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Post any of the Word Wall sets I sent you
Handouts: Tips for Vocabulary
Choice Board
Vocabulary Pyramid
Hands
Bumper Word Template
Charades Plus Cards and sets
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	First we must start with the research.  There are multiple books and articles written on how to teach vocabulary – but here are the key parts…
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	I have taken the research and created my own 6 steps for practical vocabulary instruction.  We will examine each of these steps in this workshop. Steps one and two need to be done in order, but the rest of the steps can be done at any point in the unit. 

Some key points to remember: 
· Vocabulary instruction must be intentional, not just the initial instruction on the definition of the term, but included deliberately in subsequent lesson plans throughout the unit.

· Vocabulary must be taught directly – students need to see the term, hear the term, and say the term in order to build their understanding of key content vocabulary.  

· Students need to encounter the vocabulary term in a meaningful way at least six times throughout the unit before it can be understood and applied. 

· One of the best ways for students to learn vocabulary is to associate an image with the term. 

· Students must participate in engaging activities for long term retention.  
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	Step One actually seems obvious – you need to know the terms that you will be teaching.  In the discipline of Social Studies there are more than 26,000 terms – more than math, Language Arts, and Science combined.  Social Studies vocabulary is actually the vocabulary needed most in college.  

But there is actually more to just teaching a list of terms out of the textbook.  What are the specific vocabulary terms students will need to master your daily lesson? The unit? You cannot teach too many vocabulary terms in one setting and expect immediate mastery.  You need to carefully examine the terms you are given or you find for each unit and decide – is this a term that is essential for this lesson? For this unit? Can this term be introduced and master at a later point? Or does it need mastery now? Is this a term that has already been taught and just needs a refresher?  Thougtful planning needs to happen before instruction. 
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	Stop the video now and read the handout on Tips for Selecting Vocabulary Terms.  When you have finished reading the Tips – jot down 1-2 new learnings or thoughts on your Doodle Notes before you start the video again. 
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	Vocabulary instruction is active, it is not a passive activity to fill time.  Assigning vocabulary out of the back of the book and having students copy the definition does not work.  Just like you would plan for a lesson on teaching content, you need to plan how you will teach vocabulary.  

The 2nd step involves explicit instruction.  Pronounce the vocabulary terms to your students. Students must hear the word out loud to help build their understanding of the term. Many time students will understand a term more if they hear it first.  Think of the term militia – the way it is pronounced and the way it is spelled can be confusing to your students.  But if you pronounce the term first, they may already know the word, just not have experienced it in text. 

The rest of the vocabulary instruction can differ depending on the term, but these activities are recommended when you are teaching vocabulary. 

Define it, or help your students define the term. There is nothing more dangerous than asking kids to just “google” the definition.  They will usually just choose the first definition rather than correct one. 

Help students make connections to any root terms.  This is important for transfer of knowledge – if they understand the root, they can understand the term.

Help students make connections with synonyms – many times, vocabulary on an assessment is actually a synonym of a term they were taught. 

And finally, give concrete SOCIAL STUDIES examples of the term. 
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	Use the Latin America Word Wall.  Give each teacher post-it notes. Have them work with a partner to look at the picture and write what they think the definitions are.  Share what they have written and generate class definitions. You can also do the following:

Work with a partner to analyze an image

Generate definitions

Make connections with another word or to your personal life

Make sentences
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	Use the Africa word wall terms



	Slide 12
	

	Another method to teach vocabulary with images is the 3, 2, 1 Definitions – Allow students time to analyze an image to build their understanding of an image. 



	Slide 13
	

	Take a quick look at this image - 
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	Example questions
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	Another method to teach vocabulary with images is the 3, 2, 1 Definitions – Allow students time to analyze an image to build their understanding of an image. 
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	Have them create a 3, 2, 1 definition on this image
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	Have you had instruction on how to use Word Walls, or was it just a district initiative you were told to follow? Let’s take a look on why word walls work. 
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	Word Walls work because of several different reasons – the first of which is episodic memory.  Students begin to associate a certain space in your room with vocabulary terms, and if you have taken the time to teach the terms, they will associate the space with learning. 

It is important that you put your current word wall in the focal point of your room – near where you teach. 
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	Word walls reinforce sight-word acquisition. When students recognize the terms on sight, their fluency increases.  When their fluency increases, their comprehension increases. The goal is to build content literacy across grades and disciplines.
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	Pass out this handout and have them read it. Discuss what they circled or underlined with their partner.  
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	Now you are going to share tips for making word walls work in the classroom. 
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	You can use post-it notes to interact with the word walls.
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	When you finish with a unit, you can always take your word wall terms and put them in the back of the room. I recommend this for tested content areas. 
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	How to make your own word walls. 
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	Have them sum up what they have learned so far in just one word – then explain it. 
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	Guess in 3 is another opportunity for you to allow your students to talk using the terms. 
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	5 minutes
· Tell the participants to use the back of their pen to “write” the term in the palm of their hand or write the term on a slip of paper and put it into their closed fist.
· Two of their fingers will be used for examples of the word, and two for non-examples. Their thumb would represent the word in a sentence.

5 minutes
An alternate way of doing this activity is for students to trace their hand on a sheet of paper. They then fill out the information on paper. Students can then cut the hands out & you can hang them up around the room.

EX:
Pretty 
Examples – a flower, a model
Non examples – trash, pollution
Sentence – the girl wore a pretty dress to prom.


Have them do an example on the template of one of the terms
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	This choice board allows students multiple opportunities to both write with the term and think of the term in different ways. 
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	Explain example



	Slide 37
	

	Have them do one with example from Word Wall
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	Bumper words is a vocabulary strategy that is based on synonyms.  In each box, you have a vocabulary term with synonyms. The student has to talk to a partner to determine which term does not fit.  It gets bumped to the next box causing one of those terms to not fit.  At the end, all of the terms in the box will go together.

Go over pattern
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	Here is another example using both content and vocabulary terms. 
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	Have them do an example on the template
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	Stop the video and write down one question this information brings to mind and one comment you would want to share with a colleague. 
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	Students LOVE games – I would like to share several different strategies for games with you. 
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	explain
· Have each group member act out or create a movement of the definition of the word – other group members guess the terms.
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	With all those specific strategies you learned, there is only one addition – your students must read!
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Six Steps

Focus on essential terms and concepts

Use Explicit Instruction

Use Visuals

Talk using the terms

Write using the terms

Play games with the terms

Plan for these steps throughout your unit!





I have taken the research and created my own 6 steps for practical vocabulary instruction.  We will examine each of these steps in this workshop. Steps one and two need to be done in order, but the rest of the steps can be done at any point in the unit. 



Some key points to remember: 

Vocabulary instruction must be intentional, not just the initial instruction on the definition of the term, but included deliberately in subsequent lesson plans throughout the unit.



Vocabulary must be taught directly – students need to see the term, hear the term, and say the term in order to build their understanding of key content vocabulary.  



Students need to encounter the vocabulary term in a meaningful way at least six times throughout the unit before it can be understood and applied. 



One of the best ways for students to learn vocabulary is to associate an image with the term. 



Students must participate in engaging activities for long term retention.  
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Step One: 

Focus on essential terms and concepts

1.Allegiance the act of binding yourself to a course of action

2.Ambassador a diplomat of the highest rank

3.American Revolution the revolution of the American Colonies 

against Great Britain; 1775-1783

4.arms control a limitation on the size and armament of the armed 

forces of a country

5.Bias a partiality preventing objective consideration of an issue

6.Cabinet a storage compartment for clothes and valuables

7.capital punishment putting a condemned person to death

8.checking account a bank account against which the depositor can 

draw checks that are payable on demand

9.commander in chief the officer who holds the supreme command

10.commercial bank a financial institution that accepts demand 

deposits and makes loans and provides other services for the public

11.Confederate States of America the southern states that seceded 

from the United States in 1861

12.criminal law the body of law dealing with crimes and their 

punishment

13.Curfew an order that after a certain time activities are prohibited

14.death penalty putting a condemned person to death

15.Debate a discussion with reasons for and against some proposal

16.Decentralization the spread of power away from the center to 

local branches or governments

17.Demonstration a show or display

18.Disincentive a negative motivational influence

19.due process administration of justice according to rules and 

principles

20.economic aid money to support a worthy person or cause

21.Equilibrium a stable situation in which forces cancel one another

22.Equity conformity with rules or standards

23.ex post factoaffecting things past
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Step One: 

Focus on essential terms and concepts

Allegiance the act of binding yourself to a course of action

Ambassador a diplomat of the highest rank

American Revolution the revolution of the American Colonies against Great Britain; 1775-1783

arms control a limitation on the size and armament of the armed forces of a country

Bias a partiality preventing objective consideration of an issue

Cabinet a storage compartment for clothes and valuables

capital punishment putting a condemned person to death

checking account a bank account against which the depositor can draw checks that are payable on demand

commander in chief the officer who holds the supreme command

commercial bank a financial institution that accepts demand deposits and makes loans and provides other services for the public

Confederate States of America the southern states that seceded from the United States in 1861

criminal law the body of law dealing with crimes and their punishment

Curfew an order that after a certain time activities are prohibited

death penalty putting a condemned person to death

Debate a discussion with reasons for and against some proposal

Decentralization the spread of power away from the center to local branches or governments

Demonstration a show or display

Disincentive a negative motivational influence

due process administration of justice according to rules and principles

economic aid money to support a worthy person or cause

Equilibrium a stable situation in which forces cancel one another

Equity conformity with rules or standards

ex post facto affecting things past

exchange rate the charge for exchanging currency of one country for currency of another

Export sell or transfer abroad

federal court a court establish by the authority of a federal government

Finance the commercial activity of providing funds and capital

First Amendment an amendment to the U.S. Constitution guaranteeing freedoms

foreign aid aid provided to one nation by another

foreign policy a policy governing international relations

free trade international trade free of government interference

freedom of assemblythe right to peaceably assemble and to petition the government for redress of grievances; guaranteed by the First Amendment to the US Constitution

French Revolutionthe revolution in France against the Bo





Step One actually seems obvious – you need to know the terms that you will be teaching.  In the discipline of Social Studies there are more than 26,000 terms – more than math, Language Arts, and Science combined.  Social Studies vocabulary is actually the vocabulary needed most in college.  



But there is actually more to just teaching a list of terms out of the textbook.  What are the specific vocabulary terms students will need to master your daily lesson? The unit? You cannot teach too many vocabulary terms in one setting and expect immediate mastery.  You need to carefully examine the terms you are given or you find for each unit and decide – is this a term that is essential for this lesson? For this unit? Can this term be introduced and master at a later point? Or does it need mastery now? Is this a term that has already been taught and just needs a refresher?  Thougtful planning needs to happen before instruction. 
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Tips for Selecting Vocabulary Terms
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Tips for Selecting Vocabulary Terms





Stop the video now and read the handout on Tips for Selecting Vocabulary Terms.  When you have finished reading the Tips – jot down 1-2 new learnings or thoughts on your Doodle Notes before you start the video again. 
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

Pronounce the term



Define the term



Break down the 

term into root 

words 



Give synonyms of 

the term



Give examples of 

the term

Step Two: 

Use explicit instruction for vocabulary terms


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide5.sldx


Pronounce the term



Define the term



Break down the term into root words 



Give synonyms of the term



Give examples of the term

Step Two: 

Use explicit instruction for vocabulary terms





Vocabulary instruction is active, it is not a passive activity to fill time.  Assigning vocabulary out of the back of the book and having students copy the definition does not work.  Just like you would plan for a lesson on teaching content, you need to plan how you will teach vocabulary.  



The 2nd step involves explicit instruction.  Pronounce the vocabulary terms to your students. Students must hear the word out loud to help build their understanding of the term. Many time students will understand a term more if they hear it first.  Think of the term militia – the way it is pronounced and the way it is spelled can be confusing to your students.  But if you pronounce the term first, they may already know the word, just not have experienced it in text. 



The rest of the vocabulary instruction can differ depending on the term, but these activities are recommended when you are teaching vocabulary. 



Define it, or help your students define the term. There is nothing more dangerous than asking kids to just “google” the definition.  They will usually just choose the first definition rather than correct one. 



Help students make connections to any root terms.  This is important for transfer of knowledge – if they understand the root, they can understand the term.



Help students make connections with synonyms – many times, vocabulary on an assessment is actually a synonym of a term they were taught. 



And finally, give concrete SOCIAL STUDIES examples of the term. 
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Image Analysis
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Image Analysis





Use the Latin America Word Wall.  Give each teacher post-it notes. Have them work with a partner to look at the picture and write what they think the definitions are.  Share what they have written and generate class definitions. You can also do the following:



Work with a partner to analyze an image



Generate definitions



Make connections with another word or to your personal life



Make sentences
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Use the Africa word wall terms
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3, 2, 1  Definitions
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things you see

3

actions or 

senses

2

definition

1

3, 2, 1  Definitions





Another method to teach vocabulary with images is the 3, 2, 1 Definitions – Allow students time to analyze an image to build their understanding of an image. 
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transportation

Social Studies Success 
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transportation



Social Studies Success 







Take a quick look at this image - 
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•

Crane 

moving a 

box

•

Smell gas

3, 2, 1  Definitions
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things you see

3

actions or 

senses

2

definition

1

plane

ship

truck

Crane moving a box

Smell gas

Transportation means to move stuff from one place to another.

3, 2, 1  Definitions





Example questions
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3, 2, 1  Definitions
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things you see

3

actions or 

senses

2

definition

1

3, 2, 1  Definitions





Another method to teach vocabulary with images is the 3, 2, 1 Definitions – Allow students time to analyze an image to build their understanding of an image. 
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Have them create a 3, 2, 1 definition on this image
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Vocabulary Development

Why Word Walls Work

…
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Vocabulary Development









Why Word Walls Work…





Have you had instruction on how to use Word Walls, or was it just a district initiative you were told to follow? Let’s take a look on why word walls work. 
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Episodic 

Memory
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Episodic 

Memory





Word Walls work because of several different reasons – the first of which is episodic memory.  Students begin to associate a certain space in your room with vocabulary terms, and if you have taken the time to teach the terms, they will associate the space with learning. 



It is important that you put your current word wall in the focal point of your room – near where you teach. 
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Fluency
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Fluency





Word walls reinforce sight-word acquisition. When students recognize the terms on sight, their fluency increases.  When their fluency increases, their comprehension increases. The goal is to build content literacy across grades and disciplines.
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Underline 

information 

that 

validates 

your 

knowledge. 

Circle new 

information.
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Underline information that validates your knowledge. 

Circle new information.









Pass out this handout and have them read it. Discuss what they circled or underlined with their partner.  
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Word

Wall





Now you are going to share tips for making word walls work in the classroom. 

22



image1.jpeg









WORD
WALL

-—
m"\;'l





image19.emf
•Make the word walls interactive 

Word Walls
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Make the word walls interactive 

Word Walls





You can use post-it notes to interact with the word walls.
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When you finish with a unit, you can always take your word wall terms and put them in the back of the room. I recommend this for tested content areas. 

26



image1.jpeg

Cantlutiar

comprcmlse’ wonstitutional

@ I

r‘e ublicanism |

7 =

Amendment E/»o ular
| so

-2

Bill of Rights | ratification |

L2
Federalists Antiredenalsts

R

checks and f‘ederahsm

balances =
b e ’ [
S

limited |
government
o I

R

siege  delegate

Colonel

proclamation | correspondence

militia

B,

skirmish

i
act
e
J |

boycott revenue
Lo i

gr‘levanoe

' B

disobedience

=~

civil toba 5

&

miitia | cash crop I

ongress

Punitan

I’ 1

democraci

Persecution | lantation |

nish

:













image21.emf
• Invest in a stock photo 

plan (Dreamstime, 

Adobe Stock, 

Shutterstock)

• Make your own images 

out of clip art (TPT, 

Dreamstime)

• Keep your font 

consistent so your 

Word Wall can grow 

over time

• Print in color 

(BestValue Printing)
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Invest in a stock photo plan (Dreamstime, Adobe Stock, Shutterstock)



Make your own images out of clip art (TPT, Dreamstime)



Keep your font consistent so your Word Wall can grow over time



Print in color (BestValue Printing)





How to make your own word walls. 
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Social Studies Success 

®

.
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Just

one

word

Social Studies Success ®.





Have them sum up what they have learned so far in just one word – then explain it. 
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Guess in Three 

1. One person in the group will 

choose a card.  They will read 

the statements on the card to the 

person on their left.  If the 

person can guess the Person, 

Place, Term or Thing with one 

statement, they get 10 points.

2. If they don’t know the answer or 

give an incorrect answer, read 

the second clue.  If they get it 

right, they earn 5 points.

3. If they don’t know or give an 

incorrect answer, read the third 

clue. If they get it right, they earn 

3 points. 

4. Rotate the role of reader within 

the group for each round. 
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Kathleen Geraghty, 

Social Studies Success

Vocabulary

Strategies 

for 

Social Studies


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide22.sldx


Guess in Three 

One person in the group will choose a card.  They will read the statements on the card to the person on their left.  If the person can guess the Person, Place, Term or Thing with one statement, they get 10 points.



If they don’t know the answer or give an incorrect answer, read the second clue.  If they get it right, they earn 5 points.



If they don’t know or give an incorrect answer, read the third clue. If they get it right, they earn 3 points. 



Rotate the role of reader within the group for each round. 













Guess in 3 is another opportunity for you to allow your students to talk using the terms. 
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• “Write” a term in the 

palm of your hand. 

• Generate two 

examples, two non-

examples and then use 

the word in a 

sentence.

Supporting Struggling Readers: Five Steps to Implementation

Fist List
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“Write” a term in the palm of your hand. 

Generate two examples, two non-examples and then use 
the word in a sentence.

Supporting Struggling Readers: Five Steps to Implementation

Fist List
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5 minutes

Tell the participants to use the back of their pen to “write” the term in the palm of their hand or write the term on a slip of paper and put it into their closed fist.

Two of their fingers will be used for examples of the word, and two for non-examples. Their thumb would represent the word in a sentence.



5 minutes

An alternate way of doing this activity is for students to trace their hand on a sheet of paper. They then fill out the information on paper. Students can then cut the hands out & you can hang them up around the room.



EX:

Pretty 

Examples – a flower, a model

Non examples – trash, pollution

Sentence – the girl wore a pretty dress to prom.





Have them do an example on the template of one of the terms
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Choice Board
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Choice Board





This choice board allows students multiple opportunities to both write with the term and think of the term in different ways. 
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Chotce Board.
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1

2

3

4

5

Vocabulary Pyramid

For each line on the pyramid, use that many words to describe the 

vocabulary term. 

abolitionist

Person trying to end slavery

expedition

journey

money you owe

debt

Annexation

Debt

Manifest destiny

Cession 

Abolitionist

Expedition

Immigration 
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1

2

3

4

5

Vocabulary 

Pyramid

For each line on the pyramid, use that many words to describe the vocabulary term. 

Vocabulary Pyramid



For each line on the pyramid, use that many words to describe the vocabulary term. 

abolitionist

Person trying to end slavery

expedition

journey

money you owe

debt

Annexation

Debt

Manifest destiny

Cession 

Abolitionist

Expedition

Immigration 





Explain example
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Vocabulary Pyramid

For each line on the pyramid, use that many words to describe the 

vocabulary term. 
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Vocabulary Pyramid



For each line on the pyramid, use that many words to describe the vocabulary term. 





Have them do one with example from Word Wall
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Kathleen Geraghty, 

Social Studies Success

Vocabulary

Strategies 

for 

Social Studies









Post any of the Word Wall sets I sent you

Handouts: Tips for Vocabulary

Choice Board

Vocabulary Pyramid

Hands

Bumper Word Template

Charades Plus Cards and sets
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Bumper words is a vocabulary strategy that is based on synonyms.  In each box, you have a vocabulary term with synonyms. The student has to talk to a partner to determine which term does not fit.  It gets bumped to the next box causing one of those terms to not fit.  At the end, all of the terms in the box will go together.



Go over pattern
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Bumper Words

ratification

approve

pass

amendment

addition

change

Federalist

amendment

1

2

Bill of 

Rights

85 

papers

Alexander 

Hamilton

3

Anti-

Federalists 

Protection 

from tyranny

Constitution

4

rules

Laws of 

the land

government

5
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Bumper Words



ratification

approve

pass

amendment





addition

change

Federalist

amendment

1

2



Bill of Rights

85 papers

Alexander Hamilton

3



Anti-Federalists 

Protection from tyranny

Constitution

4



rules

Laws of the land

government

5





Here is another example using both content and vocabulary terms. 
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Bumper Words
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Bumper Words





Have them do an example on the template
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One question I have is…

One comment I would like to make 

is…
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One question I have is…



One comment I would like to make is…







Stop the video and write down one question this information brings to mind and one comment you would want to share with a colleague. 







Illustration 167469207 © Onyxprj | Dreamstime.com
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Play games using the terms.

Step Six: 
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Play games using the terms.

Step Six: 











Students LOVE games – I would like to share several different strategies for games with you. 
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• Create a movement to 

represent a vocabulary term

• Teach the movement to 

another person, be sure to 

explain why the movement 

represents the term

• Repeat! 

Muscle Memory
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Actively Teach Vocabulary

• Vocabulary must be 

taught directly.

• Students must 

encounter terms at 

least six times to learn 

them.

• One of the best ways 

to learn a new term is 

to associate an image

with it. 

• Students must 

participate in engaging 

activities to learn 

vocabulary.    
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Create a movement to represent a vocabulary term

Teach the movement to another person, be sure to explain why the movement represents the term

Repeat! 

Muscle Memory
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explain

Have each group member act out or create a movement of the definition of the word – other group members guess the terms.
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Number One Strategy to build 

Academic Vocabulary?

READ!
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Number One Strategy to build Academic Vocabulary?

READ!





With all those specific strategies you learned, there is only one addition – your students must read!
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Actively Teach Vocabulary

Vocabulary must be taught directly.

Students must encounter terms at least six times to learn them.

One of the best ways to learn a new term is to associate an image with it. 

Students must participate in engaging activities to learn vocabulary.    





First we must start with the research.  There are multiple books and articles written on how to teach vocabulary – but here are the key parts…
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Six Steps

Focus on 

essential 

terms and 

concepts

Use 

Explicit 

Instruction

Use 

Visuals

Talk 

using the 

terms

Write 

using the 

terms

Play 

games 

with the 

terms

Plan for these steps throughout your unit!


