Engagement Toolkit for




Start Here

This manual started as a box | carry with me. In more than twenty-six years of training
teachers, | stopped walking into sessions empty-handed and built a physical toolkit
instead — cards cut, signs laminated, dice and sticks bagged and ready to go. Prepping
those pieces in advance is what makes them useful: when a room starts to drift, | don’t
need time to plan, | need something | can reach for and use in the next minute.
Somewhere along the way it occurred to me that everything in that box was a teaching
strategy. If it holds a room full of adults, it will hold a room full of students. So | built
this toolkit for teachers — and because none of it depends on a particular unit or
course, every strategy in here works with any content, at any secondary level.

How to Use This Toolkit

Every page describes one strategy: what it is, how to run it, and what you need to prep
ahead of time. Strategies are labeled by type — Increase Engagement, Discussion,
Literacy, Review, and Primary Source — so you can choose by the kind of thinking you
want students doing.

Start with the content students have to master, then pick the strategy that makes them
think about it. A strategy is never the lesson. Engagement without purpose is just
entertainment.

Engagement is not the goal. Meaningful learning is the goal — engagementis how
students get there.



= Shopping list

Everything in this manual runs on materials you prep once and keep in a bin. This is
the full list, pulled from the materials page of every strategy. Quantities are given
where a strategy specifies one.

Basic Supplies
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Popsicle sticks — at least 100 (36 for Grouping Sticks, 26 for Rotating Trios, the
rest for historical figures)

Sharpies

Scissors

Binder clips — about 12 (8 of them for Connection Cards)

Ziploc bags

Laminating pouches

Tape

Hot glue gun and glue sticks

Game Pieces and Manipulatives
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Toy soldiers — at least 10 per Task Card War set

Dice — a pair for each Question Dice box, one per Charades Plus group
Empty crayon boxes — one per Question Dice set

Jenga blocks — one set for Logic Boxes

Play dough — 3 tubs (dollar store or Amazon)

Toothpicks

Pipe cleaners — for Charades Plus

Timers — one per Charades Plus group

Direction sheets — one per Charades Plus group

Tiny boxes — one per Charades Plus group, to hold the die
Labels — for Logic Boxes

Print and Prep

Every card set, sign, and shape this manual calls for is in the Templates section at the
back. Print, laminate, and cut those before you build your kit.
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reases engagement by allowmg teachers to us
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What is
This tool

grouping.
How does it work?

1. Allow your students to choose a Popsicle Stick Person — make sure you have a matching popsicle
stick with the person’s name on it. When you need to call on a student at random, pull one of the
famous people’s name out of a cup and call on that student.

2. Use the Popsicle Stick People for grouping — Find a Popsi
has something in common wit

il ;.,'-'mlf-'.'

=

el RO CRupeeas ®



v" Scissors

v’ Historical Figures Handouts
v" Hot glue gun and glue

v Laminating pouches

v’ Ziploc bag ‘,——_""—“::""‘ ———
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Prepare a se% stions about your topic.

1. Place your students into groups of four. Give each student one of the “Add, Subtract, Multiply,
Divide” cards.

2. Askone of your open-ended questions. Identify one student in each group to answer the question
to the group. In a set amount of time, they can ADD additional information to the a
SUBTRACT information which means they question whal\wasiaiaeesCReICr2 0]
information which means the el S0 L
listed,
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v’ Scissors
v" 1 binder clip

Tviultiply and Divide Cards

Directions e
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1. These cards are designed to encourage students to interact with your word wall. You will
need your vocabulary terms posted in a word wall for this activity.

bn Cards are ay for
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How to do i

2. Prep the activity by printing and cutting out several sets of the connection cards.

groasin W~ BN
3. Place students with a partnerorinas dests= &1 your students
that they wij 5 5 er to see who can earn the most pointsin a




Youk\(ill need the following-mzis
v ection Cards

v" 8 binder clips

Directions

[ Laminate and cut out the Word Wall Connectiop _
 Put each set twﬂﬂ ——
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ugh ProcesSing allows students tocreate3-Dii

1. Prepare the materials before class. You will need Play Dough (found at the Dollar Store or
Amazon) and toothpicks. | also recommend baby wipes for easy clean up after you are
finished. Print the Play Dough Processing handouts (1 set for each class) and cut them
out.

“-n -‘,‘"
2. Place your students j e eac-h_éroup dlfferent colored Play

: m(aut the cards to your stu e your
tudents to create a 3-D imag “ ‘ ter

4, Give your students a STRICT time
limit on this activity. This should
take them no longer than 10-15
minutes! After all of your
students are finished, display the
products and allow your students
to examine the different

products. To extend the actl\nt :

etalllng how
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v Handful of toothpucks
v’ Play dough processing cards

Directions e
EI Laminate and cu rocessing Cards
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Chat Cards

—: . ‘#v___'.-—
e Tl ea-spa Mt Trom a previous speaker.\\§u
can start your comments with-

Share:

mple is when
“That's a great point...”

Summarize what was just said in a shorter version. You
can start your sentences with-

“I hear you saying that...” “| hear you saying that...”
“So, if | understand you correctly...” “So, if | understand you correctly...”

“I like how you said...and | think...” “I like how you said...and | think...”
“To summarize your ideas... and | want to add...” “To summarize your ideas... and | want to add...”

Chat Ea_rgi__,,../ 4
Mani - . M

: ""“"‘" e *| Share an idea sparked from a previous speaker. You
can start youepiglig : can start your comments with-

“This makes me think...”

“That reminds me of...”

“l agree or disagree, because...”
“True. Another example is when...”
“That’s a great point...”

“This makes me think...”

“That reminds me of...”

“l agree or disagree, because...”
“True. Another example is when...”
“That’s a great point...”

Sum It Up:
e —
Summarize what was just Sa'd |n a shorter e STl ize What was Just sald in a shorter versi

can start your g can starty
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Thonk Uov for Wowr PUVCV\&SS ond SUPPU#’T. Your sadisfaction and POSW\@

Jh” : |f &@M [ foedoack. is the gyeatest compliment yo can of fer wel | appreciate your

busingss and | nope yov and uour students enipy) Vsing) My resources. Please
foke oo wmonent 1o veview My terms of vse.

Pesmitled el Pesmilled

O Please use this resource for your own O Please do not give this resource to another
classroom. Make all the copies you need for your teacher or sell it to anyone else like Course Hero.
students. Q Do not save it to a common drive where other

Q Upload to aLMS that restricts access to only teachers have access to it.
your students lke Google Drive, Google U Do not share the resource in any online groups.
Classroom, OneDrive, Edmodo, Canvas, and O Do not take it apart and resell it.

Schoology. 0 Do not use it in an online course like Qutschool

Q Tell your friends where you purchased this where you profit from my work.
resource.

oSocial Studies Success, LLC. Al viahts veserved. Social Studies Success is a frademark of Social Studies
Sueccess, [LC Faiure 1o comply ic d copyrigat inﬁringemerﬁr and a violation of the Dig’rml Millennium Copyriglfrr
Act (DMCA). Clipart and elements found in aﬂaig PDF Tare wpyri hited and cannot be extracted and used
outside of this file without germisgion or license. Al images are aken from public domain, licensed and
wchased from Shutterstock, Adobe Stock Images, Dfeamstime Stock Image,g, or these talented artists. Thic
includes imazes taken by em oneeg of various US Government ageNncies; images ubliched Prior to 1923 or
images that have otherwice teen released To public domain. Custom Phofogm h % Dawn Vifias. Doodle notes ic
a Trademarked term used with Pe‘r‘miggion, Please visit drérédlar'.rﬂ'e-;r?rzg for more information.
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Click on an image to explore more exciting lessons.

Interested in

a year-long

membership
to Social
Studies
Success?

™~y

Do you need more content area lessons? Do you
want to learn more engaging strategies for Social
Studies? Are you interested in techniques for
classroom discussion? Need tips for struggling
readers or writers? Intimidated by all the
vocabulary necessary for teaching Social Studies?
Need ideas for using anchor charts in your
classroom? You can gain access to all of these
instructional strategies and resources for instruction

here.

I love mum&w and éh@% iqeay with teacherdl

You can find me on social media and Jrl/nrougln my website.

www.pinterest.com/SSSuccess/ https://www.instagram.com/
social studies success/

| | https://www.facebook.com
/SocialStudiesSuccess/

Ig _ ! l SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com

Y

social studies success

? www.SocialStudiesSuccess.com



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Social-Studies-Success/Category/Texas-History-133279
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Social-Studies-Success/Category/-10048-WORLD-CULTURES-6TH-GRADE-389036
http://www.pinterest.com/SSSuccess/
https://www.instagram.com/social_studies_success/
https://www.instagram.com/social_studies_success/
https://www.facebook.com/SocialStudiesSuccess/
https://www.facebook.com/SocialStudiesSuccess/
http://www.socialstudiessuccess.com/
mailto:SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
https://www.socialstudiessuccess.com/bundles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Social-Studies-Success/Category/Texas-History-133279
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Social-Studies-Success/Category/-10048-WORLD-CULTURES-6TH-GRADE-389036
http://www.pinterest.com/SSSuccess/
https://www.instagram.com/social_studies_success/
https://www.instagram.com/social_studies_success/
https://www.facebook.com/SocialStudiesSuccess/
https://www.facebook.com/SocialStudiesSuccess/
http://www.socialstudiessuccess.com/
mailto:SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
https://www.socialstudiessuccess.com/bundles

What do | believe about Socia| Studies instruction?

v" Students need to be engaged to learn.
-Schlechty’s Design Qualities of engagement

v" All students can learn — we just need to support them in different ways.
-Seidlitz's Seven Steps

v" Kids need to continuously review content through games and engaging
activities.
-Himmele's Total Participation Techniques

v" Writing is essential for learning, not just assessment.
-Daniels’ Content Area Writing

v" Vocabulary instruction must be intentional and engaging.
-Marzano Academic Vocabulary

v History should not be trivial pursuit — dig deeper and teach with
essential questions and enduring understandings.
-Wiggins & McTighe Essential Questions

v Students are social — purposeful talk is crucial to learning.
-Walsh Quality Questioning

v" Students need to read in Social Studies — reading informational text
cannot be mastered without constant practice.
-Kinsella's Considerate Text

v' “Soft skills" of collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and
creativity are essential to future success in the job market.
-Muir Reasons Millennials Get Fired

v" The best way to improve reading comprehension and scores, is to focus
on building knowledge through Social Studies instruction.
-Wexler The Knowledge Gap

v" Heavy reliance on digital technology can weaken critical thinking, focus,
and literacy — students learn best with pen and paper.
-Horvath The Digital Delusion

Dawn earned her Master's degree
in Curriculum and Instruction from
Texas ABM University. In her
education journey, she was shaped
by her various roles as a classroom
teacher instructional coach,
curriculum coordinator, professional
development trainer, university
professor, and author. Dawn has
provided Social Studies professional
development for over 20 years to
more than 10,000 teachers from
Alaska to Florida. In 2015, Dawn
started Social Studies Success ®
with the mission to revolutionize
Social Studies instruction. With a
qoal of improving instruction, Dawn
has provided consulting, classroom
resources, and professional
development services to several
school districts across the state of
Texas and the nation. You can reach
Dawn here.


http://www.SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
http://www.SocialStudiesSuccess1@gmail.com
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