


1. Share with your students the purpose of this lesson. It is designed for your students to analyze 

the experiences and contributions of different groups of immigrants to the United States. 

2. Use the Word Wall images to teach the vocabulary.  Be sure to pronounce each term for your 

students, give your students definitions, and discuss the images before you assign the 

vocabulary activity. Pass out the Vocabulary Pyramid activity and give your students time to 

complete one.  

3. Introduce the lesson by asking the following questions: “What reasons might a person want to 

leave their country?” Debrief the questions with your class. 

4. Read the Immigration background readings together as a class or allow students to read the 

handouts with a partner.  Complete the Immigration Doodle Notes and discuss the answers. 

5. Place your students into their groups of three. Assign them an immigrant group to research.  I 

have provided background readings for the Chinese, Irish, German, Mexican, and Vietnamese, 

but you can choose to assign different groups for your students to research.

6. Review the step-by-step directions on the Character Collage Project Steps.

7. Follow the steps to complete the activity. Continue this process until your students complete 

their character collage. Post the character collages around your room.  Allow students to “visit” 

a character collage of whatever side they did not research to learn about different immigrant 

groups to the United States. 

8. You can assess this activity by asking your students to write a paragraph comparing two 

different immigrant groups to the United States. 
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