




The Buffalo Soldiers were posted to Texas, the Southwest and the Great Plains from 
1866 to the 1890s.  The men were broken down into small companies and stationed at remote 
garrisons and forts. The Buffalo Soldiers distinguished themselves in the military actions 
against the Cheyenne, Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, Sioux and Arapaho. The soldiers also 
maintained their garrisons, patrolled the frontier, constructed roads, provided protection 
for mail parties as well as dealing with civilian problems and military duties.

The end of the Indian Wars in the 1890s did not end the service of the Buffalo 
Soldiers. Regiments served in the Spanish-American War and in the Philippine’s Insurrection. 
Buffalo Soldiers also served with General “Black Jack” Pershing in the attempt to capture 
Pancho Villa in 1916.

By the turn of the century, the Buffalo Soldiers were facing more racial prejudice and 
discrimination. None of the Buffalo Soldier regiments saw active duty in World War I 
France. The Ninth and Tenth cavalries were disbanded during World War II and 
transferred into service units. The Twenty-Fif th Infantry fought in the Pacific theater 
during World War II. The unit was deactivated in 1949. The Twenty-Fourth Infantry served 
in the Pacific and the beginning of the Korean War. They were the last segregated unit to 
be in battle. The Twenty-fourth was disbanded in 1951. Men from the unit were used to 
integrate other units that were fighting in Korea at the time.

The Buffalo Soldiers were four regiments of African-American soldiers in the post-
Civil War Army, especially two cavalry regiments. The name was given to the men by the 
Plains Indians. The 180,000 soldiers had fought in segregated units with honor during the 
Civil War.
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