in sealed proposals and not to
'‘exceed $18—the balanco in whisky. No
Trisk need apply.

ITaokrT? & KREFR,
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workmg conditions that others did.

The expansion of the railroad in the mid-1800s Tmngpoﬁed Hhousands of immiarants

Hirouahout the country. Iyvich laborers buit the Brookhin .BViAg& the Union-Pacific

and the Southern-Pacific. Raivroad. The first railroad to span the entire nation was

constructed almost em“irel\é bj the Ivich The Ivich also
q 4

the bulding of canals and

over 5000 Iridn, and was congidered the larpest and most impormrﬁr 114 ngpor’.rafrion

vroect in the nation by ite compleﬁon in 1824, Irigh Americans

playecf 0 key role in the

ailrood,

pmvided erucial labor in mining and
es. The Erie Canal in New York, for example, was dug by

development of infrastructure of this coun’.w and are considered by many T0 be the ‘canal

and vailvoad builders of the United States:

Shop and Distisss
1.
challenges?

2. Where did most of the Irish settle?

What challenges did the Irish face living in America? Why did they face these

3. How did the Irish contribute to the growth of the United States? ﬂ
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Irish Immigrants 1840s Process of Excavation - Lockport

"so many die that there is hardly any time to give Extreme Unction to
everybody. We run night and day to assist the sick."
- Father John Raho, Irish community on the canal

When I came to this wonderful empire, Ten Thousand Micks
It filled me with the greatest surprise They Swing Their Picks
To see such a great undertaking, to Dig the New Canal
On the like I've never opened my eyes. But the Choleray
Was Stronger 'n They
To see a full thousand brave fellows And Twice it Killed 'em All."
At work among mountains so tall -Irish Rhyme From the 1830's

To dig through the valleys so level,
Through rocks for to cut a canal.
-Paddy’s Song

Document Analysis

1. Describe what you see in the pictures. What details do you consider
important?

2. What are the similarities between the song and rhyme?

3. How do these documents reflect immigrant contributions to the growth of
the United States?




W g Chinest:

The first major wave of Chinese immigmn’rs came 1o the US. after hearing of the
"Golden Mountain® or *Gum Saan® when California's Gold Rush began in 1848. In addition o
the economic stabiity offered in California, civil war and faming in China forced many
from their home.

Chinese workers miarated to the United
il States, first fo work in Te gold mines, buf
afl 2lso fo foke agricuttural jobs, and facto
$4 work, e«speoially in the ? rment indusiw‘
= Along the way, in fronfier communities that
e iﬁrm ., Chinese men began selling food

d doing menial services, work. v iﬁonally
done by women in that era. Settin
¥ mokeshift restaurants, Providing care for

children, and laundering became ﬂomghing

businesses. As the numbers of Chinese
laborers increased, so did the si“reng)rh of
anti-Chinese feelingg amony) other workers in
the American eCconomy.

The Chinese immigmn’r«s, amost 957 male, also worked on the Transcontinental Railroad.
-57! agreeiny 1o lower- aiingj wizge‘s than other workers, and by enduring the rougln and
dangerous worlcjng conditions, ey were layz elz responsible for laying own the tracks for

the “western vailways, in one of the grem”e engineering feats of 'the [Ith cen’rury

American vesentment o Chinese immigration took many forms. Most Chinese laborers
who came 1o the United States did so in order to send money back. 1o China 1o %Pfoﬁ
their families there. These financial pressures left them little choice but o work
whatever wases they could. Non-Chinese laborers often veguired much higher wases 1o
ISUbP ort their wives and chidren in the United States. Many Americans hated the” Chinese
aborers.

Shop and Digtuss N\

1. What challenges did Chinese experience living in America? Why did they face
these challenges?

2. Where did most Chines immigrants settle?
3. How did the Chinese contribute to the growth of the United Statew
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Across the continent: the Frank Leslie Across the continent, the snow sheds on the

transcontinental excursion... Central Pacific Railroad, in the Sierra Nevada
Creator/Contributor: Mountains

Baker, Horace (1833-1918)] Date: 1878 Creator: Becker, Joseph (1841-1910)

The cars now (1867) run nearly to the summit of the Sierras. ... four thousand

laborers were at work—one-tenth Irish, the rest Chinese. They were a great army
laying siege to Nature in her strongest citadel. The rugged mountains looked like
stupendous ant-hills. They swarmed with Celestials, shoveling, wheeling, carting,
drilling and blasting rocks and earth, while their dull, moony eyes stared out from
under immense basket-hats, like umbrellas. At several dining camps we saw
hundreds sitting on the ground, eating soft boiled rice with chopsticks as fast as
terrestrials could with soup-ladles. Irish laborers received thirty dollars per month
(gold) and board; Chinese, thirty-one dollars, boarding themselves. After a little
experience the latter were quite as efficient and far less troublesome. —Beyond the
Mississippi by Albert D. Richardson

"Wherever we put them, we found them good, and they worked themselves into our
favor to such an extent that if we found we were in a hurry for a job of work, it was
better to put Chinese on at once." —Charles Crocker

"Chinese are faithful and industrious and, under proper supervision, some become
skillful in the performance of their duty. Many of them are becoming very expert in
drilling, blasting and other departments of rock work” — S. S. Montague, Chief
Engineer, CPRR annual report, 1865

Document Analysis

1. Describe what you see in the pictures. What details do you consider important?

2. What can you infer about the Chinese experience in California? What evidence
supports your answer?

3. How do these documents reflect immigrant contributions to the growth of the
United States?
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