Using Weid Walls i Social Studies

The Importance of Word Walls

Using word walls in Social Studies is not a new strateay, but it has become increasing
important” as students dvugﬂrie with the % demand for voeabu}ary instruction required
the STAAR. Word walls benetit all of our ents - not ust owr ElLL's. It is important fo
Social Studies teachers to determine the key voeabwary“Jrerms not only for a unit, but also
for the digeipiine. Many key social shudies terms are not in the standards (such as sovereign
or aliance) but are necessary for unciers’randing OUr Course.

Word walls:
* provide an approach to meanin%ful ’reae)ning of voeabu}ary with an emphasis on student
el %aqemen’r higher—!evel thinking kills,
« Dllld voea,bulary, Jrhereby imfroving reading eomprehension and wri’ring sfyie-,
. veinforce understanding of ub'eehspeei*?ie )rermlnelog\/
. Provide visual eues for students,
* encourage increased student independence when reading and wri’ring.

How to use Word Walls
Follow these ’rips when ereaﬁng \our word wall:

Make words aceessible by rplﬂ‘hn them where every student can see them. They should be

written in large black letters and” include an Image. ords should be added for each new

lesson - a aeneral guideline is five 10 8 words per lesson

oUee the word wall daily To practice words, ineof o'r“a’ring a variety of activities such as

zgur warm-up, note taking and rocessing assiy mente, Rectuire students 10 use the words
much as possible in Higir responses 10 \our™ questions.

Provide eneugh ractice so that words are read automatically.

Place your cirrent word wall in the front of the room for reference - \ou can move it

10 another location when \ou have completed the unit.

JUee content-area material from the curviculum vather than randomly selected words,

<Word walls should be referred to often, so students come 1o understand and see their

relevance.




[deas (o Engaging Students with Wosd Wabls
Quick Definitions Provide a definition (omlly and/or written on the board) of one of the

word wall words, Students choose and write the word o match the definition. Repeat the
process encouroging students 1o review all the words as They seleet the answey.

Wovd Pictwres Workjng in teams, students select one of the words from the word wall
and illustrate it on thé board or on chart opey. The oppoein@ Team gefg a PoimL for a
corvect fuess and illustrates another wora.

onships Eaclh student shares the word on their word card with a pariner,
and Togefher, they decide on a way that their two words are velated or hav gomefhing
in common. A time limit could be imposed after which students votate 1o a new partner
and vepeat the process. After doi 9 this a few times, the Pajr could pin with another
air, and see if they can find a relaﬁonghip between the folr words. iscussing
similarities and differences helpg shidents 1o master new vocabulam meanings.

Word Cards Pariner Game Pairs of students toke turns choosing a word card and
of“Fering a definition for the word. The paﬁner Quesses and Spe ls the word.

Drama Students choose a word from the word wall and improvige a situation that
Porfmyg the word. Peers fuess the word.

Word Ad Each group chooses a wovd and brainstorms al the pog«sible uses of the word.
They create a vodio or television ad to ‘sel’ one of the words from the word wall and
resent it 1o the class. As a variation, students think of a producf for which the
create a vodio advertisement, using as many words agmfo«s«snble from the word wall. The

roup AVOids makjng direct veference 1o the Producf d asks the class o QUess what
it is that the ad is ’nrying 1o <ell.

ies Students create cafegorieg and roup the words from the word wal to fit
those” categories. Set the number” of words that are alowed in a “miscellaneous: cafegom
and create a maxamum and minimum numbey of cateaories that can be used. This
activity could be done individually firet; then students ghare and oomaare their
Cmego ies with a partner. Thej share their groups of words with the class wio Uess
the Principle behind the gorfing‘

Musical Wovds In Q;“o s of five or aix, with each aroup member having one word cavd,
e

shudents circuate vds within their groups, while music is glaying‘ en the music
sﬁopg, the group members take turns gving the meaning of the wor fhey have. GTOUP
members can challenae the correctness of the definition offered by their peer. If a
group member cann Provide a definition, the group members discuss the meaning,
agkjng the teacher for assistance, it necessary.

= i Enc,oumge students 10 use the word wall words in their dajly classroom
wriﬁng When work is colected or vead in class, w@w@w the words from the word wall
that dre used appropriafely‘




