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Wworld War | was originally called * 7The Great War or the *“War to £nd al Wars”.
Over the course of' 4 years, lo million people would lose their lives either f ighting in battle
or as aresult of' the war. Like many wars, it did not have one SPGChO ic cause, but started
because of oompetition and alliances between the major countries in EUI"OPG.

The causes of World War | can be summarized into 4 MAIN reasons - Militarism,
Alliances, Imperialism, and Nationalism.

During the late 1800s, advances in teohnologu)pad led to an Industrial Revolution. All
across Etrope, countries developed advance eapons of war. Mang European
countries expanded their military in order to both defend themselves and to take over
other countries. Countries competed against each other to grow the size of their armed
forces. Military life became very important to the culture of"these European countries.
The ideal of |nin% rplor\u throu ar spreaol across the European continent. This
growth N mi ary d the glori cation of' the militaru is called militarism.

As European countries oomgeted for the largest militaru, thGBH also oompeted for the
most land. Countries like Great Britain had created a Iarge empire bH oonquering areas
of Africa and India. Manu other European countries wanted the wealth and access to
natural resources that would come with a world-wide empire. The oompetition for land
around the world would lead to distrust between European countries. lmperialism, or
attem tiﬂg to control f‘oreign land f'or trade and power, would lead to hostilities
between nations.

Also, during this time period, as
European countries oompeted against
each other for natural resources and
land, they turned to alliances to
increase their strength. countries that
shared a common culture or historu
worked toqether to oompete against
their mutual enemies. Germanu,
Austria—Hungar , and ltaly formed an
aliance called the 77”{0/8 lance. In
response, Great Britain, France, and
Russia joined together in the 7_/"{0/8
Entente. The Triple Aliance would later
become the Central Powersand the
Triple Entente would become the Alled
Powers.

The growth of militarism and imperialism would lead to nationalism. Many European
countries did not exist prior to the late 1800s, theu were a collection of smaller regions
or cities. As countries like Germany and Italy were formed out of these smaller regions,
people bepan to identify themselves with thelr nation instead of‘Just aregion. They took
great pride in being a German or Italian. This pride included a wilingness to die to
defend their oountru.

European alliances during World War I.
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World War | officially started with one event, the
assassination of' Archduké Franz Ferdinand of' Austria
on June 28, 194. Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the
heir to the throne of Austria—Hur’w_\(';ar}J. He and his wif'e
were ViSi'(iﬂg Sdl"c’iHeVO in Bosnia-Her ergovina when h P
’(hGH were both kiled by a Serbian tee ager pPOtGS’(iﬂg |
theInvasion of' his cou ry. 2

A %r‘ab for power and the complicated system of
alliances soon lead Eur‘ope into war. A month after
the assassination of' Archduke Franz Ferdinand,
Austria-Hungary, with the backing of’ Ger‘mang,
declared war Serbia. Serbia Called on its’ allies for
heelf. Russia began 10 mobilize its ’(I"O(?_E)S, Ger‘mang
warned Russiato keep out of the conflict, then
declared war on Russia. France and Belgium began to L & = ’
mobllize their troops. Germany declarea war o B =N
France and invaded Belgium. Belgium called on their The assassination of Franz Ferdinand
allies for help. The empire of Great Britain, includin started World War |.
the British colonies of Canada, Australia, New Zealand,

India and South Africa, declared war on Germanu.
Austria-Hungary then declared war on Russia. Great
Britain and Frarce declared war on Austria-Hun ar%.

E’H the end of' the summer of I94, aimost all of Europe
isat war with each other.
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