


Whey Study Histoiy?

The purpose o+ this lesson is for your students to learn about the
irrpoﬁmce of h'|5+or'y as a course. Using this resource, students will work
with a PaHﬂer 1o read and take notes on the irrpor-fance of historv.

The lesson will conclude with a discussion achiva to share the students’
+hou9h+5 and opinions.

Piiot, Te The lesson:

. Print the resources before class:
« | copy of the Predict This vocalaulary activity for each student.
o | copy of the Why S+udy His-l-ory? reading - [ recommend one
to annotate, but i you are limited in
copies, you can create a class set.

« A hy SJrudy His’rory? Doodle Notes - one copy for each
studertt with the Why S+udy H'|9+ory? Spechr‘um or Why S+udy
His Dialogue copied onto the back of the notes.

« | set the numbers to Pos-l- to create a human bar gmph
during the Preview 4 Corners ac+'|v'|+y.

« Creafe envelopes with your own Personal artifacts for the
artifact s+udy Porﬂon ot the lesson.

+ | set of the Word Wall Terms to Poer in the front of your room.
I+ you can copy them onto card stock, you can keep hem up all
year lona,

« | sheet of chart poper for your anchor chart (recommended
but not required)

Z F’repare the resources:

« Put tems in an envelope that tell your 5+or'y: copies ot r’epor-f
cards, movie tickets, amil\{ ictures, etc. You can en age your
students while building a rela ionship with them from the begiming
of school.

+« Post the Human Bar Grraph Numbers on a wall with Plerrfy ot
space in front of it ¥ ﬁu cannot Poer al the numbers in a line,

ou can Place them in dit+ferent spots around your room.

. ost the Word Wall Terms in the front of the room or a focadl
Poin-l- for the students.
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Why Sty Histoy?

Begin the lesson with the Preview quesﬂons n the Powerfoint Presen-l-a-l-ims
(Two different versions are avaiable for you to choose from) You can have

our students start writing a response n their interactive Notebook. Once
your students have corrpIeJr wr‘Hing (umally about 4-5 minutes), ask them to
' that best represents their response. They
should create a line standing in front each other. Once you see where
everyone is s-l-andh@ encourage them to tak to other students s+andh9 n
the same location and explain why they choose their answer. Have a few
students share their responses after a fFew minutes.

ﬂ@gp&@mﬁm

Create oups of Four students. Ask them to loock at the terms on the Word
Wall and discuss what +he alread know about these terms. E’:rieFIy discuss
the meaning of each +er‘m ush e Predict This vocabulary ac+wr|-y. H is
not necessary for the 9+uden+f5 +o write these definitions down, +hey are
included later n the readhg and Doodle Notes ac+N|+y

Hand each an envelope of artifacts. Give the students time to examine
the artifacts with their group. Ask the debrief quesﬂong in the PowerFoint
pr‘esenJraﬁm.

Share the quo-l-e on the 9+udy of his-l-or'y - ask how it apphes 1o their own
lives.

Give students the Why S+udy H'|9+ory7 readng and Doodle Notes. Dependng
on the grade level you teach, you can have your students work with a
Par-l-ner from their group or gusde them +hrou@h the reading and no-l-e-l-aking
process.

Co rrple+e the Wh 5+ud H|9+or'Y ec+rt.m ac+iva. Give students time to
rank. the 5+a+emen+s ndepend y then as a group, discuss their answers.
Attowr groups to- shane thein angwens from the H mh }’;'1 el
Whiy Study Higtony? specthum. Usethe most | fon s |
common hegponges Lo cheate an anchonchant. S
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Why Study History?
Predict This

Use the vocabulary word wall as your word bank Choose the word that you think matches that definition

Which word means... Word Guessed Glues You Used

A human made object.

A way of looRing at something, may be shaped by many
things, such as the person’s age, religion, job, or political
views.

The sequence of events in time.

Information that can be used to prove a statement or
support a conclusion.

A document or other record of past events created by
people who were present at that time.

Anything that might change a person’s observations. [t
can maRe a source less than trustworthy.

Information written after the time period by an expert or
historian.

A long and distinct period of history with a particular
feature of characteristic.

Predict This

Use the vocabulary word wall as your word bank Choose the word that you think matches that definition

Which word means... Word Guessed Glues You Used

A human made object.

A way of looking at something, may be shaped by many
things, such as the person’s age, religion, job, or political
views.

The sequence of events in time.

Information that can be used to prove a statement or
support a conclusion.

A document or other record of past events created by
people who were present at that time.

Anything that might change a person’s observations. [t
can maRe a source less than trustworthy.

Information written after the time period by an expert or
historian.

A long and distinct period of history with a particular
feature of characteristic.






















Wiy Study History?

Wh\) do we siw!\) hisinv;rz? For thousands of years we have learned about the
eople who came before us - their actions, triumphs, and anavish. Why Ao we 4o thisr
ut' simply we study history 1o learn about ourselves - how would we veact and act in

instances like those in the ‘past. The past is made of human inferactions between each

other and the environment. When you smdg history, you start 1o see patterns in human
behavior.  An underemnding of the Pasf is key 10 an undersfanding of the present.

To iniy lniehovy, you must start with a qaﬁs’rion You are lookjng
1o find the answer 1o this cﬁ;esﬁon bi stud ing the ast. A question
ou could ask is “What makes a grear president™ uestion like that
coud lead you 10 a siudy of American’ presidents. This”could lead to
another question - How does a agreat leader react in time of crises” or
‘What characferistics makes a person ﬂreaﬁr”” Who decidesr™

Next vou woud need 1o gather facts and information related o \our uestions.
This becomes the evidence you need 10 analNze 10 veconstruct the past. Evidence is
the information that can be used to prove Nour statement or 1o support a conclusion.
When you smsiy hisiwy, evidence can be found in many different forms. It migw be
an old lefter or th mph Or it mi@h’r be an artifact - a lhuman made otgjecf - such
as a tool, button or old vase. Evidence can also be found in pictures, music. and even
old movies. You draw \our conclusion based on the Paﬁemg of evidence you find in
your research.

As you siw!y the past lookjng for evidence, \ou are aﬂ,ﬁmlly lookjng af prim
sources - a document or other record of past events created by people who were
resent at that time. A letter, such as the one Abraham Lincoln wrofe to his son's
eacheyr, is an example of a Prima source. You are lookjng 10 find paﬁerng and
establish meaning Throu?hh these documents and artifacts left b\,J eople from other
times and places. While These Primam sourees can sometimes be difficult 1o vead, fhey
Provide the best information on a cevtain topic or guestion.

You can also ga’rher information from secon ary sources, A geaondary souree is
written after the time Period b\j an exﬁﬁeﬁ or historian. Tlne\/ were not Presenf at the
event or maybe not even alive during e same time. Man seoondam SOUrces are
created long after an event occuws. Secondary sources can include books, magazines,
and short articles. Seaondam sources can be useful for summarizing a large amount of
information.

All historical evidence, wihether rimam or sec,ondam, must be looked at carefmly‘ You
should examine each source for the EoimL of view of the person who created the source. A
oint of view, or way of lookjng at S mefhin% maez be ghaEed sibg many ﬂning«s, auch as the
Eereon's 04e, religio . 1ob, or political views. For ampl& historian would xpeet that a
orthern Soldier n 1854 would have had a PoimL of view different from that of a soldier

fi@hﬂng for the South.

-PageI-



Wiy Study History?

Sometimes a source contains information or conclusions that reflect a certain
oint of view. This is not neoe«ssarily a boad fhing, but you must be careful To look for
Signs of bias when anal Zing evidence. In geneml, bins is arnthing that might chanae a
erson's observations. Bias tokes many forms, ranging from a 9mple friendship 10" an
unfair didke of a person or 4roup. Whatever its form, bias can make a source less
than fmgiwoﬁhy
Sometimes a source you examine isnt even truel In today's world, s reading folse
information is ex’rremely easgr People may write inacewrate stories in order 10 persuade
someone 1o support a certain point of view. When studNing history, it is essential 1o
ensire \ou are reading accurate information. As a famous Pregidenf once said,

/ 2 Everything you read on the internet isn’t true! — Abraham Lincoln ]

You can check for accurate information on the internet by askin
critical guestions: Who is the author? Is the article free from bias? What
is the source of the information® Is the information found in several
different sources? Are the sources cited and verifiable? If you check your
information, \ou wil find if it is acewrate or not (ke the ayofe from Lincoln
e - not fruel)

Once the evidence is selected and evaluated, \OU can begin 1o reconstruet what
happened‘ You can start by esmblishing a chronolog\), or sequence of events in time.
Once zou are certain of the corvect Order of events, you are better able 1o make
connections amony) those events. You can look for Paﬁ NS among eras or across time.
You can iderﬁ‘rf’\} cause and effect. You can also begin 1o look for cggg—mnge changes
and trends that may have developed over many years or even decodes. For example,
when deciding what mokes a gre il Pregident you could examine the events durin
different Pre«sidencieg and evaluate how different Pregidenf«s reacted 10 these evénts.
You could then coMmpare these reactions 10 those of other leaders when faced with a
aimilar situation.

Hishom is not like other sutgjecfg you Q‘]M\)J in school; sometimes there can be more
than one correct answer Hisﬁom is oftill open to inferpremﬁon. In fact, some people
desceribe hishom 0s an ongging argumenf about the past. The way we view certain events
can change over time. Differences of opinion about’ how to look at the pagf mokes hisfom
inferesting and important. With each new genem’rion of People come new argumenfg As
historian Frederick Jackson Turner once wrote,

Each age fries 1o form ifs own conception of e past Each
age writes the hf'gfm/y of e /%E'Sf“ anew with reference 1o e
condtions Agy/ﬂermoﬁ n ifs own time.”

In other words, our underefanding of the past is alwayg being shaped by the point
of view of those in the present. In that sence, history is never finished. The lessons of
the pasf glnape our undersmnding of the Pregent and ‘must ligw our way to the future.
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Directions: listed below are different reasons wh\/J \ou should ini hleho . Read the
statements and choose the five that you think are the most im ormnf reason 0

* «smdy hlemm Once you have chosen \our i'op five reasons, rank them from most
wpoﬁanf (1) to least mporfanf (5). [

D History gives you an opporfunity fo develop anaitical thinking skills.
«K EI History helpg you better understand yourgelf and your actions, *
D Historry helps you understand people who are different.

EI History allows you o gain Pergpecﬂve and learn to see a bigger Picjrure‘
D History inspi xfh

Iy iNSpires Yo

EI History can lneIP you connect 1o those who have lived before \Ou
¥ D Hiéfrory is enfertaining and fun. "'
EI History helps us understand people and societies.
D Historry helps us understand change.

EI History helps us develop ouw" own morals, [
EI History provides identity 1o a group of people or culture.
X EI Studing history is essential for good citizenship. ) =

Dunderefanding InieJrory is essential N our global gooieﬁry

D Hidrory glnapeg who and what we are.
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