






























































Hexagonal thinking is a strategy that allows students to make connections between people, places, 

and events. Follow these directions to use hexagonal thinking in this lesson. Please note: the 

hexagons may very in the directions.

Challenge students to make 

connections between the hexagon 

shapes.  For every connection they 

make, they earn 1 point. For 

example, the indigenous people 

shape is connected on 5 sides, 

exploration, Columbus, Spanish, 

person figure and Indigenous 

person. A student should be able to 

explain how all of these are 

connected. If they can, they earn 5 

points. 

Prepare Round One 

hexagon shapes prior to 

the lesson, or give your 

students scissors to cut 

them out quickly.  If you 

have students cut the 

shapes out in class, I 

recommend putting 

them on a timer, so it is 

completed quickly. 

Require students to explain their 

connections, either on an index card 

or post-it note. They should also be 

able to explain their connections to 

another group or you. You can also 

have your students glue the 

hexagons down on a sheet of 

manila paper and annotate the 

connections. 

Make the Round 

Two hexagons on a 

different colored 

sheet of cardstock. 

When students cut 

out and apply these 

shapes, the 

connections should 

grow. If a group 

wants to move a 

shape, they can. 

After reading about 

the impact of 

exploration, give the 

final sets of 

hexagons to your 

students to arrange. 

Conduct a class 

discussion or writing 

assignment when 

you are done. 
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